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J ies relation to- 

uſher theadmir- 

tance) ſeemeto intrude. 

this preſent of fo meane + 
condition {whence fie. 
A3 yer 


The Epiſtle 
ver it. came ) upon your 
Lordſhipsfavorable con: 
ſtruction, and accep- 


rance, the - report of 


thoſe many -excellencies 
in you, -1mploy'd for the 


honour. of. your Prince, .' 


and good of your Coun- 


cry,ſo eminently obvious: 


to the eye and admirati- 
on of the vertuous, hath 
imboldned mee. to the 
attempt, and mult ſerve 
for .excuſe inſtead. of 'a 


larger apologie.. - 


I have not the will cr. 


Skill. | 


Dedicatory. 


Skill - ro. flatter, my 
thoughts aime at no baſe 
ends. in this preſumpti- 
on; and were I not cer= 
tainc your Honour were 
as much a lover of good» 
nefſe,' as an enjoyer of 

reatnefle , and no. Jeſſe 
humble-cthan honoura. 
ble,and wonld berather 
2. gratious interpreter , 
than ſtrict cenſures,. my 

cnne {ſhould not have 
S560 ſo ambirious,or da- 
redto reſt under ſo no- 
ble patronage, nor ſo. in. 
canſiderate 


[' — TheBpifth 
conſiderate ro have ex- 
poſed my owne and o- 
thers weakneſlſe to pubs | 
_ liqueview. 

And yet the honeſty 
of the ſubject, whales 1te- 
direQs the mind to the- 
conſideration of fpi- 
rituall, aad neceſſary. 
concernments for the 
ſoules welfare, and a- 
Chriſtians profit, may. 
thus farrc prefume ( as. 
not unworthy the-peru+- : 
fall of the. r&hgious, of -, 
what degree foever, at 
times. 


Dedicatory. 
times conyenient)to be- 


* | ſpeakeproteRtion forthe. 


matter, and pardon for 
the author, be hee what 

hee is, and his expreſh. 
'| ons orherwiſe never ſo 
meane, or deſcryings an- 
fwerable. 

Pleaſe ic therefore your 
Lordſhip to beare with 
this challenge, which I 
bayc not uſed in- the way 
of my owne right, nor'to 
foreſtall your Lordſhips 
judgement, ( to which 1 
humbly ſubmit in both ) 
but 


The Bpiftle 


| but to intimate that by | 


how mnch the 
the more - contduendle 
for any worth or value 
to be found 1m 1c, by is. 
much the: more: it be- 
longs, and is fieto ſuch 
worthy patronage to be. 
preſented. 

But herein your Ho- 
nour muſt accept the will 
for the deed, from him 
whoſe defires in the 
Veight of their ambition 
foare no higher in that 
reſpect, than to become 
cﬀMeQuall 


*Deatcatory, 
| | . effeuuall . Orators for 
| | - your Honors proſperity 
temporall and eternall, 
_ | *andthathe maybe wor- 
, | thy 


- Of Your Lordſhips 
. command in any 


ſervice 


Meditation I. 
Of proſperity and advoſug 


Sy - 34 proſperity it may 
2X ſceme we love God, in 
REA adyerlity we 'feare God g 
for proſperity doth- cauſe us to 
praileGod, and adverſity to pray 
unto him, and- yet intheend it 
doth then appeare, wee neither 
love nor feare God, -. A-ftran 

matter indecd, that: God:ſhould 
not bebeloved of us then, when 
he ſheweth+himſelfe a fitend},: of 
not feared,when as aJudgehe cak 
leth ns to/account, and: therefore 
not to be beleeved-without good 
s B prop | 


3 Meditations, 


proofe. He that doth truely loye 
God, loves him for himſelfe; and 
hee that doth truely teare God, 
feares him for himſelfe; and fin- 
ding in him alwayes the ſame 
_ of feare, and love, doth ne- 
ver ccaſe to feare or love; love is 
his poſſeſſion, feare his Security : 
what hee hath once gain'd by 
fove, by feare hee is willing to 
keepe : and hedoth as much feare 
not. to loſe, as love {till to enjoy, 
May hee then bee ſaid to love God 
In proſperity ,which in adverſity 
doth not lovehim.; or to feare 


God in adverſity, which in proſ- 


perity doth not ſo? If then wee 
cannot endure the change of a 
profron eſtate, but are ſo much 
diſquieted that we take no com- 
fort in the favour of God, this is 
a wy token we loved not God in 
proſperity, though then we pray- 
ſed him: for a little of this hows 
| by | abiding 


i\'F 


SW 5 $5 7 Wes = v= 


Meditations. 2 


abiding in us, though at firſt ic 
ſhould*'not be ableto free us from 
feeling and paſlion, yet at Iaſt 
would it ſo calme and ſettle us, 
that not having the gifts, wee 
would much more rejoyce in the 
oiver, for whole ſake onely all 
things are worth the having. 


| Likewiſe if good ſucceſle and bet- 


ter credit doe but inable us todo 


wrong, without looking to the 
will of God which awardeth 


_ right,this isa ſire token we feared 


not God in adverſity : for a little 
of this feare would ſtay us backe 
from ſuch attempts,though there . 
were none in the world to control 
us. Tfnot God, what loved wee 
then in proſperity ? what feared 
we in adverlity? Wee loved the 
gitt,not the giver ; wee feared the 
puniſhment, not the Judge : that 
rs,we neither loved with feare,nor 
feared with loye, Oh unworthy 

Þ 2 love! 


4 Meditations, 
love! which doth more reſpe&t 
the gift than the givers good will. 
Oh vaine feare ! which obſerves 
the mighty but not the Almighty, 
If Gods gifts bee better welcome 
to us than himſelfe, little is the 
love we beare to God : if wee feare 
Gods puniſhment more than the 
lofſe a; his favour, ſuch feare is 
not religious. But will wegivea 
true teltimony, of our love and 
feare towards God? Let us doe 
that in adverſity, which even hy- 
pocrites do in proſperity: let us 
(Ifay ) praiſe God, and be con- 
tent. Againe, Jet us doe that in. 
profperity,which even hypocrites 
do in adverſity, Letus I ſay pray 
heartily unto God, and commend 
our ſc]ves and all ourdoings unto 
him. In a word, let us love him in 
adveriity, and feare him in pro- 
ſperity : to this purpoſe Jooke we 
in proſperity, on the threats of 
Gods 
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Med;tations, 5 


Gods law, beleeving that none 


of them ſhall fall to the ground. 
In adverſity on the promiſes of , 
God firmely truſting to receive 
comfort and deliverance from 
him, though as yet wee haveno 
feeling thereof.Shall we not feare 
ſuch a God in our greatnefſe,who 
hath ever vengeance ready, and 
that without refpe& of perſons? 
Shall wee not love ſuch a God in 
our weakneſſe, who is ſo faithtull 
and kinde, that he will-never neg- 
le& them in their greateſt diſtreſſe 
which puc their truit in him? 
Adde this to make us feare in 
proſperity, that God doth bur 
make us his Stewards; hee may 
when he will, and hee will; when 
wee thinke leaſt on it, call us co 
reckoning: the more we rake, the 
more will be required ; and negli- 
gence ſha}! finde a (treighter jidges - 
ment, than ignorance.” And wee 
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6 Meditations, 


ſhall Igve God the betterin adver- 


ſity, if wee conſider that evils are 


jultly layd upon us, becauſe.of 


Our ſ{innes, and yet from Gods 
mercy . that chaſtifing ns as chil- 
dren we may repent and be ſaved, 
and that it is farre better that hee 
ſhould - take our eltate fromus, 
than that our eſtate ſhould take 
us from him. 


HAcditation 2. 
4 Of Lowe. 


{Aith is the affuranceof Gods 

love to a Chriſtian, which 
faith breedeth in him a Iovean- 
ſwerable to his apprehenſion, 
though not ay 9 to the 
objeR ;and it is a borrowed fire,a 
drop taken out of theſea of Gods 
mercy. Loveisa briete of . the 
Law, 
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Meditations. > 
Law.,a legacy of Chrift; the cog- 
nizance of a Chriſtian, the life of 
a good conſcience, the aſſurance 
of prayer,the ſtrength of devoti- 
on,the prop of patience, and ina 
word;the band of perfe&tion.The 
love that we owe 15 unto God,burt 
God will have the duty diſchar- 
ged to-his image our neighbour, 
to his members our brethren, ſpe- 
cially where this duty may give 
moſt evident token of love: as 
when wee provide for the poore 
which can make no: recompence, 
or pray for our enemies which 
hate as.” Indeed thou loſeſt no 
thing by giving to the.poore, for 
it is put on his ſcore to whom 
thou owelt thy ſelfe, it is repaied 
by him, who hath given himſelfe 
for thy redemption , and will 
give himſelfe unto thee for thine 
eternall ſalvation. Thou findelſt 
Bo caule to love thine. enemy,net- 
B'4 ther 


*  Metation, 
ther didGod to love thee.God Job 
ved thee without an example; but 
hath left it eo thee for thy imita» 
tion; for ſo well hee loves thee, 
| that hewould have thee like him» 
ſelfe. Hee loved thee freely for 
himlſelfe, - thou mukt love freely 
too, | bautfor his ſake, is not this 
cauſe enough ?, God bids thee, 
ſhall the countenance of an ene- 
my diſmay thee? this is the way 
(pointed ontby God and bleſſed 
by, him) to. make thy toe thy 
friend : fall it out otherwiie, he is | 
thy friend-more than his owne, 
-hegivesplace to thee in goodnes, | 
ſtrivenot thou with him, who : 
ſhall be work. After love hath di 
patcht her duties abroad, {he re- 
turneth home, and doth privately 
converſe with God, and this:is an 
entring into the chamber of her 

xwell beloved. . Let meedyeitthe 
-wealthof the covetous,or the ho» 
THE nours 


Meditations, I 


/ nors of the ambitious, or:thede- 
; | licates ofthe voluptuous, be to be 


* : .envyed,and not rather contemned 
in reſpe& of this,” it thou know 
- it, thou deiirelt nothing..clſe?, it 
p not,any thing, 

JO 

Meditation 3. 
Of Paſſions, 

T7 Aftons are originall, and na- 
'E tural], they are bred with us, 


* they are a part of us, wee can no 
» | moreleave to be without them, 
> | thento be mn, yet are they the 
- baſer part of the minde, tor their 
- | familiarity with the ſenſes, and 


7 hence the Philoſophers thoaghe - 
1 + didariletheir diſorder, bur if the 
r minde it ſ{elie be int:&ed, how can 
. theie be cleane? And it theeye be 
4 darkneic, what lightican there be 
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in the members ? yet vertue isthe 
government of Patkons, and all | 
yertues whereby man doth imi- 
tate Gods holinefſe or righteouf> 
nefſe, arebur well governed Paſ- | 
fions, Mans vertue is in the mid- | 
delt of mnch weakenefle, and 
Therefoxe his victory the more 
commendable. And of all vi&to- 
ries it is the beſt, when one over- 
comes himſelte, Many have been !; 
invincible abroad, which have 
. beene overcome by their owne 
weakenefſe at home. I feareno- 
thing ſo much as treaſon within. 
I ſpeake it without pride,through | 
the gift of God I know more 
than many, ( thongh I know no- 
thing as I ſhould ) and yet pra- 
Ciſe bntlictle according to my 
knowledge. I know what piety, 
what- common duty doth require, 
yet ſtand Tunreſolved or flow. I 
have much bettered my P_ 
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Meduatiions. It 


k. by hearing, -butam a very Infant 


in performing what have heard. 
T am moreſornd alone, than in 
company; more upright for ſtran- 
gers, than in my owne or friends 
cauſe.I am not ſo bad in intent, as 
in event, What I do not prevent, 1 
would gladly amend. Ithought 
not on that which after makes 
mee wonder how I could forget ; 
all this T impute to paſlion.Religi- 
on ſanftifies paſſion by oppoſing 
a fit obje&;as, loveas much as you 
liſt, ſo you love God;hateas much' 
as you liſt ſo you hate finne ; re- 
joyce alwayes, | but rcoyce in 
goodnefle , be ſorry too, butletit 
be the ſorrow of repentance. Wee 
may bee full of hope, butas pil- 
grimes bound for heaven. Wee 
ought to feare, ſo that it be to of- 


fend God. Will we envie? itmnſt 


bee that others goe not beyondus 


.in well-doing: will we be jealous? 
Ke + 


72 Meditations, 


it. muſt beethat.nothingdelile ouy: | 


conſcience. Wee have wherein tg 


whetcintottrult if it vive Gs i 


owne nature, - Likewiſethere is.a 


holy confidence, a holy del; paire | 


the one claimes Chrilts merits, 
theother denies her owne. | Thar 
revenge alſo is jult, whereby | wee 
debarreour-ſelves of the occaiions 
which led us into (inne : Yea 
paſſions here due paſſe into ano« 
ther nature,as anger,into zeale tor 
Gods glory ; love into charity , 
ſorrow into repentance ;' pity itt 
to emeidecds; hope into pati- 
ence; feare into watching and 
peayer; ; mirth-into thankſgiving; 
contidence into per.everance, The 
incanſtancy of the wind makes 
the PYytat fea watchrull, and the 
Gtarderot our affetions ought: 


'to make tis advided. As is a horſe: 
| ff mae we Our aieſions, þ x 
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Meditations, 13 


7 | withous -ynderitanding ; let rea- 
ſon..rule.the- reines, lelt thou bee- 
overthrowne.. Haſt thou to deale- 
7 with a canning man which is1ike 
'* "to overtakethee ? or a great nam. 
which willbe too hard, for thee? 
or. a haſty man which will offer 
to-hart thee? 'or witlyd lewd man 
which may corrupt thee ? looke 
| well about” ther; there: is'more 
; danger-from-thy owne paſſions, - || 
then fron any, or all-chefe, It: is . - | 
» | good; tb doe nothing in paſſion, 
give tithe to.realon, and. uſc the 
helpe of prayer , and: thou-ſbalt 
'anon +eſpy -the--depth- of- ſome -/* 
| temptation; which lies commons... . 
| | Jy bidunderan ordinarypaſſion, *| 
| Therearetentations of-all forts, © |} 
- | and'for all forts of; paſſions; for 
» \ © merry. men, unlawfullpleaſaresy. 2 
1 for {adimen; uncomfortable: des. 
{pairesy for-preſimppuous,orfingans 
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14 CUnNeditations, 
and brawles. Looke to thy paſſi. 


ons, and thou maiſt prevent ma- 
ny, though not all temptations. 


_—_ 


Meditation 4. 
Of Providence, 


Hou art not able to change 

the courſe of natnre;it 1s onl 
in the power of God who jews 
it, The ſecond canle is tied to the 
firſt, but the firſt workerh: freely 
either with it, or without it. Hath 
God taken order for one part of 
his worke and notfor all? Thou 
haſt a free will, not to be conſtrai- 
ned:truc,yet isthis thy will (ubje& 
to the higheſt and firſt will, which 
moving all our willes, is ; moved 
of none. Thou muſt needs follow 
it, that will not follow thee. God 
made mee- in the. firſt man as in 
; py 
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Meditations. I5 
my cauſe, and hee made the firft 
man for himſelte.. Wherefore the 
fall of man did not croſlſe his ſu- 
preme counſel}, for then ſhould 
not that have beene, which not- 
withſtanding he did moſt wil- 
lingly and juſtly ſuffer. Is it Gods 
will then that all men ſhould be 
concluded under finne., that hee 
might have mercy on whom hee 
would, and whom hee would 
he might juſtly forſake? ſo it fol- 
lowes. Yet is his will no cauſe of 
finne, bur a rule of all righteouſ- 
neſſe, ſo ought I to beleeve. Well, 
doth God looke on mee in the 
face of his well beloved ? do I be- 
leeve the Chriſtian Faith ? doeT 
defire to doe all Chriſtian daties ? 
ſtriveI againſt mine owne corrcu 
tions? this is Gods ſpeciall favour 
unto mee, it is his worke in mee 
for which I am bound to bee 
thankfull unto- him, in which 1 
Live 


16 AMed:tations. 


am to-take comfort, this is my. 
duty to tollow his calling, to be 


obedient to his government, here- 
in ſtand: , my, eternall happi» - } 


neſſe: or bee it that I doe not be-- 
leeve or love God, or live in his 
feare, yet is not this in my power 
to amend, or have I any juit cauſe 
of excuſe? exainine not Gods dee, 
crees by thine owne. reaſon, or 
thoſe lawes of juſtice which wee 
are bound to obſerve, feare his 
Majzity, humble thy ſelte betore 
his preſence, ſeeke his mercy,, re- 
ceive not grace. invwaine.z. there is, 
no way to heaven buta holy lite, 
and hee that purpoſeth thou 
{houldeit beſaved : doth call thee 
to faith and repentance. If thou 
avoid.the meanes to attaine unto 
either, thou barreit thy ſe!te out, 
and art an <n:my to thine owne 
Soule , if thun come unto God,he 
Will not rc} &X thee ; wheretore 

ny aske: 


3 


| 
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aske for grace- that thou matt 
come ; without which thou ſhalt 
never come: and it is neceſſary for 


thee 'to know this, leſt thou 


thouldeſt truſt to nature, and: not 
ſecke grace;or deſpaire,when thou 


Feetthowcank not attaine.unto ir 


-by.thine owne ſtrength: Aske not 
-howheis mercitull, which ſaveth 
a few 'and” condemneth many ; 
howhe is juit, which by his will 
ſo bringeth ic about, that wee are 
all inthe cauſe of damnation, but 
-belecve it ; aske not why God 
doth not change the wills of wic- 
ked nen, with whom, and in 
whom hee doth not ceaſe to 
worke: but reverence his decree, 
whoſe judgments arejuſt, though 
unknowne. Bur thou art much 
tronbled and vexed;- to heare this 
dofrine and {0 are many others; 
this trouble, this vexation(it thuu 
belong; to God) ſhall wurne to thy 
good; 
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28 Meditations, 


good; for it ſhall ſo humbleand | 


caſt thee downe, that thou ſhalt 
wholly depend on God, and give 
him his glory; but ifthou belong 
notto him, thou ſhalt complaine, 
aud murmure moreand more, and 
be nothing the better,nothing the 
neare, for God will not ceale to 
be God, though wee belecve not; 
nor good, though we be wicked; 
But: who will care to beleeve?. to 
amend his lite? to ſtrive againſt 
ſinne,if it be not in us; if without 
us God have diſpofed of us? fure- 
ly none of himſelfe can or will, 
they only doe, whom God doth 
vouchfafe to enable. The word of 
God which is his revealed and 
conditionall will,is unto ſome the 
ſavor of life unto life, and unto 
others the. ſavor of death unto 
death ; to none the ſavor of life, 
but to thoſe that beleeve, to none 
the ſavor of death but. to thoſe 
that 
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HMeditations, 19 


that-beleeve not ; he will haveall 
men to be ſaved, ifthey will-them 
ſelves, and hee forſakes none: but 
they that torſake him: theſe 
things are for usto marke, and 
obſerve; yet to beleeve, ornot to 
beleeve, to will ſalvation, or to 
will ic.not, doe depend upon a 
higher will , whoſe law is un- 
knowne to us-: wee.muſt live by 
that which is revealed, and adore 
that which is hidden from us, ſo 
{hall weeneither negle& our duty, 
nor deprive God of his glory and 
majelty. 


Mediation 5. 
Of P atzence. 


Here is none which can bee 

2 merry, nonerich, none well 
friended, none in authority, none 
c 
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have ever good ſucceſſe more ſafe- | 
ly then a Chriſtian: for in all theſe | 
he uſeth a good conſcience, yet ' 


becauſe ſuch a ſtreame of proſpe- 


rity 1s dangerous to mans trailty, | 


hee 1s not to looke for his heaven 


here, but elſewhere , becauſe he is | 


now in triall, not. in triumph, a 
pilgrim, and not at home, that 


many troubles muſt bee ſuffered, 


either to purge him of vice, or 
for his better exerciſe of vertue: 
and both to Gods glory. I fee no- 
thing more neceflary for him 
then Patience, a vertue which 
doth harden him to tollow Chrilt 
willingly,and quickly, in bearing 
the Crofje;and it wee contider onr 
Saviours liie, wee may obſerve 
that he uſed no. one vertne more 
then Patience, not only in his 
Paflion, but in the whole courſe 
of his lite, which as it were no- 
thing but a Paſſion throughout; 
lo 
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{ was it but an exerciſe of his 
continuall patience : wee mult 
ſuffer many things of our adver- 
faries, which will oppoſe them=- 
ſelves to our vocation ; it is not in 
our power to put them by; and 
take them quietly wee cannot, 
without patience. Yea which is 
worlt of all;,God will ſeeme ſome- 
times to be againitus, and taking 
from us inward conſolation, will 
leaveus to ſorrow and ſadnefſe of 
ſpirit, as if we were forſaken;theſe 
things befell unto our Lord, who 
u{ed Patience as the belt remedy, 
teaching us not only to beare his 
Crofſe, but how to beare italſo, 
till it ſhall pleaſe God to retarne 
againeunto us with comfort. Wee 
muſt have patience to beare great 
tentations,as well as ſmall, and to 
beare them as long as it pleaſeth 
God,whether great or ſmall,great 
troubles will nced great Patience: 


and 
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and ſmall troubles enduring long 


no ſmall Patience.Now the Chri- | 
ſtian is to be exerciſed grievouſ]y, | 
continually, becauſe God meanes | 


to make him partaker ofa great 


victory, a _ reward, Faith is | 


neceſſary tor our entrance into 


the Church, hope to nouriſh | 
faith,and love is the fruit of faith, | 


and briefe of all the Commande= | 


ments; ſce here the ſumme of di- 
vinity. But without Patience wee 
cannot abide in the Church, for 
being once offended, wee ſhall 


loſe them except we havePatience. | 


Why is it ſaid, Woe bee to him 
that hath loſt patience ? belike it 


is the laſtlofle. If a Maſter of a | 
Ship loſe his Anchor, or Maine- 


maſt, or a Saile, thoſe are great 
loſſes, yet to be repaired : bur if it 
be ſaid once he hath loſt his Ship, 
wee know hee hath loſt all, and 
perhaps himſclfe roo : ſo it wee 


lole 
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loſe a-time of Prayer, or the ex- 
exciſe of reading and meditation, 
an occaſion of doing good, it wee 
ſtagger in faith, thele are hea- 
vy loſſes indeed, yet particular 
and recoverable , but it it be laid 
wee have loſt Patience, what 
meanes it but that wee have loſt 
all, and our ſelves too? Wherefore 
well isit ſaid, Woe beunto him 
that hath loſt Patience. Patience 
is as it were the ſecond concoi- 
on of all vertues; and drawes from 
them whatſoever is for the 
ſtrength and nouriſhment of a 
Chriſtian life : if this be weake in 
working, our ſtrength is ſmall. 
From faith Patience drawes con=- 
fidence, from Hope perfeverance, 
from Love cheertulnefle. They 
which are Saints in Heaven, are 
ſaid to have Palmes in their 
hands, a reſemblance of Patience, 
by which they are victorious. Pa- 
RR 
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rience-is aremedy in thoſe cauſes 
which-nothing elſe can remedy, 
Shew thy faith to the perſecutor, 


{ hewilbnot ſuffer thee toenjoy ir, 
except thou- wilt loſe liberty, 


$, friends and life, what will 


ecome now of thy faith except: ; 
thou have Patience? ſhew thy cha- | 


rity tothine enemy, hee will de- 
ſpife it, hee will wrong thee till 
more and more, what then will 
become of thy charity if thou 
have -not- Patience ? let jt bee 
Kknowne that thou art an upright 
man; the Devil] will tempt thee 
outwardly and inwardly, and 
whatwill become of thy upright- 


—— 


© — 


nefIe-if thou have not Patience? | 


thou prayeſt, and God: heareth 
not, thowaskeft, & he giveth not; 
thou- wouldeſt have-plenty,, and 
behold want, thou wouldeit have 


o 


weakneſle - thou 'xwouldeſt:. haye 


Y., 


Peace /- 
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" health and ſtrength; and behold | 
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peace and behold warre, thou 
wouldelt have credit, and behold 
lander ; thou wouldeſt be ſome, 
and art no body, and what will 
become of thy prayers if thoy 
have not Patience ?To keepe Pati- 
ence wee muſt be beholding to cx- 
perience.Try once how much pro- 
fit Patience doth'bring thee, and 
thou ſhalt never bee weary of, it, 
thou ſhalt finde ſuccour, feele 
comfort unexpe@ed:obſerve Gods 
providence, & forget not his loves 
this will dire to the end where 
wee ſhall finde contentment, when 
nothing ſhall make us more hap- 
py then that wee have ſuffered 
with Patience, they thatwill not 
bee patient ſhall ſuffer more then 
wee, but wee only which are pa- 
tient, ſhall receive the reward of 
luffering. | 
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Meditation 6. 


Of Liberty. 


[1 
. 
. 


VVE love to take liberty, 
and fareall the worſe; | 


becauſe our choice is of ſuch as is | 


agreeable to a nature fick and not 
ſound. God is neceſſarily good, 
and yet doth good molt freely , 
-man{(fince his fall) is neceſſarily 
evill, and doth evill moſt freely, 


— —_ 


but alas, what a freedome is this | 


fo to bee overlookt by ſinne, that 
wecannot doe any thing to pleaſe 
God, or tocaſe our ſelves ! Chriſt 
by his Goſpell calleth us to a Li- 


berty' notof thefleſh, to liveac- | 
cardingto the luſts thereof, not 


an outward hberty, to diſcharge 
us from duties fit for our callings, 
or preſcribed by lawes not repug- 
nantto the wordof God ; .but to 

a 


| 


| 
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a Liberty of the (pirit : firſt, from 
the curſe of the Morall Law, by 
which we are ſubjeQto the wrath 
of God. And this Liberty comes 
from the free remiſſion of our 
finnesin his bloud who is become 
our Saviour, ſo that all theevills 
which befall us in this lite even 
unto death it ſe]te, turne unto our 
good, and are ſent not from an 
angry Judge, but from a mercifull 
Father as it is ſaid, Wee arcafth- 
Qed,but not convifted; wedoubt, 
but wee deſpairenot ; wee are per- 
ſccuted, but not torſaken ; wee are 

cat downe, but wee periſh not. 

Secondly, from the tyranny of 
finne, ſo that we doe not only be- 
gin toftrive, but doc alfo prevaile 
againſt itmore and more,and hall 

at laftutterly overcome it, even to 

the breaking of the Serpents head. 

Thirdly, from obſervation of ce- 
remonies, and judicialls of 4oſes, 

CG 2 
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as touch not, taſt not, handle not, 
and wee may freely uſe the crea- 
tures of God with ſobriety and 
thankſgiving, which are given for 
meat, drink and apparell, and uſe 
likewiſe or not ule all things in- 
different according to charity. 
Fourthly, trom all Lawes and 
conltitutions of men , that they 
binde not the conſcience as mat- 
ters of ſalvation, though for out- 
ward order and policy weeare in 


cdſcience bound to obſerve them, 


it they bee not contrary to Gods 
word, but agrecable to the ge- 
.nerall rules thereof : this is true 
Liberty, agreeable to the ſtate of 
our firtt Creation, and aboun- 


ding more in grace it wee eeke 


for it,- tor the which wee are con- 
tinually to praiſe God the author 
thereof. It is great Liberty to be 
out ot bondage, bur it a greater 

to be the freeman of Chriit ; it is 
| a great 
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a great Liberty to be taken out of 
the hands of a Tyrant, but a 
greater to be reſcued out of the 
power of finne and Satan; it isa 
great Liberty which Nobility 
doth challepge, but a greater 
which -a good conſcience. What 
a Liberty is it to doe that which, 
is good ? to ſpeakethat which is 
wholeſome, and for edification ? 
rowrong no man ? not towrong 
himſelfe ? to live without ſhame? 
and to die without feare? Let us 
dcteſt the youths Liberty, to have. 
no Tutor, the Theetes. to. eſcape 
the halter, the fooles to ſcoffe at 
his Brother, the blafphemers. to. 
ſcare, the wantons to bee wm- 
ſcene, the drunkards to pledge 
healths and uſe much quafting, 
the malecontents to have no tate, 
theunthrifts to turn himſelfe our 
of houſe and home, 

C3 Medita- 
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Meditation 7. 
Humane frailty. 
Father Adam,thy Children 


are all too much like thee ! 
would I were a Pillar of Marble 
in the Houle of my God, that no 
rentation might ſhake mee, no 
finne diſplace mee; oras the two 
Pillars of Solomons Temple, Fatut 
and Boa, that there might be cer- 
tainty in my reſolution, and con- 
ſtancy in my courſes. A Chriitian 
is a man, but T am more a man 
then a Chriſtian, nay rather a 
child, then a man. I weep tor 
vanities and tojes, and calt hehind 
meethe Law of God more worth 
then the Gold of Ophir. T would 
ftand , but I fall downe flat. I 
wou!d be better, but prove worle. 
I would finne no more, I did not 
to 
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to my. knowledge finne ſo much 
before. Oh hell in this world, 
to hate finne, yet to entertaine 
it, to beare the ſhame, the 
ſorrow, the ſmart, of finne, and 
yet to ſhake hands withit! Where 
ſhall I have teares- enongh to be- 
'waile my {nnes? my heart is bros 
ken with ſighing, andmy braines 
dried ap with _— ould to 
God my head were a fountaine of 
teares, and mine eyes rivers of 
waters, to bewaile the deſolation 
that finne hath wrought within 
mee. If I bee not able ro match 
fſmne in his ſtrength, why give I 
it time,and notrather kill it while 
it is young ? It j:alous thoughts . 
and occaſions not cut off doe ins. 
creaſe his band, why doe I ſuffer- - 
him to maſter Sau}diers ini mine - 
ow ne dominions ? Oh .rhat wee- 
could renew our fight, when wee 
are put to flight (as Ehave read of 
C4 ſome 
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ſome: people) and take onr pur=. 
ſuers at a diſadvantage; but when 
wee. begin once to flie, nothing 
can ſtay us,and though no enemy 
follow, weerun our ſelves out of 
breath. The comforts wee might 
lawfully uſe are ten thouſand 
times more, then the pleaſures 
wee unlawtully fteale; the devo- 
tion which Gods law asketh, is 
free, noble, full of reward, the tax: 
which finne impoſeth, bale, ſla- 
viſh, beggerly : yet how proudare 
wee in ſuch poverty ? if wee com- 
pare our ſelves, then are wee farre 
more circumſpet, more | holy 
then others, it any duty required 
of us, then (preſuming of our 
owne ſtrength) wee follow-Chriit 
to thedeath,and a little after deny 
him. Peter did once, I would wee 
did not often for lefſe cauſe. How: 
neceſſary for us,; then is humility 
and prayerthumility,wo yalue our. 
{elves 
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ſelves as wee are, (and wee can» 


not indeed thinke worle of our 
ſelves then wee are, wandring, 
weake, unconſiant, wilfull, wick- 
ed and prayer, that wee may 
find in God what wee want tn 
our ſelves: for ſurely he would 
never have ſent his ſonne amongſt, 
us, had he not hd&rareto redrefie 
our mileries ; and to aske ofthe: 
Fatheriin the name of the-Sonne, 
is the way to bee y-— in ob= 
taining our ſuits; Let not thy -un=- 
worthinefſe diſcourage thee to 
come unto God:: nor let/his mer= 
cy make thee forget thy vileneſle, 
that keeping a hard hand on thy 
corruprtions, thou mailt the better 


preyaile with God as Facob did.:: 
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HMeditation 8. 
Of V veat ions. 


| \Ome you into one of their 

ſhops whoſe wits arc ſaid to 
- dwell in their fingers, and you 
ſhall wonder rofſee the ſtore and 
variety of tooles, and how it may 
be poſſible, that one hand ſhould 
aſe themall, and yet not one but 
hath his uſe ; likewiſe look you 
into the (tare of ſome greater ſo- 
6iety, and youſhall ſec a world of 


men,& yet not one id{c,becauſe & - 


very man is _—_— by the gifts 
naturall oc above nature, and cal- 
led our as. it were to. apply him< 


ſelfe unto that kind of life for | 


which he is moſt fit. It is ſtrange, 
that amongitſo many ſundry vo-. 
cations, as there: are, ſome high, 


ſome low , paore, rich, noble, 
baſe,. 
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baſe, of body; of mind, there is 
notwithſtanding: ſuch an excef- 
Jent harmony of them all, that as 
wee ſay of the bodily members, | 
that they ſerve both for one ano- 
thers turne, and for the good of 
the whole body: ſo it may be ble 
of theſe. And as thetakin 
Gr ram, + te worth 0 - ro | 
the of the body : ſors ir ih 
this ee to 2 State, if, neceffary 
Vocations dee wanting; or mmne- 
ceſſary uſed. All men are nor fitfor 
all Vocations 4 and therefore as 
there are diverſe abilities in mer), 
fo are there diverſe Vocations a- 
bone which: they. ſhould bee int- 
ployed. oak is it _—_— that ; 
all : Vocations bee. in uſe, - wr | 
fach for whom they are moſt 
There is one moſt neceflary, genie . 
rall ' and. hononrable Vocation, | 
and is the. rule' of all ' others, 
which callech-ns oatof the world | 


ta, 
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to., profeſſe Chriſtian. Religion; 
and after which - wee arecalled 
Chriſtians... God grant wee may 
well confider what this callingre- | 
quireth of.us, and wee ſhall be the 
more forward in the datics of 0- 
ther callings, for there are alſo 
callings ſpeciall, and theſe muſt 
not only be lawtfull in themſelves, 
but lawfully uſed, We ſhould be- 
come our callings, but wee think | 
it enough if our callings become 
us; whereby there fals out{o great | 
ods betweene, both, that all. men 
ſee how, unfit wee are for them, 
and they, for us.. Some are;not 
called but , doe. call themſelves, 
and that is, .not for love of the 
calling, but ſome circumſtance, as 
credit or gaine, and theſe dgeas ' 
little good in a calling as any, If ' 
a man paſſe by a dignity or title, 
-and, put himſelfe into a place 
' here, he may be more good; 
: enls : | 


| 
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this man no doubt: loves: his cal- 
ling, and may well bee commen- 
ded for his modeſty. 

In - a-calling there -is both an 
office, and a maintenance; and T 
wonder that in thoſe callings 
which are- the - weightieſt , the 
office is oft times divided from 
the maintenance, and men reckon 
notmach of it, whereas in other 
callings of leffe importance they 
mult goe together, and if there be 
a faulty-neglet, men ſooner com- 
plaine. - 

It one be appointed a Judge, he 
mult fit himſelfe in Court-ro heare 
Cauſes, elſe- hath he not his al- 
lowance ; if a Counſeller, he muſt 
bee preſent at the Barre to plead 
= his Client, -.or elſe he hath no 

EEs | 

If Captaine-of a Caſtle, hee 

muſt abidethe affault, clſe he :lo- 


IF 
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If x 
Sheep,and he look not umtothem, 


I withdraw his. ge; _ 
a &@ : 


hath the Benefice , 
hath the cure, there is a Parſon but 
no Preacher, there is neither Par- 
fon nor Preacher, but there are 
their ProQtors. 


There bee two vertnes which 


helpe a Calling, and there be ewo' 
vices which pall it downe, Itis 
an excellent rule when wee have 
wed our meanes, ſo to feare God, 
as wee depend on his blefling ; this 


breeds comfort and nefle: 


againe, to uſe patience though rhe 
ſaccefſe ' be — , then wee 
look for; this will rid us of vexa- 
tion. How i!} doe they provide for 
their buſineſſe, which deale falſly ; 


a thing which God will not 
blefſe > or . envy orhers- ſo farre, | 


IT appoint one to keep my- 


that . chey loſe their owne- con«. | 


alt. | 


| 
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all callings to depend fo on one 
another, that there is no gift or 
benefit wb a man hath, but muſt 
mne 0 the good of his Neigh- 
bour ; and inſtead of envying his 
proſperity, wee would rejoyce at 
m, were oureye lingle. 

It one were to bee choſen for a 
calling, among a thouſand who 
might ſeeme more fit then a bu- 
fybody, for his readineſſe, to 
meddle where. no man delires 
him; for hisdiligence, to do more 
thenever lie bath chankes for; for 
his ability, no matter ſcemes too 
hard for him ? and yet in truth he 
is the only unfie man ofall others, 
m his talk he is ever from the mat- 
2x, and in his dealings knows 
better how to begin then end, be 


| 4s taken up with every tale hee 
heares, and he hath buſinefſe with 
every wan he meets ;- his memory 
K. a5 weak as his apprehenſion is 

quick. 
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quick,and though in duty he will 
take much on him, yet in curteſy 
you areto leave him at his liber- 


ty, and to looke for nothing from | 


him till all his buſinefſe be ended, 
and that will never bee: fit a cal- 
ling for this man, and fit a faſhion 
for this age. 
But:to returne to our purpoſe, 
.and deſcend more lower into 


thoſe  callings- amongſt . which | 
{ome are publique, others private. | 


The publique callings are appoin- 
ted for the order and ſafety. of 
the private, . and the-private uſed 
for the maintenance. of the pub- 
lique, The publique hath more ho- 
nour, but Jeſſe quietnefſe ; more 
wealth, but leſſe content : the pri- 
vate hath more contempt, 'but 
kileenvy ; more wrong, but lefſs 
danger. Of all publique funEions 
none are more worthy then thoſe 


which pertaine to the: Church, 
| (the 


; 


| 
: 
: 


| 
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(the Civill I deny not-areas ne- 
cellſary:)confider their ſubje& and 
end, they deale with the Soules 
of men to bring them to Heaven! 
in this the Church 'is ſubje& to 
none but Chriſt,thongh in reipe& 
of.the perſons that uſe them, ſhee 
is ſubje& to the Magiltrate, as:the 
Magittrate in that he is a Chriſt 
an is ſubje& to the Church, The 
world will fay that the Common=- 
wealth is before the Chnzch, - and. 
that there may be a Civill ftate 
though no Church ; but the 
Church cannot be without a Ci- 
vill ſtate. But what ſaith Chriilt, 
Seeke the Kingdome of God firſt, Þe 

would have us build a Church be- 

fore wee ered a State, and-our firſt 
Parents Adam and Eve were a 

Church before there was a Com- 


| mon-wealth; and as a Church. 
| had the bleſling from God to e- 
| get a Common-wealth , ſaying 


unto 


/ 


42 Meditations. 


unto them, Increaſe and multiply; | 


bat then when the Common- 
wealth was increaſed, the Church 


was neglefed:and ſo is itever. But - 


T would not have the Church 
Guelphes, and the Commons- 
wealth Gibellines : Oh what an 
harmoniall hierarchy is it, when 
the Church and Common-wealth 


doe not only dwell and converſe | 


together, but ſo. incorporate 


themſelves one ifito another, that 


they may ſeceme bur one body, 


yet without confuſfion of their 


'ocations,and rights! - 
Therefore doe [| diflike the mo- 
naſticall life, which hath beene ſo 
much in requeſt as the next way 
to Heaven: all that they could ſay 
was that they prayed for others, 
which is the common returne of 


all idle rogues and wandring beg- 


gers; but whereas others did both 
pray and labour for them, they 
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withdrew themſclves from: all 
converſmg with men in any cal- 
ling ; they noted the Prieſts which 
had cures with an odio..s epithere, 
| calling rhem Seculars, and yet in 
| wealth and eaſe they themitlyes 
| were farre beyond, in paine be- 
| hindthem. Solitarines for a time, 
| to better thoſe callings, that 
Schollers may returne to con- 
verſe among men, with the greater 
profir, is that which our: Saviour 
uſed, and is to be commended. 


= — —— — —_— _—_ 


Meditation 9, 
Of Gods long ſuffering. 


| VV Ee find fearefull exam- 


| ples of Gods anger a- 

gainſt linne, as Adam caſt out of 
Paradiſe, Cain baniſhed from the 
Lords prefence, the old world 
drowned 
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drowned in the Flood, Sodome | 


and the Cities adjoyning burnt 
with fire from Heaven, Pharoah 
and his Hoſt choaked up in the 
Red Sea, Corah and his compani- 
ons: ſwallowed up of the Earth, 
ſeven Nations put to the Sword 
by the 1/7aelires, the twelve I ribes 
difperſed, the painfull death of 
our Lord the ſonne of. God, ſuf- 
fering for theſinne of man, yet is 
God very patient. towards fin- 
ners, firſt in that he calleth all 
men to repentance by the found 
of his word, or the inward touch 


of their owne con{ciences ; ſecon- 


ly, becauſe it is long before hee 
doth paniſh offenders, as the old 
wacks had a hundred yeares, the 
7 Nations foure hundred;thirdly; 

ecauſe he doth give warning' be- 


tore the ſtroake fall, by threat- 


nings, fignes and wonders., and if 


men repent and call for mercy, he 
for- 


| 
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forgiveth, and holds his handas 
it fell out -ro Ninivehb. Fourthly, 
when he doth puniſh he remem- 
breth mercy,and though hemake 


© ſome an example, yet ſaveth -he 


his people which deſerved all 'to 
perith : this fell out to Adam, and 
oft times to the Jſraelites, net- 
withſtanding that they morethen 
onceprovoked him. Laſtly,there 
are many whom he —— 
ſheth in this life, though they 
daily offend him , but doth be- 
ſtow upon them both peace and 
plenty, filling their hearts with 
joy and gladneſſe; whence it com= 
meth to. paſſe that many dare 
vaunt there is no God,promiling 
unto themſelves liberty of doing 
what they liſt, grow moſt looſe 
and licentious, and draw unto 
themſelves whole multitudes of 
ſach as they have corrupted : ſuch 
aone was Njmrod after the floud, 
a 
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a Captaine of them which laid 


the foundation of that never to be 


finiſhed tower. 

Bur this isa wicked abuſe of the 
divine patience, which is as it 
were an Arke,wherby the Church 
is [aved, from the overflowings of 
ungodlinefſe. The godly under- 
Randing well rhe Lords patience, 
obſerve thereby how willing he 
is thatall men ſhould repent and 
bee laved : for being all as weeare 
borne in ſinne, and fo fraile ever 
after,that the beſt doth oft offend, 
what hope were there of avoiding 
his diſpleaſtre, if he ſhould not 
grant time to imbrace thoſe 
meanes, whereby wee might bee 
again reconciled to him? And this 
he doth nor once or twice, but 
often, as our Saviour proteſted, 
How oft would I have gathered 
you ? and behold great patience, 
wherfore from him which would 

not 


| 


\ 
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not have us tye our ſelyes to ſeven 
times , but doth inlarge it te 


|| ſeventy times ſeven times, look 


for the like or greater meaſure 
from the length of his owne pa- 
tience. And this is 16 farre from 
breeding any dulncſle in Gods 
Children, as though this patience 
were a {lacknefle of the Lord in 
favour of finne, ora weakneſle as 
unable preſently to puniſh what 
he doth not favour,that knowing 
his purpoſe therein, they are'the 


| More earneſtly inforced ſpeedily 


toreturne unto the Lord, and that 
with great ſorrow, having offen- 
ded him, which is ſo patient in 
forbearing of them. And they la- 
bourſo much the morediligently 
to redeeme what by negligence 
hath beene omitted often with 
thankfulneſſe, calling to mind 
this fingular benefit, and ftirre up 


| Others to bee partakers thereof: 


And 
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and unto all thoſe is Gods pati- 
ence a ſanQuuary, from his wrath, 
For-them only ſhall ic be turned 
into fury, which have deſpiſed it, 


If God be ſo patient, and beare ' 
with us, ſhould wee be impatient | 
and not beare with one another? 


God dealt patiently with him 


which afterwards tooke his bro- 


ther by the-throat,: There is no-= 
thing which more diſpleaſeth the 


Lord, nothing wherein he defi- | 


reth rather-to bee imitated, in fo 


much as he barreth him from all 


accefſe which wanteth patience, 


Prayer-is of ſuch force with God 


that it winneth any thing from 


him, yet if thou be impatient, it | 


availeth nothing, for thon askeſt 


a good turne of Cod, and beareſt 


no good mind to thy brother, | 


& therfore he will not heare thee. 
Wilt thon have God patient ? 
abuſe not thy brother as onewan- 


ting _ 


. 


| 
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; | ting patience. God who doth all 


| 


things patiently, doth all things 
wiſely ; for patience is quiet and 

atience takes leaſure, ſo that in 
lim followes not this after-wit, I 
had not wiſtit. Impatient men are 


| angry and haſty, which two 


things pervert counſel]. Oh vaine 


man, thou knoweſt how patiently 


the Lord hath dealt with thee, 


' and how impatient thou haft 
; . beene thy ſelfe for ſmall matters, 


doſt thou not wonder at both 2 
how the Lord could beare with 
thee ſo long, or thou thy ſelfe ſo 
little for Gods ſake? The Lord 
would not have thee periſh, here 
is thy good intended: doe thou 
that which may turne to thy 
brothers good, that God may be 
glorified in thy patience, This 
made a ſay unto his brother 
Eſaz, I have ſeene thy face as if I 
had ſerene the face of God, and in- 
D deed 
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deed a patient man is no other 


then the very Image of God a- 
monegſt men. 


Meditation 10. 


Of Faith and Workes, 


"A S the Suine riſeth in the 
Eaſt and ſetteth in the Welt, 
ſo jReligion riſeth in Faith and 
ſetteth in obedience of Workes: 
and as there cannot bee an Eaſt, 
but there muſt be alſo a Welt, ſo 
ts there no faving Faith without 
the obedience of Faith; and as the 
Morning and 'Evening make one 
Day, fo Faith and obedience 
os life ofa > — TI haveread 
ot a people which wanting a 
King + P g 
eleftion, they would goe all to- 
gether into a broad Field, N__ 
the 


| 


id agree on this kind of 
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the Towne, and he that could 


. eſpiethe riſing of the Sunne firſt, 


ſhould bee taken as the worthieſt 
man, ſo after midnight they went 
out, to obſerve the riling of the 
Sunne, and the whole multitude 
had their Eyes fixed on the Eaft, 
one only amongſt them, wiſer 
then the reſt, looked toward ithe 
Welt, at whom' they all maryel- 
led much, but when the day be- 
gan to dawne, and all others 
were intentive Eaſtward, to take 
notice of the Sunnes riling,' this 
fellow which ſtood Weſtward.be- 
fore they wiſt of it, ſhewed them 
the riſing of the Sunne, in the tops 
of the Houſes and Towers of c 

City : It is a common conceitof 
them, which take -notice-of 'Re« 
ligion in any, to'looke towards 
his Faith and profeſſion, becauſe 
indeed Religion doth begin, and 
as it: were riſe there; but th 
D2 Whic 
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which are wiſe will look towards | 
obedience and Workes , becanſe | 
Religion doth firſt appeare there, | 
it may bee hid in Faith, and thou 
canſt not certainly diſcerne it, | 
for there is ods betweene Faith | 
and profeſſion ; but if his Workes | 
b!e good and godly, thou | 
maiſt boldly preſume, that the | 
Sunne. of righteouſheſſe is riſen | 
on him;and hath with his beames 
-of Religion _—_ him: 
wherefore F2m:s faith, Pure re- | 
ligion and undefiled before God, | 
and the father, is this, to viſit the 
fatherlefle and widowes in their 
adverſities, and to keep himſelte 
unſpotted of the world : marke 
how he judgeth of Religion, not 
by Faith, butobedience, and yet 
there is no Religion pure, but by 
Faith , becauſe Faith is alſo to be 
tied by obedience, in the fight of 
men, as obedience by Faith I 

| od ; 
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| God; And Chriſt uſeth the ame 


dire&tion , Hereby ſhall all men 
know you are my Diſciples, if yee 
love one another; and love as yee 
know containerth all dutics of the 
Law; and hence is Chriſts anſwer 
in the Goſpell, to ſuch as ſhall ſay 
atthe day of judgment, Have not 
wee taught, and preached, and 
done. great Workes in thy name? 
Depart from me,I know you not, 
all yee workers of iniquity:Chriſt 
looked not on their profeſſion, 
but prafice. There is a know- 
ledge of the truth, and that wee 
have from Faith, beleeving in the 
Death, Reſarre&ion; and Aſcen- 
fon of Chriſt ; and there is an ex+ 
perience of the truth; when the 
vertue of -theſe things beleeved, 
doth worke- in our lives, as 


when by the power of Chrifts 


Death, weedie unto finne; and by 
the power of his ReſurreQion, 
D 3 wee 
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wee ariſe unto newnelle of life, 
and by the power of his Aſcen- 
fion. are keavenly minded. When 
wee are come to knowledge, wee 
paſſe onto truit, and confidence, 
by applying to our ſelves the pro- 


_ miſes of theGoſpell, ſo. when wee- | 


are come-to. this truſt, wee mult 


paſſe on: to experience, and. triall. 
in- our lives., by imitating thoſe | 
things in our ſelves. which Chriſt 


hath done for us ; this is that 
which Saint Paz! ſaith , wee all 
behold: as in;a mirrour the glory 
of the Lord, with-open face, and 
are changed.intothe ſame-Image : 
from glory to. glory : as by the 
y-N of God, God. ſheweth his 

ace open to us in the Goſpel, 
wee behold. it by Faith, wee are 
changed into the fame by ſpecial] 
truſt . and: confidence, that the 
things there promiſed, belong un- 
to us, as remilſion of ſ{innes, the 
righte- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, freedome 
' from death, and the gift ofeter-= 


nall life ; and wee paſſe from glory 
to glory, by thecxperienceſpoken 
of, when the vertue of the things 
wee beleeve, doth worke in our 
lives, and make us holy, as heis 
holy ; and wee have both righte- 
ouſneJe inherent and imputed 
and for this cauſe, Pax! ſpeaking 
of the ſame matter to the Philippi= 
ans, doth not count himſelte per--- 
feft,or' to have as yetattained the 
full end of his calling, for though .. 
he had begun in the firſt degree to 
beleeve, and gone forward ro the 
cond for application, 'yer had 
he nuuch to doe in the laſt, as long. 
as it ſhould pleaſe God to lend - 
him lite, Bat your will ſay, what 

dath the vertue of Chriſts Paſſion, 


| Reſurreftion, and Aſcenſion be- 


long to us? As the ſap of the ſtock 
belongs to the gratt, ſo wee being 
D:4 oratted 
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grafted into Chriſt by a lively | 
Faith, that vertue of his, whereby. | 


hee overcame death, roſe againe | 


and aſcended , muſt needs. grow 
up inus,to bring forth like fruits; 
and to ſignify this union, he in 


other places is called: the head, 


and the- faithfal] members of the | 


iamebody, a vine, and the faith- 
full branches of the vine 5 and 
how this union is made betweene 
Chriſt and the faithfull, the Sa- 


crament of Chriſts blefſed body | 


and blbud, doth not only repre- 
ſent, but that it is done alſo, as 
often as the faithfull doe rightly 
receive the ſame, it doth teſtify ; 
and therefore there is not bare 
bread, or a figne only, but the bu- 
dy andbloud of Chriſt really, yet 
not groſly, as the Papiſts imagine, 
but after a heavenly manner to 
the Soule, to Faith , neither is it 
neceffary forthis union, and the 
benefit 


[el 
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| benelit thereof, that it ſhould be 
| locall ; fo as Chriſts body mult 
[ enter into-ours , but when Faith 

\ doth embrace Chriſt, crucified for 


us, that the Spirit, . whoſe power 
is-not tied to diſtanceof places, 
make the faithfull man partaker 
of thoſe gifts and graces of his 
redemption, which can beno o-- 
therwHe derived unto him, but 
from the humane nature of Chriſt 
which: ſuffered, and as hee is a 
member of Chritt. 


Heditation 11. 


Of lerzt. 


yo IS x great queition be-- 
tweene the Papiſts and us, 
what workes pleaſe God beſt, ei- 
ther ſuch as aredone to Merit, or: 
of duty : they ſay workes.doneof 
D5 duty 
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duty haye leſſe zeale ; but belike 
they ſeyarate duty from love: wee. 
ſay, workes done to Merit ſavor 
more of pride, and cannot pleaſe | 
God of themſelves, becauſe they 
want duty : and if- wee ſhould: 
foine with them in an iſſue about 
zeale, it might bee proved that 
their zeale for the glory of God. 
is not ſo great, which: worke to. 
Merit as the others, Saint Pazl, as: ' 
appeareth in his: Epiltle to the | 
Philippians, wrought.notto Merit, | 
but. of duty and-love : he which. | 
worketh-:to.Merit, muſt remember. 
what is pait, and examine all his | 
workes from: the beginning to. 
theend; whether they be worchy 
that reward which he meanes to 
challenge, but Saint: Paul work-.. 
ing of duty, forgot what was palt 
as though he had done nothing, 
and his mind was only on that. | 
which he might beable to do = i 

ther. - 
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him life, according tothat of our 
Saviour, When yee have done all 
that you can;/ſay, yonareunpro= 
brable ſervants:avit heſhould fay, 
thinke ſo' meanly of what you 
have done; that you count it your 
duty to-doe' much -more as long 


as you live; (even 'ds much as you 


can;-and yetſhall you be Uunpro- 
fitable ſervants; both in reſpe&6f 
the grace uſed; and not turnedto 
the beſt advantage, and/in refpeft 
of: rhe gloty” to: bee-received,” for 
which. you can give-ng wort 

recompencs, / favitg that It is'the 
fathers will for my fake to give it 
to-you,& what he hath promiled, 
he will in ju fticeperforme: Belike 
Chriſt when he'ſpake ſo mach of - 
duty , meant to"rake zeale from 
workes -nothing' at all , but to | 
addethe'more love-andwilling- -- 


nelle; which is the cauſeofzeale, , | 


tQ:;. | 
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£0 the baſe and {laviſh mind. a be- 


nefit paſt is of no force, whereas. 
the free and gentle heart is dilpo-. 


{ed towards, a good turne recet- 
ved ; but becauſe both they and 
wee agree thus farre, that good 
workes are-neceſlary, let us rather 


buſy our ſelves about doing wel],- | - 


then diſputing AI 
that ,I may .remember. I: am a 
Chriſtian.;-.if this bind me not to 


doe good, nothing will ; if I'dae | 


unfeignedly what Iean,God will 


|bee merciful. where I faile;:and 


. Ghriſt will, ;rather want merits, . 


then I ſballwant reward, 


. . 7 + 
11-4 : Adeditation 12:;..- 
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; 4 Hey. which know. what be- 
| . longs to a flock, are notipg- 


norant.. . 
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norant of the care of a Shep- 
heard, or the neceſlities of Sheep; 
neither is|it. an :unworthy conft- 
derdtion ,i for:out of Shepheards 
have. been taken Kings, and Kings 


| jr time paſt have not refuſed to 
| be Shepheards, and they which 
| - at this day;doe rulein the:State, 


bavethis as no meane title ot 
theirauthority, tobe ſtiled Shep= 
beards of- thie people ;- yea God 
himfelfe. doth vouchſafe to ex- 
pref{e;the. Government: which he 
taketh over his people, under the 
title. &f Shepheard ; and: Chriſt 
Feſws our Loxd who died for 
mankind, is'called the great Shep- 
ves of our _ nd indeed 
the charge over a flock or peo 

are ;nweh .like;; wee in kay 


| have-a; great-defire. to deale on 


Sheep, and it is oneof the chiefeſt 
commodities .in the Countrey 


they are ſo profitaþle; their Wool 
is 


A # 
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3s: in great requeſt at home, and 
with | rhe, , their bodies are 
good for meat 'or medicine, yea 
their ' very- excrement. have their | 
uſe;they are gentle of nature, not | 

dangerous to. be handled as other 
beaftswhich are armed to defend. 
or offend, ' howbcit in this doth 
not the reſemblance hold fo well; 
bat if you reſpe& the weakneſſe 
.and neceſſities of Sheep, it may -. 
notably exprefle ' the care, the - 

faithfullnefle, the diligence which | 

God uſcth, in governing his peo- ]. 

ple; Godiis.defirons: to rule this 

ſervants as aflock of Sheep, nor 

for any great profit hecan make 
of them, neirher is it intended of 
himi which needs it not, or lookt 
forthere whereit cannotbe had, + 
for thongh*their bodies were of | 
excellent'imployment by creati= . 
on; yet what-are they of them- 
ves lince A#am: Fall, —_ 

v4 ; OFT. 
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of uncleane Birds, neſts of finne, 


gricyoully tainted with a fick- 


; ncfſe thatin Sheep makes carcaſſe 
' and Wool unprofitable ? It is 


alone then for our profit, that 


hee will have us under govern= 


ment, the Laws which he makes, 
arenot for his owne good, which 


is infinite goadneſſe. in himſelfe 


but for ours © neither the courſes 
which wee undertake under his 
direftion for his happineſſe, who 
is eternall happineſſe himſelfe, 
butfor ours. True it is, that he 
addeth unto his. Law authority, 
to make us therather yeeld un- 


to that; which is for our benefit, 
and from his authority, doth: 


proceed reward or puniſhment, 
that wee may know hee con 
nandeth not-in-vaine, Moreover 
the government of men(as they 
belt know , which. know: Stare 
matters.) 18. the men. themſelves, 
being 
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being ſo variable, full of-difcons . 
tent and malice, above all Creas - 
tures, | if wee will count: them | 
tame, becauſe of reaſon wee ſhall 
find them wild-and ſavage by e- 
vill courſe and cuſtome ot life; 
notwithitanding,God doth make - 
them ſo his owne, whom he rules 
as his flock, that:noneſhall be able 
ta pull them-out-of his hands, he - |. 
will not iloſe one of the leaſt of 
them, he leaveth the ninety and 
nine, to ſeek out the wandring 
and loſt Sheep, and when he hath 
found him', layeth him on his 
ſhoulders with joy, and retur- 
ning home, maketh merry with 
his Neighbours for the Sheep 
that was loft, but is found ; he 
knoweth his Sheep,and is known 
of - them, he will lay downe his 
life for his Sheep, and will not 
forſake them ;* he bringeth them 
znto the ſweet paſturcs of his _ 
M4 
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iy: Word , and refreſheth them 


with the coole Waters of his Spl-- 
; rit, he hatha rod and a ſtaffe, the 


rod keeps in his Sheep, and the 
tiaffe keeps out the Wolfe': by all 
which it commeth to paſſe, that 
no flock; is in ſuch tate as his, 
they have a comely orderin their 


going forth, a provident -provi- - 


of needfull things, ahd ſure 


| fafety all about them : happy is 
hethat canſay, The Lord is my 


Shepheard; he tharis not of this 
fold, is of the Devils waſt ; Chriſt 
hath many promiſes of good to 
be done unto his flock; and for 
his flockes ſake it is he cannot 
abide the Wolfe, of which one is: 
no good-Neigbour,. and the o- 
ther, a deadly enemy to Sheep-;: 
F count him the Wolte which: 


is the knowne adverſary, and the- 


Goat is'the looſe Chriſtian, the- 
adverſary hath a bloudy mind; 


and. 


66 Meditations, 


ad the looſe Chriſtian is offen- 
five by an ill life, | 


Ai 


Meditation 13, 
Dulneſſe of Spirit.. 


” Here is no diſeaſe more dan- 

; gerous to a religious Soule, 
then. dulneſle or heavineſſe of 
rin, which makes the ground 
of the heart ſo cold, that the ſeed 
_ of grace.lyeth fora time;as itwere 
dead; and hath no growth : it 


makes the Chriltian either fear-- 


full or {low to doe good , and 
layeth him open to tentations: 
itariſeth from the corraption of 
nature which is froward, in- 
creaſeth by diſeaſes and diſcon- 


tentments, and groweth toa head | | 


by' particular doubts and uncer- 
Lainties: it hath ſtrange Symp- 


- v_ BOS ONT 


tomes, even: in thoſe which have 


beene well ſchooled and trained. 
up in Chrittianity : it ſuggelteth 


and would perſwade them well- 


neare, that it is all as well with: 


the godleiſe as the godly, that he 


isin as good cane, that ſweareth- 
as he that feareth an oath, that. 


an upright conſcience is but a ce- 


remonious ſcrupuloſity , forma. 
lity and complement may -ſerve. 
' aswell, that theworld is-notfo 


unworthy a thing, as lightly to 


be ſet by, and thejoyes of Heaven. 
belong rather to Angels then- 


men : itis offended at hearing or 
reading Gods word, prayers, 


ry workes, holy meetings, and 


ath ſome exception againft tnem 
all; it will per{wade thee in par- 
ticular, that God dorh not regard 
or ſo much as reſpe thy ſervice, 
and cloſe with thee this at laſt, 
it thy' calling bee ſo worthy as 
thou 
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thou-wouldit make it; yet art thou 
unworthy of thy calling, unkit, 


and ſo: farre from ſpeeding in it, | 


that it were better: for thee to doe 
any other thing, or juſt nothing. 
I know not whereunto F may 


better compare this diſeaſe, then | 
to that which in women yong | 
with child they call Longing, 


when the ſtomach ſtopt with ill 
humours, the appetite is altered, 
and the Patient importunately 


deficeth ſtrange meats ;.fo.in this 


cauſe naturall inbred corrupti- 
ens ſtriving againſt grace, and 
abounding within, doe alter the 


godly appetite, making Gods | 


ervant loath his ordinary diet, 
and exerciſes, as being uncom- 
fortable, unſavory, and to affe& 
ſtrange - things contrary to the 
health of the Soule, They which 
travell by Sea when they ſee it 
once calme, and on a ſudden to 

dance 
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dance and ſhake, and know no 
cauſe why , looke for a tempeſt 


| ſhortly after, ſo this dulneſſe or 


CR 


heavinefſe which is fo unquiet 
and out of order, gocth many 
times before ſome greater finne z 


| ſet it be conſidered whether ſuch 
| a kind of dulneſſe came not on 
| David before his adultery, and 
| numbring - the people; on the 


| Diſciples, before they forſooke 


their malter, and ſpecially on Pe- 
ter before he denied his Lord, 1 

it a difference betweene this hea- 
vinefſe or dulneſſe of ſpirit, and 


- thathardnefſe of heart, deadnefſe 


or benumming, which is proper - 


. to the wicked : in cauſe; for that 


_ from cuſtomes and ha- 
its in {inne, from wilfull ſftab- 
berneſle; this from thereliques of 
corruption, yet abiding in Gods 
children : in degree ; that is with- 
out ſenſe or feeling, like a lethar- 
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8; this hath ſome reſiſtance, and 
Ii 


* tweene God and thy Soule, to 


P 


e the fit ofan Apue, in event: | 
that doth make them worſe, and | 
in theend overcome them, this 
the godly doe overcome, and af- 
ter grow the better adviſed. The | 
meanes to avoid this dulneſſe, is | 
to converſe with God, and to | 
keep our hearts in arewith him, | 
by calling to mind every day his 
benefits general], particular, cor- 
porall, ſpirituall, what he hath | 
done for thy Soule already, what 
hewill doe farther, then to ex- 
amine thy ſelfe how thou haſt 
beene aniwerable that day for 
ſuch kindneſle and love unto thee, 
then to fall to prayer, asking 
pardon for thy tinnes, with a 
faithfull and penitent heart, and |, 
entring into a new league be- | 


forfake finne more earneſtly, and 
to ſerve God more carefully then | 
in times paſt, Aedis 


- 
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Meditation 14. 
Of Foy: 


T is good to rejoyce ever, and 
never to rcJoyce, I meane care 
nally : wee muſt not ſet up Joy 
as an Idol in our hearts, as 
though there were no higher 


matter; it a man askus why wee 


are merry, wee can ſay nothing, 
but becauſe wee love to be merry, 
yet ought wee to preferre God to 
our Joy, and the glory of God, 
the good of our Neighbour, and 
the health of our Soules , wee 
muſt ſo rejoyce in temporall 
things , that wee barre not our 
ſelves from heavenly comforts; 
wee mult be fo familiar with out- 
ward things, that wee grow no- 
thing the more ſtrange with Ged: 
if otherwiſe, wee ſell our birth- 

right 
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right for E/azs Broth, Canaan for 
the fleſh-pots of Egypt, and as it 
is commonly ſaid, Wee goe out 
of Gods bleſſing into a warme 
Sunne, Take heed then to thy 
ſelfe, it is lawtfull for thee to uſe 
the bleſſings of God for thy ne- 
ceſlity, I ſay more, for thy com- 
fort and recreation, ſo farre forth 
as doth concerne thy perſon, yea 


thy ſtate and calling ; but if thou | 
uſe them for thy recreation only, | 
and have no farther or better end, 


thou wilt quickly fall to the a- 
buſe, reſpeXing rather what thy 
appetite doth crave, then God 
Mh_ : God allowes no ſuch uſe 
of his creatures, as makes thee 
the leſſe able or willing to ſerve 
him, wherefore a reſtraint at leaſt 
in affeQation touching theſe 
things, is better then by lookhng 
too much the reins to our unruly 
fleſh, to ſuffer ix to take the bridle 


and 
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and runne away ; let the feare of 
God be the ſteward of our expen- 
ces, and it ſhall make a good ac- 
count for us; if it cauſe us to paſſe 
by many worldly delights, yet 


_ wil yield unto our conſclences the 


ſounder comfort, for God doth 


| bring unto him the joyes of the 
, Holy Ghoſt,which willingly for- 
| ſakes outward pleaſures ; the la- 
; terend of ſuch joyes is woe, but 
, ofthis it is ſaid, No man ſhall take 


it from you ; Wilr thou rejoyce 
ever? ( methought I heard thee 
fay ſo) bee ſadever to the warld:” 
if thou ſmile with it, let it bee 
from the tecth ontward , ingage 
not thy heart: A ſtrange "Is 4 
that a man ſhould bee ſorry to 
make himſelfe merry ; and theſe 
as ſtrange, wee muſt ftand in feare 
to make our ſelves bold, wee muſt 
bee fooles to bee made wiſe, wee 
muſt dig, that wee may live. - 

E Medita- 
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Meditation 15. 


Humane reaſon. 


S not this our common an- 
. (ver, Have Inotrcafon to do_ 


as I'doe? yet are weenor to live 
by reaſon, but by faich, wheras we 
ſhould rather ſay, Doth not Gads 
word warrant mee to-do, as I do? 
If Religion were but the improve- 
ment of Reaſon, how would men 


entertaine it as their owne, wher- 


as now, they ſuſpett it as a ſtran- 

7 Many have thought: that the 
Feticles of Religion might winne 
credit from principles evident to 
the Ughe of nature, and that Phi- 
waa hath laid as good 
grounds as Divinity: Sarely Hu- 
may Det. can cones us 
W ot many, things wee 
doe, butcannothiing,us forward 


in 
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Mm that wee ought to doe for 
falvation; it was a power in na- 
ture created, to obey and belceve 
if it would , but now in nature 
decaied, it is a want, and it is not 
in mans will to beleeve and obey 
| "thetruth ; and themiſery is, that 
ic knoweth not how to find what 
ic hath loſt, nor ſo much as that 
it hath loſt any thing wichout a 
borrowed light; the word of 
God is the powerfull meanes 
whereby the Holy Ghoſt which 
worketh inwardly in our hearts, 
doth impart this light unto us 
our Reaſon is natural], Faith fu- 
pernatural!, Reaſon is the begin- 
mg of Knowledge, but Faith of 
0m The Papiſts will Gay, 
they have more Reaſon for theis 
Religion theriwe, for Free will, 
| Satisfa&ion, Merits, ohg tu 

Prayers, Latine Service, Images, 


Piſgrimages, Hierarchy, ſtand all 
E2 1PQ# 
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upon good grounds of Reaſon : 


Let us give them what they aske, | 


wee may the more boldly chal- 
lenge truth, without which there 


is no Religion, and to proteſt ' 


freely what wee maintaine, and 
wherein wee deiire by Gods grace 
to die, wee follow not Reaſon 
in making choice of Religion, 
but Gods word ſearching to un- 


| 


derſtand the harder places by 


thoſe that arc more plaine and 
eaſy , keeping our ſelves within 
the proportion of Faith, refu- 
fing not the helpe of Humane 
learning for the phraſe or ſtory, 
neither the teſtimony of better 
times ; by this word wee learne, 
that man hath no good will, nor 
hath his will power to returne to 
God, untill grace make the will 


willing, which of it ſelfis unwil- ' 


ling, and then, bur not till then, 


doth it work with grace, Wie | 
I 


| 
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if Reaſon deny this,and teach the 
the word of God 


wee learne, that there is no fatiſ- 


| faftion for fins belſtdes the death 


of Chriſt, no merit to eternall 
life but his righteouſneſſe ; that 
finnes are all mortal] by nature, 
though not equal], that mans 
righteouſneſfe, though done in 
grace is unperfe&.W hat it Reaſon 
deny this and teach the contrary ? 
By the word of God, weelearne 
that bread in the Sacrament is 
not turned into the very body of 
Chriſt, nor wine into his bloud, 
ſet that it is his very body and 

oud to the faithful] communi- 
cant, who is made partaker of 
whole Chriſt, not by a grofſe and 
fleſhly incorporation, but a ghoſt- 
ly and fo(tual] union. What if 
Reaſon deny this, and teach the 
contrary ? -By Gods word wee 
learne, that worſhipping of I 
| E 3 mages 


Hoes DOR ain fig Foreman, 2 Trans oo agent AY 
| . 4 - _— . > ANT y 


OY 
WS ” _Oy 
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mages amongl(t Chriltians is but: 
a ſetting up of Idols, as amonegtt 
the Heathen , that Prayers in a 


ſtrange tongue for the dead, arc. 
neither devotion . nor charity. | 


What if Reaſon deny this, and. | 


teach the contrary ?. By Gods 
word wee learne, that Religion 
confiſteth not in Popith ſhrift, 


Penance, difference of Meats, 


Apparell, Faſting, Pilgrimage, | 
Reliques, i, 


| ques , Crofling, Holy-oile, 

Holy-water, Holy-bread, Holy- 
beades, Holy-bells. What if Rea- 
{on deny this, and teach the con- 
trary, to the decay of Chriitian 
obedience, which conliſteth in 


an inward mortifcation, and out- | 
wardly, in a patient bearing of | 
Chriks croſſe? By the word of 
God, wce learne, that Chriſt is. | 


the only head of the Church, and 
doth till governe the ſame by bis 
ſpirit and ' word, from which 
WT: >=: Gods 


_ 


M»4:tatsons, T9 
Gods Miniſters or: Prieſts, ferch 
all their authority , and hath 
not given over his place to ano- 
ther, which ſhould rake autho- 
rity above the word, What if Rea- 
ſon deny this, and teach the con» 
trary ? By the word wee learne 
that the Scriptares have faffici- 
ent inſtru&ion to falvation. What 
if Reaſon deny it, and purt' us 
farther over to traditions, reve- 
lations, miracles, to enforce do- - 
Qrines: contrary to the word, is 
not Reaſon juſtly ro be ſaſpeR&ed 
in all theſe things, as thinking | 
but too well of her ſelf, giving too - 
much liberty to nature, and ju» 
ſtifying her owne hypocrifies for 
Gods: good ſervice, of which it-. 
will not bee faid, as-our Saviour 
of the lefſer matters of the Law, 
the tyching of Mint and Cum» 
min, Theſe things yee- ſhould have 
done,bur-:rather this, Who requi- 
E 4 red 
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red. theſe things at your hands, | 


for which yee have left my com- 
mandements? Now my Soule look 
to thy ſelfe, how thou doſt make 


thy choyce,. regard not that an- | 


tiquity, univerſality , ſucccfſion, 


pompe, authority, which is not 


grounded on the truth in the 


word, all theſe will follow Hu- 
mane Reaſon, regard the word of | 


the Almighty and uuchangeable 
truth it ſelfe, which- is alone ſuf- 
ficient without theſe, and they 
without jt nothing worth. 
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Meditation 16, 


Repentance deferred, 


; Summer wee can provide for 
Winter, in Youth wee lay up 
for Age, but who in health doth 
prepare for ficknefſe ? As long as 

EN wee 
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wee doe well, wee will nor live 
well, but put it over to that time 
when wee have much adoe to 
live, then can wee not remedy 
what is paſt, neither have we lea- 
ſure to do better : Repentance in- 
deed is never too late, and mer- 
cy may come on a ſudden, but re- 
pentance in health is the ordi- 
nary gift of God, in lickneſſe ex- 
traordinary, becauſe he doth not 
give it him which might, and 
would not ; thou canit tell mee 
no cauſe why thou thouldit not 
repent when thou art well, and L 
can. tell thee many why thou 
canſt- not repent when thou art 
lick, thy heart is a ſtranger to 
2" mg , and. God to thee, 
ardly canit thou heare good 
counſel], but it is the hardeſt of 
all to. ſettle thy ſelfe on it then 
when all things grow ſo trouble- 
ſome and uncertai _ Many have 
| J 
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aid it is too late, would I could 


have followed ic in times palt, | 
neither. have wee leaſure to doe 


077 LA_Y HI indecd is never 
at fickneſle is thetime | 
pat yet wilt thou not repent in 


too late, 


ealth:; Doft thou make but a 
paſtime of repentance ? take heed 
leſt fickneſſe be unto thee the egd 
of a bad life, which .in health 
thou woulditnat amend, and de- 


liver thee. over to endleſſe death.. 


Oh my ſople, remember thy owne 


eſtate,. thou did(t put over repen» 


tance, and God did pat thee over 
to fickneſſe; Whatdiſcomfort was 


it to thinke on finnes paſt, what. 


lixtle hope, hadit thou of good to 


come ?. how unable wait thou to. 
recolle&-thy ſelfe? what. meanes | 
digit thou want to bee raiſed up? -. 
ifthon hadſt any holy defire, any - 


ons atthe laſt, thou wert more 


und : to thy: Saviour, which" 
;  ſoughe,, 


Meditations, V3 
ſought thee - out”. a - wandring 
ſheep ; Where are thow now my 
ſoule, what  doeft thou, that | 
| which thou did then promiſe 'F 
to. cloſe nearer with thy God, 1 
who hath-given life to thy defire, 
and yearcs to thy life, ſurely I 
have eſcaped a rot harme and {| 
oudived my fclfe, good Lord {!!} 
have mercy on mee, and graunt || 

; 
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that I forget not v 
nor betray my ay more in- 
to. the hands of danger ; thou 
knoweſt well enonghwhat I am, 
the worle for my abuſed health, 
and if any thing the berter for 
my fickneſfe, 'it is thy favour, I 
like not my amendment halfe fo 
well, as T heartily" lament my 
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_ Giftsof God and Itden, 


Meditation 17. : | 


1 
| 


All bleſſings. without that | 


one, for whoſe ſake they | 


are beſtowed, are bat a curſe,other 


 bleſlings are given for a goodlife, | 


which is. the chicfelt bleſſing; my 


[ 
| 


ar c g00d, but. this makes us good, | 


pw make us welcome to men, | 
as ſtrength makes us. welcome to | 


the weake, learning to the ſimple, 


' wealth to them which want, au- - 


' thority to ſuch as are opprefled, 
but this. makes us welcome to our 
owne- conſciences, which enter=- 
taine us with. a continual] feaſt, 


to God which ſayes, welcome 


[ 


good ſervant; for them wee mult | 


make reckoning, but for this wee 
{hall receive a crowne of righte- 
ouſneſſe ; yet ſce! that men alto» 
| gether 


1 


—— 
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| gether admire and defire moſt the 
| former kind of gifts, to them give 
- they aſtile, they. come not with- 
' our grace, excellency,majelty,ho- 
lineſe, they call thoſe that have 
them, rulers, benefa&ors, Lords, 
Princes, - but a good man is in no 
note, no requelt, and indeed he 
needs it not, for he hath more 
then all the world can give him, 
\ and his commendation is nov 
' from men, but God. Chrift onr 
Saviour the wiſelt ſteward, pro» 
vided not'for, himſelfe or us bleſ- 

| fings of: the former kind,. but of 
the latter ;- Fd had the bagge 
and. Peter the ſword: but Chriſtin 
his heart had righteouſnefle, even 
to his lipps outwardly; there was 

; Nnoguile found in-hismouth,, and 
what he didby dodtrine, miracles, 
paſſion for us, tended to this end, 
that being delivered from the cap-« 
= || tivity of finne, wee might. bee 
-: made 
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made free men of em þ + 
and ſhew forth good -workes to. | 
Gods glory. The greateſt gifts to 
this purpoſe that ever were be--. 
ſtowed _ ——_ _ — that: 
forious day, a white and h 
go the Lt day, wihundige oh | 
daics after the reſurre&tion, when : 
according to his promiſe like a 
Prince new crowned, he ſhowred ': 
down the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
on his Church; cloven and fiery - 
tongues,interpretati6 of tongues, 
knowledge to open the Scrip- 


tures, and to apply them, 
phecy, healing Corning oi , 
rits, and the like'; by which gifts 
Chriſt hath d the world, 
and brought men from Idolatry 
and wickedneſſe, to rrue godli- 
nee and righteoaſnefſe : amongſt 
which doe excell Apoſtles, Mar- 
Ts, Confeſſors, Virgins, more 
mous in; chriſtianity then rhe - 
a demi-gods |. 
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| demi-gods, which. anciently in 
"| therudertimes of the world, have 
fiored it with the rare invention 


of divers things profitable to the 
like of man. Oh my ſoule, bow 
haſt thou. admired. ſtate great- 
neſſ, authority, poſſeſſion, traine 
and pompe, and if not to be one- 
of , yet to bee neere unto 
them, and though farther of, yet 
that -che -beames of ſuch glory 

ight ſhineon thee? And. now 
x ak whether in- the meane 
while God hath not offered thee, 


|  andthou by thy negle@ haſt loſt 


detter things, and ſo haſt 

ved t© God unthankfull, unpro- 
fitable to thy ſelfe : Call to mind 
thy baptiſme, what intends it ? 
that thou. following this moſt 
honcurable profeſſion into which 
thou haſt entered, ſhouldeſt bee 


enabled and. incouraged to. livea - 


new. life after the ſpirit. and be- . 
| | came -- 
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come a good man to God: to 
this purpole comming to dif- 
cretion, God inſtrufted thee in 
his word, there walt thou made 
acquainted with the royall law, 
his ſtatutes and ordinances, and 
with all the proviſions, cautions, 
admonitions drawne from the 


ſame by the Prophets ; hencewert | - 
thou led on to the Goſpell, which | 
met thee with abundant and effe- | 


Quall grace, and for thy better 
aſſurance that thou art received 
into the ſociety and body. of 
Chriſt, he fed thee often in his 


blefled Sacrament with his owne | 
body and bloud, and for thy bet- | 
ter guide in this courſe of falva- | 


tion, he+ hath afforded thee his 
owne, and the examples of his 
holy ones, which: have ſhinedas 
Kghts in a darke place. What doth 
want unto thee, that in the fight 
of God thou art above all that is 
great 
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HMed:ittions. 89 


Feat inthe wortÞthink-not then 
toohighly of tranſitory things, 
nor too baſely of thy ſelfe, re- 
member what thou haſt received, 
and whereunto God calleth thee, 
and rliou ſhalt have no cauſe to 
complaine of thy lor. 


—— ad "I 
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Meditation 18. 
$ wſpition, 


| Know not wherefore Suſpiti- 
'on is good, except 'on jalt 


| canife, and'then it is providence 
| birto make our idle conjeRtures 


| thearrowes, -and other men the 


butts, and to hit them which are 
not in our way, becauſe wee have 


 aCrooked aime : this is for want 


of charity, and from too much 
love of our ſelves ; wee love otir 
ſelves ſo well, © that wee would 


have 


go AMeditations, 


have allmen worſe then ourſelves, 
and {© little dve wee love others, 
that wee care not how bad wee 
make them, If —_— hunt 
like a yong dogge w 


fault; butif ir worke an experi- 
enceand tria!), it gives ſoone over 
where it is not good, and never 
holds but where it ſhould. Vaine 


fearcs and vaine ſaſpitions are 


much like, for feare makes ns. 


ſaſpe& the helpes which might 
dous good, and Suſpition mabb 


us feare friends, which meane us 


no hurt ; and both betray their 
followers, feare to danger, and 
Suſpition ro {hame, the one by 
refufing her owne ſtrength , the 


ich knowes | 
not hisgame, it istaken oftwith. | 
alye, and falls ſoone into adead | 


other by diſcovering his owne | 


weakneſſe. If Suſpition come of 


wekneſſe it is the more tolera- 


ble, but if for want: of charity, 


and 
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and ſtrengthned with malice, it is 
intolerable, and to be hated, for 
itrangeth farre, and runneth riot, 
and will bee under no command, 
you (tall never ſatisfy ir though 
i would, neither can it fatisfy 
it jelte but by complaints. What 
poyton lieth hid under Suſpicion 
may appeare, becauſe it breedeth 
j:alouty betweene man and wite, 
tor what is jzalouſy, but the Suſ= 
pition ofa ttranger ? In this cauſe 
the parties are ſo diſquieted, .that | 
the joy which they took by each” 
other doth decay , their ſociety 
becomes odious, and a curſed 
parting the bane of holy wed- 
lock) followes, The ſuſpitious 
man as he is no good husband, 
{d is he a bad neighbour and a 
worle friend, an unruly ſervant, 
and a crooked maſter, he miſtakes 
more then he takes in good part, 
he will not lend a good turne for 
teare 


92 Meditations. 
feare of loſing his labour, and 
and yet hath lot all judgment, 
becauſe he will not lend ſo much 
as a good opinion, hee heares | 
what men ſpeak when they are | 
ſilent, and ſeeth them doing ſome- 
thing amiſſe when they are a- 
ſleepe, he doth challenge the fair- 
elt proceedings of a foule intent, 
hethinkes all men naught and is 
the worſt himſelfe, he truſts no - 
.man in private and is publiquely * 
noted, he hath a window in every 
mans breaſt,and an eye into every 
mans window; a cleare 'minde 
thinkes of others as of himſelfe 
at all times; he doth paſſe over 
that which may have any good 
conltruCtion, & many times takes 
no notice of ill or offence, he con- 
ſults not with tales and opinions 
but out of diſcretion, and ob- 
ſerves both what humane ſociety 
doth require,and how far —_— 
mu 
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Mediiations. 93 
muſt bear: and may win a ſtranger. 


Pr ens 


HMeditation 19. 
Of Gaine, 


Deſire of Gaine, if wee have 

a greater delire of Gods glo- 
ry and the common good, if it be 
limited within the bounds of na- 
trureand honelty, it itbe our owne 


and not to gaine by anothers 
y | loſſe, is not to be condemned, yet 


are wee ſcarſly to defire Gaine þ 

our Saviours rule : That which 
wee may lawfully defire, we may 
honeitly ſecke, but Chriſt will 
not have us ſecke the things be- 
longing to Gaine, but to the 
kingdome of God, and to accept 
the other as it falleth out ; mean- 
ing that our whole purpoſe of 
living here, ſhould be ſet. on our 
__ ſfiricuall 


94. Meditations. 
piricuall life with God, to make 

our advantage that way, and that 
our naturall and civill life ſhould 
receive their convenient bleſſings 
from God, without our cark or 
vexation, though not without 
our employment, without gai- 
ning our affe&ions, though com- 
manding our memes, There is 
ſometimes a fault in the defire 
when it is greedy, and in the 
| Gaine when itis flthy, and com- 
monly a greedy de ire doth not 
refuſe filthy Gaine, and- when 
they goce: both rogether it is the 
worſe, Ufury is not only a deſire, 
bat a greedy defire of filthy 
Gaine, yea unfatiable and cruel}, 
a Gaine and a ftaine to the Soule 
of him thatuſeth ir,, a Gaine and 
a paine to the heart of him that 
payerh it, a Gaine and a traine of 
the Devill, by the love of mony 
co bring men to perdition : 
ur 


| 
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but much good commeth to the 
Common-wealth by uſury ; and 
the like isſaid of witchecraft, men 


| elewillnotlend, as much: ro ſay 
| asthey will nor be Chriſtians; bur 


| picty with proſperity ; Bue whar 


will you. bee ſo: bold as to con- 


| demne all uſury ? Ireferreyouto 


your conſcience a little retifted, 


 dealeas you would bedeale with- 


all, abuſe not thy neighbours 
want, uſe. the honeſt meanes of 
ſome calling, depend on Gods 
bleſſing, and tell mee what courſe 
of uſury is lawtfull , many lend 
not. for themſelves but for Or- 
phanes, A ſpeciall cauſe, and hath 
{pecial{ rules of conſcience ; many 
pay uſe, the occaſion of borrow« 
ing may. accuſe or excuſe; the 
greateſt Gaine, and the ſureſt pro- 
fit is. God lives, for- it hath the 
promiſes of this life and' that 
which is to come, and joynerh 


are 


= 
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are promiſes worth (ſay ſome) | 


who will ſtand on them ? promi- 
ſes are but debts, and debts are 
not willingly paid though pro- 
miſed by forfeit under hand and 


ſeale. True betweene man and 


man, but betweene God and man 
not ſo, becauſe his promile isbet- 
ter then any mans performance; 
think not ſmall of the promiſe 
of his love. But I ſee no experi- 
ence, T haveno feeling of th's pro- 
miſe, David did when he aid 
T'never faw the righteous for- 
ſaken. David many times beleeved 
without feeling, and ſo doe thon, 
if thou find it hard, pray that 
thou maiſt,for it is full of reward. 
Ifthou be godly, I permit thee 
to deale with the earth, or natu- 
rall ready and ordinary Gaine, 
ſhee takes no hurt, thon much 
advantage ; thy diligence maketh 


litle 


her bountifull, thou lendeſt a. 
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| little, and ſhee. payes thee home 
> with great ſtore; I know thou 
re | wilt as willingly deale with the 
J- | poore, an excellent uſury, God is 
the pay-malter, not according to 
d | thy merit, but far above, of his 
n ownemerdy ; for the intereit of 
t unrighteous Mammon, behold a 
2 | crowne of righteouſneſſe with 
le Chriſt : for him, forſake Father, 
- Mother, Brother, Siſter, Houle 
- | and whatnotelſe | and receive a 
d hundred fold, is not thisGaine 
> enough ? will not ſuch Gaine 
d contentthy deſire? this or none. 
!l)> Two things haſt thou (oh my 
t foule) to avoid about worldly 
l. Gaine, diſtruſt, if it come not, ſe- 
e | curity, if jt doe: Doe thy meanes 
- | faile? thou haſt a father careful 
| ofthee aboveall meanes; Art thon 


'2 

1 | notrichto the world? it is better 
1 | to bee rich towards God; of a 
a | lictle give a little, God reſpe&eth 
G 7 F ACCOr- 


; 
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according to that a man hath, | 
not according-tothat he hath 

not, andloveth a cheerful! rather | 
then a coltly giver ; thou muſt ' 
learne to wait on God from day | 
to day, itis thy obedience, his 
glory , if 'thou bee rich, thy 
account will bee the harder to 
make. Things themſelves arenet 
good to thee, but in their Jawfull | 
uſe, they ſerve not thy turneex- | 
cept thou ſerve God with them, 
make not that a ſnareto entangle 
thee in vanity, which is given 
thee for-the exerciſe of vertue, 
Alas,why complaineſt thou when 
any croſſe interrupts thy world- 
ly proceedings , and doſt not, 
feele the lofle of ſpirituall grace, | 
whiles thou art thwarted in a 
good courſe by finne? why art, 
thou ſo well pleaſed at good ſuc- | 
ceſſe, and doſt not rejoycerather 
for the good ſeedes of thy regene- 
ration, 


God gaines nothing by any, 'yer 
F2 


ny 
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ration, ifor the fruits of thy faiths 
hope, love, zeale, patience, cha- 
{iry, meeknefle, temperance, ſo- 
bricty and thereſt, for that thon 
haſt found 'or art dire&ed in the 
way,'to find the treaſure of ineſti- 
mable worth and value, to wir, 
the keeping of a good conſcience? 
this that thou doſt not, ought to 
make thee mourne and lament, 
and thou ſhouldeſt not take com- 
fort in that wealth which keeps 
thee from feeling thy Fo 
want and enjoying ſound profpe- 
rity. 


Aeditation 20. 
Of Giving. 


"I Aining isgood if it beeto 


give, tor Giving is better; 


gives 
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gives all, that is his periection, 
thelight of the Sun and Moone, 
the influence of rhe Planets, the 
ſweetnefle of the aire, the variety 
of ſeaſons, the fatneile of the 


cloudes, the truittulnefſe of the 
earth, the fulnefle ot the Sea, the | 
vertue of herbes, the beauty of | 
flowers, the profit of beaſts and | 


cattle, the price of Gold, Silver, 
and pretious ſtones are nothing 
to him, nay the redemption of 
mankind, the gathering of the 
Saints, the gifts of the Church, 
the graces of men, our rezenera- 
tion, ſanfification, prayers, ſa- 
crifices and ſervices are nothing 
to him, for he is his owne per- 
feftion; ours it is to gaine and 
give, reccive and beſtow, of all 
things belides God it may be ſaid, 
what have they which they hare 
not received ? yea the creatures 
which have moſt, as Angels and 
men 


% 
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men have received moſt, and are 
the more bound to the giver, 
wherefore their firſt pertetion is 
to receive, but becaule to give, to 
beſtow, is a farther extent of per- 
fetion, and' more anſwerable to 
the perfetion of 'hims which 1s 
the = of all good, therefore is 
ita better thing, andas our Savi- 
our faid, by Par!s report,. a more 
bleſſed, to give; rather then to re- 
ceive, a better good, the chiefe 
good:a better good, that's vertue, 
the chief good, that's happinefle ; 
the life of every vertue is a&ion, 
and happineſſe the perfeion of 
ations, and aftion of vertue is 
nothing elſe but a giving of good 
in ſome kind, as the a of juſtice, 
to give every. one his owne, of 
fortitude to give courage againſt 
death, of temperance to- glve' a 
meaſure to pleaſures, of prudence 
togive order to affaires, of libe- 
F3 rality 
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rality - to give gifts where and 
when it is convenient, and there 
fore as weeſay, there isa kind of 
zaltice in all vertues ; ſo is there a 
kind of liberality, though- one 
kind of giving for his uſe and ex- 
cellency be ſo ſpecially called, for 
he which giveth of his owne to 
relieve another, doth it moſt free 
iy without any conſideration to 
move him,;belides the love of ver- 
tac, and for the good: which 
comes thereof is deemed a God 
amongſt men, for which cauſe 
Princes are by a ſpeciall title ter- 
med Gods, becaulc as their places 
require them to doe all vertuous 
agions more then others, ſo a- 
bove all, they are enabled to give 
liberally, and by giving to helpe 
many ; he that doth good. unto 
bis neighbour according to the 
ation of any yertue, gives. him 
his heJpe more worth then goods, 
an 
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for the ſoule and the life to come, 


_ thegiſtis greater then if it per- 


tained'to this life only ; and yet 
[know not how they which give 
out their goods freely to the com- 
fort of others, win a- more. deep. 
affe&ion and excellent reputati- 
on, then they which doe good 
according to any other vertue : 
yeaa liberall man hath the come 
mendation of all vertue, hee is 


thought wiſe, becauſe he knowes . 


the true uſe of riches, valiant, 
becauſe he can overcome the co« 
vetOus _ which rules = ma- 
ny ; juſt, becauſe- hee willingly 
x that to be anothers, gy 
is his owne; becauſe he thinkes it 
more dae.unto him for the good 
which may come thereof; tem- 
perate, becauſe hee doth with- 
draw much. from ſuperfluity and 

F4 excelle, 
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and therefore gives in the true na- 
| tureof giving, and if his helpe be 
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excefſe, that he may have where-- | 
with to due others good, and- | 
| hee will ſpend the lefſe to give | 


' the more, Wee muſt gaine then 
that wee may give, and wee muſt 


receive that wee may beſtow, and 
doe good with that wee have, the- 
one is bleffed for the- other, 


and therefore the latter rather 


bleſſed then the other; but. hee- | 
which thinkes that to keepe in 


his gaines is the only way to 
doe himſfelfe good, as if they 


| 


| 
| 


were - all: loft, if others ſhould* | 


occupy with him, hath as poore 
atrade as he which hid his talent 
ina napkin, of which came no 
advantage tor lack. that-it' was 
not pur out : every Chriſtian muſt 
know himſclfe to bee as it were 
the ſtomach,to digeſt, and difperſe 
thoſe gifts which PFreceiverh, to. 
the good of Chriſts body; Chrift 
emptied himſelfe. ro fil] ns, hee 
being 


HMediuations. 1G5 


a. | ting rich (faith Pax!) for your 
akes became poore, that you 
through his poverty might. bee 
maderich ; What he got of his 
Father, by his holy lite. or pg- 
tent death,” he beitoweth on us, 
and what he might jaltly claime 
at our hants, for his gifts be- 
lowed on us, he leaves to bee 
diſpoſed by us, to the good of our 
mother, as the Tithes of our 


ee 


d 
( 
N 
t 
| 


* 
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watch not for his, but our good; 
, | Almies of our goods, which the 


poore receive, and heeaccepteth 
and rewardeth, as if they were - 
beſtowed on hinMelte,- and if he : 
beſtow a ſpirituall grace on mee, - 

he looks nottor the returne, but : 
puts it over to the brethren, as--: 


when he ſaid, 1 have prayed for 


thee Peter, that thy faith faile not, -. 


ſtrengthen thy brethren ; and for 
the.good initruftion which. wee 


200ds on the Miniſters which: - 


| 23. receive. 
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receive in the Church to our 
ſoules health, hee bindes us to 
teach and exhort one another, 
A Chriſtian then hath a life both 
aﬀive and paſſtve, the one all in 
receiving, the otherall in giving : 


he doth receive faith, hope, cha- | 
rity ; and all this while nature | 
doth nothing, grace doth all : 


then after by grace he liveth in 
doing good, according to his 
faith, hope, and love thefirſt life 


brings hin into the favour of 


————_— 
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God, the ſecond into the pof- | 


ſeſſion of his kingdome , to doe 
thy ſelfe moſt good is to depart 
with thy goods unto others, and 
in this cauſe they are keptbetter 
to ſerve. thy turne, then it they 
were in thine owne kceping, for 
it thy treaſure be in the hand of 
the poore, Chriſt is thy treaſt- 
rer, who will make thee good ac- 
count of all ſich expenſes, I ſpeak 
[range 


i 
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" ſtrange things to the eares of mien, 


addicted to this lite, where plenty 
is before want, and proſperity 


. before Soren: to. whom giving 
| ſeemes 


ending, and receiving a 
fruitfall harveſt, but to the ſpiri- 
tuall man whole life is'in God, it 
is plaine as grounded. upon a true 
contempt of the world, and is 
the right exerciſe of charity which 
Chriltians mult regard, and Chriſt 
atthe laſt day will confirme it to 
be trne, by that finall judgment, 
when hee ſhall pronounce them 
bleſſed which have given, and o- 
thers curſed which have had more 
care to gaine, then give. Oh my 
ſoule think nothing thine, that 
charity bids thee ſpare, or .if it 
be thine, it is by the right of u- 
fing itwell to the good of others, 
for the reſt thou ſhalt anſwer, as 
for things ſtollen. . 


Media 
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Meditation 21; 
Say well and doe well.” 
| | Et every man ſpeake as .hee 


- meanes , but firit Jet him 
meane. well, for he which uſech 


to ſpeak well and hath no good: 


meaning, doth ſoone prove adil- 


ſembler : it is _ good alwaies- 
or that cauſeth a. 


to meane well, | 
nian to ſpeak well; and tobe the 
ſame in deed which he isin word ; 
let every man-ſpeak as heliſt,ſo he 


live well, faith another,as though 


men, could ſpeak without affe- 


Qing, as-many times they ſpeak. 


without truth. He that doth uſe 


<= 


to ſpeak il] will : ſhortly bee the | 
man ke ſpeakes of, transforming | 
himſelfe by little and litcle into. | 


the. Image of - his owne words ; 
ſuch;3 man indeed ſpeakes plain- 


, 


«| 
[ 
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ly, but dangerouſly to himſelfe 
and others, tor his meaning being 


no better then his ſpeech, heim-- 


boldens himſelfe and corrupts o= 
thers;and this is the rule, Cuſtome | 
of good ſpeech doth not alter the 
meaning which" is-ill, but the 
uſe. of 11 ſpeech doth: alter the 
meaning which is good, and. 
make it naught : whenceit is, if 
heare a man ſpeak well, I am till 
uncertain,.but if I ſee him do well, 
then T certainely know him, 
though he beefilent, becauſe his- 
meaning is ſhewed truly in deed, 
which'in words is dark or doubt-- 
full, It is the proverb, Say well is 
gpod,; but do well is better ; How 
1s it good if it make not a bad: 
man the better, or proyenot one 
to be good? nay it is oft times the 
vizard of a foule face, the curtaine - 
of anuncleane bed, the plaifter of . 
afeſtered ſoare;the ſeeing of ſome -- 
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rotten- wall, and is firſt a. coun- 
tenance to finne, which lyeth hid | 
under it, and in theend a diſgrace | 


to goodneſſe, as though it were | | 


nothing. elſe but yerball : Where- | 
fore ſay well is good, not poſitive- | 
Iy, or timply a, it ſe]fe, but priva- 
tively, that is, lefſe hurtful] then 
doing or ſaying ill,. reſpe&ively 
asSitis joyned with a good mea- 
ning, ſo ſay. well is. good when 
it ſhewes a man aSheis affefted, 
but doe well is better, - for that is 
the fruit of a good affe&tion. The 
veſſel] doth yeeld ſuch liquor as 
it. hath, and as the mans trade js, 
ſois his talke : oh my ſoule con- 
ceive thy. thoughts according to 
the Idea of that divine good- 
neſſe, which thy mind doth be- 
hold, and when they. are borne 
into words, on lambes ſhall 
not be mare like the party-colou- 
red ſickes, laid. before-the Ewes, 


in. 
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in time of conception, then thy 
words: and deeds ſhall be unto 
that Idea ; but if thou Gaffer thy 
ſelfe to talke without good -mea- 
ning,' thy wordsſhall be without 
feeling, and rather to condemne 
thy ſelfe then to amend others. 
Another proverb is, that true 
meaning hath no fellow ; there is 
none:to whom thou. maiſt com- 
mit thy- ſelfe more ſafely, and 
which wilt doe thee more good 
then true meaning; it will fave 
thee from ſinne and ſhame, and 
make thy word and deed both 
one, and it-will caute thy friend 
ſafely to commit - himſelte unto 
thee, and to fndas much good in 
thy words and deeds, as thou 
doit in thy owne true meaning ; 
by it thou ſhalt free thy ſelfe from 
much lip-labour,, and ſtudy. of 
eloquence, for true meaning ſhall 
tcach thee to ſpeak in few words, 


and. 
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and yet to bee well underſtood, 


and ſhall adde ſuch grace and 


force to thy words, as if perſwaſi- 


"on her ſelte did ſpeak for thee: 


but who ſpeakes: without true | 


meaning hath loft his voice, 
. becauſe he ſpeaketh from an hel- 


low heart which yeelds an un- | 


certaine ſound, and it men heare 
any thing ic is the leaſtpart, .and 


as an ecchoit ispreſently gone ,- 


A- ſound. heart - makes a ſound 


tongue, the tongue bn nature can- 
not, and in reaſon fhould ' not 
move without the heart,and ther- 
fore if the tongue move of it ſelfe, 
or before the heart, order is bro- 
ken, and it is ominous : to ſay as 
wee meane, is to follow God who 
is trath it ſelfe , but to doeother- 
wiſe is to imitate the praftice of 
the Devill, who by this deceived 
our.firſt parents.. 


Medi 
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Meduation 27, 


Of Obedience, 


Here is an Obedience of the 
Law, and an Obedience of 


| Faith; the Obedience of the Law 


tel-mieewhart T' ought: to be, the 
Obedience of faith leades mecun= 


- to it; the Chbedience of the law 


"|. condemns mee, for not being as 


I onght, the "Obedience of faith 
doth quit mee from the law; the 
Obedience of the law doth bring 
mee into bondage of the curſe, 
the Obedience of fairh makes mee 
an inheritor of the bleſling; in my 
mind I doe allow the obedience 
of the law, but.in my conſcience 
[truſt to the Obedience. of faith, 
I amcotent that my life be orde- 
re>by the Obedience of the law, 
but look to be cenſured by the 

Obedi- 
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. Obedienceof faith ; The Obedi- 
ence of the law hath boaſting and 
merits, repentance, pardon, ac- 
ceptation, defire untaigned, be- 
long not to the Obedience of the 
law, but of faith ;-T have nothing 
to boaſt off, except I ſhould boaſt 
of my owne ſhame, and I have no 


claime but mercy : Except God - 
look on my repentance and for- | 


give my ſinnes in Chriſt, except 


he do accept what is done in his | 


feare, and pardon what is left. 


undone, except he regard my de- 
fire, morethen my deſerving, aud 
meaſure my deſires rather by their 
fincerity,then their ſtrength,what 
will become of mce ? x 


} 
j 
' 
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Meditation 23, 
Tempt 2t io. 


Hake not hands with any 

. Tentation, but turne quickly 
and fly ſpeedily from it, as Fo- 
ſeph did from his Miſtrefle, it is 
a greater hap not to goedowne 
into ſich a.pit, then any ſure hope 
forcturne out of it, Oh my ſoule 
thou knowelt what T meane, and 
thou feeleſt the danger, thou cant 
more truly diſlike fſinne then 
leave it, and hate it then be rid 
of it ; yet he which commanded 
Lazarus forth of the grave, can 
raiſe thee, and hath he not done 
a like thing for thee ? Why doſt 
thou ſtill love-danger to fall into 
it ? Ineither love the danger nor 
the, fall, but ſinne i CU- 
ſtorue, and the more I yeeld, the 
lefſe 
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Jeſſe able am T to reſiſt, Tam only 
ſtrong in opinion, but weake in 
Tentation, and I find more ſafety 
in flying then fghting ; whilel 
ftand on my guard, my weapons 
to which I ordinarily truſt, are 


[ 


ſtriken out of my hands, the baſe: | 


towne of my ſenſes is ſurpriſed,the | 


caſtle of reaſun ſo battered and: 
ſkaken, that conſent who is Cap- 
taine of the place falls to a par- 
ley, and yeeldes on any condi- 
tions to my loſfſe : How far bet- 
ter had it beene for mee to have 
avoided the fury of Saxl, by wan- 


dering in the wildernefle, bar- 
ring my ſclfe of thoſe betwitch- 


ing vanities! 
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Meditation 24. 


Preſumption and Deſpaire. 


Þ Reſumption and deſpaire, the 
3 


two extremities of faith , 
faith grounds it ſelte on the pro- 
miſc of God, preſumption aſ- 
ſumes unto it ſelfe Gods mercy 
without promiſe, defperation 
takes no comfort by the pro- 
mile ; Preſumption intrudes it 
ſelfe into the promile, deſpera- 
tion excludes it ſelfe out of the 
promile, faith holdes the promitſe 
faſt, as his proper right, Preſum- 
ption is more bold with God then 
wiſe, de{peration puts a man 
more in teare then is ſafe, faith 
without boldneſſe or feare, is 
confident; Preſumption hurts the 
conſcience moſt, and layes it o- 
pen to finne, deſperation wg 

0 
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"God moſt, as theugh he would 


not or could not be mercifull to | 


a ſinner, faith doth keep the con- 
ſcience from {finne 'to cone, and 


makes the way for Gods mercy, | 


for the pardon of {innes pait; Pre- 
fumption hath an eye only on the 
mercy of God, deſperation on his 
juſtice, and faith doth behold in 
God both juſtice and mercy ; Pre- 
ſumption is ted by proſperity, 
impunity, Gods long ſufferance, 
Seration {trengthened by ſome 
ſpeciall crofſe and adverlity, at 
what time (innes appeare greater, 
and more in number then before, 
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Faith ſtandcth on the death of | 


Chriſt, and there doth ſee both 


the greatneſſe and grievouſneſle of | 


finne, and findeth a way to eſcape 
the danger; Preſtmption doth de- 
ſpiſe the jultice of God, the feare 
whereof might make him fit for 
mercy, deſperation cannot apply 
unto 


| 


| 
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anto- it ſelfe the mercy of God in 


| time of need, the helpe whereof 


might cauſe him'to avoid juſtice z 
Preſumption doth cauſe a man to 


think well of himſelfe, of his own 
wiſedome, righteouſnefſe, and to 


preferre himſelfe before others, 

deſperation doth cauſe a man to 

think ill of God, and no other- 

wiſe then ofa tyrant; Preſumpti- 
onris a Phari{ce, deſpaire a Devill, 
faith the penitent Publican; final- 
ly Preſumption is a ſteep Cliffe 
without footing, deſperation a 
deep pit without bottome, and 
faith Jacobs Jadder,by which God 
comes downe to man, and man 
goes up.to God. Oh my ſoule 
thou beſt knoweſt thy owne wan- 
dring, therelies danger on both 
ſides, the common waies are the 
worlt, and that the ſafeſt which 
feweſt find ; let thy guid be the 
word of God, walk by taith, pur- 
poſe 
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poſe not to offend, though par. | 
don were granted thee before | 
hand, Haſt thou offended ? ſeeke | 


for mercy, not coniidering. fo 
much how great thy {inaes are, 
but how great is his mercy ty 
them that truly _— A good 
conſcience may preſume of mercy, 
when it hath no teeling,expeCting 
Gods leaſure with' patience, and 
this is to hope above hope, and 
deſpaire of her owne ſufficiency 
when it doth molt good, ſo lear- 
ning. to depend ever on God a- 


lone. 


Meditation 25. 


Society with God. 
M: by ' nature is ſociable, 


better for hin if it may be had, 
| then 


[! 


and of /all Societies none | | 
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ar. | fren that wich God: forif wee 


Ire 


— _— CC 


enter into a'common right with 
them, of whoſe Society wee are, 
how much ſhall wee by this Soct- 


ety bee bleſſed above all others, 
which poſſeſſe God, who is the: 


tulnefſe of all good things, and 
are ſo poſſeſſed of him, that no- 
thing ſhall bee able to part us 
from him?Now behold how thou 
maikſt attaine to this neere and in- 


ward ſociety with God, he which 


| dwelleth in love dwelleth inGod, 


and God in him, . for God is love; 


a holy flame:butning with'the 
loveot-goodneſſe, the Father. lo-' 


veth the Sonne eternally, and the 
Sonne the Father, ;and the Holy 
Ghot is'one andithe ſame 'incom< 
prehienſtble love:of the Fatheriand 
the-Son ne, i chree perſons bat one 
love,:for God is .lbve, and this:in- 
ferior love.of the creature is: but 
a .bearne,/ a fireame of that love, 


A art pi. it t9 wr 24/3 CO "I ure: rh oe Lins 1a EE Bus 12192 7 S 8 P 
ot 72 T . —__ IF . = oe Eeteaedet, 4 
= 4 Or Ton — — SS - r——___ . A RSS —_ — _ 


12:2 Meditations. 

which it it bee (fo; neceſſary be- 
tweene. the creatures theniſelves, 
that the caurle of things may not 
bee maintained without it, how 
much -nore -betweane the Crea- 


—_— — 


tor, and thecreature? tor both the | 


being and well-biing of the crea» | 


ture, dath depend on thelave of 
the Creator, 'andrhelſt crcatures: 
areche leffe happy), /how excellent 
{0:&ver otherwite, : as the \Sunne, 
Moone, and other glorious bo 
dies, which being loved of God, 
cannot leyehim againe. Oh man, 
whatgaitle haibthou toloveGod, 
wel wagnot contentonly toimake 


thee'acreature, whom: he would- 


love, brit endued thee alſo with a 


nature: ta: love] :ltim: againe, that 


fa thow; imightettsc enjoy:ohin 
the more:= and certainly as” the 
beingrbtfGodislove, fo there.can 
bee n6 greater perfc&ionin men, 
thenitolove God... Goddoth ge 
f.oigt / mo 


ml 
o 


| 


| 
| 
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mo# glorieus {ignes of his pre- 
ſence in Heaven, but out ot doubt 
the Heaven of his delights, and 
where he is alwaies preſent, is the 
ſoule af a true lover,, Love is a 
quict thing, yet not idle, aCtive as 
heat, - and nouriſhing goadneſſe 
like a natura[l heat ; 1t is much 


in giving, much in forgiving ; tm 


iving to God his honour, to 
2 | Sardis helpe and :{1xg- 
caur;. in forgiving wrongs aud 
injuries. Laves kmdred is. ugtgt 
fleſh and bloud;, a Chriltiap untq 
it is. mqre deare then a. baqthen, 
anda brother the maze deare; if'a 
good Chriſtian. Love ſoares over 
all the pleaſures, the riches, the 
honours of the world,and itoo 
dowhie to none of theſe, becaiiſe 
with the Eagle it findes nothin 
warthfthe looking on, but Chriſf 
Jeſus the ſonne of righteouſneſle. 
The priviledge of love is this, 
G 2 where 
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where there is love it is accepted, | 


not according to the worke, but 
for the worker, according to that 
one hath, and not according to 


that he hath not , many overlights | 


are borne with, where there is 
love, and where there is no love, 
the greateſt diligence is rejefted. 
Oh my ſoule, faile in any other 
thing,rather then in love; though 
a ſmall meaſure of knowledge 


muſt content thee, yet love God | 
out of meaſure, above thy ſelfe | 


for himſelfe ; doe good unfaign- 
edly, ifnot ſtrongly ; andlet thy 
Heart be ready,when it hath made 
thy hand empty. 
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a | Ateditation 26. 
- | Of Peace. 
| F Would that all they which 


{. are of one opinion, were of 
one affe&ion : How well doth it 
ht | become them that profefſe one 
e | truth:to maintaine peace as one 
4 | many-becauſe the author of theic 
GE truth hath:commended peace 'un- 
\- | tothem, as the fruit of goodnefle, 
y which ſpringeth up in them that 
ſe | loverhe truth ? Now becauſe they 
which are one in- opinion, are 
many times differing in affe&tion, 
trath it: ſelfe which is but one, | 
ſcemes to be rent.in parts, and is 'F 
| i] ſpoken' of by adverſaries, | 
which agree with: true* profel- 
4 | ſors neither in: opinion nor af- 

teftion, and hall I wiſh likewiſe, 

that they which' are of one affe- it 
G3 tion, | 
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Aion, as man and wife, parents 
and children, brother and {itter, 
maſter and ſervant were of one 
opinion ? How neceflary is it that 


they which agree in the leler | 


matters of lite, {honld in the 
greater much more; and that they 
which have vowed to be true to 
onc another, ſhould be both true 
to Chritt ? but now becauſe they 
which are of one affe&ion doe 
ſquare in opinion, the knot of 
love is broken. which truth doth 
commend, and it ſeemes that 
truth is theauthor of confaſion ; 
what then indeed is to be wilhed ? 
that our opinions be ruled with 
truth, and our affe&tions tempe- 
red with love, and this will bring 
the diverlities of men to a world 
of univerſity, wherein thongh 
there be differing parts, both tor 
ſtuffe and (fe, yet they ſhall all 
tend to the good of one another, 


and 


w — 
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m4 fo of the whole chiefly, !in- 


| lomuch it that come in queltion 


once, every particular will loſe 
ſome part ot his intereſt, rather 


' | then the wholeſhall labour ;and 


this ſhall be done mpre {trongly 
by the guide of reaſon;thenby the 
intinct of nature, where for 'the 
ſame | cauſe, ſometimes heavy 
things climb- upwards, and light 
ſtoop downes. contrary to. both 
their proper riglits ; And were it 
this, then \nnzlt weeall needsbe 
of one apinion, of -one affeftion, 
that. is, Chriſtians both in name 
and in;truth-: for this isthething. 
which, our Chriſtian profckon 
doth chaime of -us,. and a thing 
rather indeed to be wiſhed: then 
hoped for.; and I think God hath 
of paryoſe ;placed ns to. live a- 
monglt; ſuch,, which if they :doe 
agree, with us in affetion; they 
thall diſaguec from us itvopinton, 
| G 4 © 
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ſo barrivgus of this unity, either 
for the exe.ciſe of our vertae, 6r 
that wee ſhould bee out of love 
with the world, and long for the 


other to come, where wee ſhall | 


pertealy enjoy it. Howlſvever in 
the meane ſpace, they which will 
nouriſh in themſelves any hope of 
comming to ſuch happineſle pro- 
miſed, mult maintaine this band 
of: unity; in -the- communion of 
Saints, :and that- is not only 
to lovethe truth, but alſo intrath, 
Oh my ſoule, labour for trath, 
and ſuffer many things for Peace, 

fer the truth before all things, 


ut nfe the truth to winne thy 


brother, thou knoweſt how much 
truth doth belong to thee as a 
man, reaſon ſearcheth truth ; 
moreas a Chriſtian,/faith receives 
truth , give thankes to- God, if 
thou meer with ſuch as can teach 
thee, and bee-as ready. to teach 
others: 
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others, this will bee a ſtay from 
wandring opinions which have 
no end : but if thou meet with 
ſach as- love the truth with thee, 
and affe& thee in the truth, give 
God thankes for ſuch a heavenly 
bleſſing, and let not thy oile bee 
wanting to keep ſich a lamp bur- 
ning : Brethren indecd are they, 
which are of the ſame profeſſion 
and 'affe&ion, Chriſt is:the head 
of their ſociety, it will never want 
life, the ſpring of their affe&ion, 
it will never want love; and what 
ſoever ſpirituall comfort thou 
haſt in this life,- remember the 
us ”= is behind, and there- 
ore lift up thy ſelfe for that day, 


when thou ſhalt bee-preſent+: with 


the Lord. 


HON 4 = -teePSs. a; Bea 
_ TT oY SD TTS nes 
Pq ——_— 


ON * "_ $24 Ig) 
II FEES FIN OT 1". et ee oy 
—— OOO 


I 30- Meditations, 


Meditation 27. 
Of Love. 


T* © love the truth is- the more. 


worthy. Loye, and yet to 
love in truth more urged and re- 
quired, becauſe that as in the 
firlt, there is more excellence in 
reſpe& of the obj-&, fo in thee- 
cand more evidence, in reſpett of 


the ſabjet; and though by the + 


order bt teaching, wee learne, firit | 


to loveithe-trugh, and then to love 
int:uath, yetaccording /to the or- 
der of nature wee -cannever profit 
mudgh .in the firft, ti!] wee have 
well praCtiled the other, for love 
1s {tirredup by {ſight and hetha 
loveth not his brother whom he 
dayly. ſees, howcan he love God 
whom he never ſaw ? So God Ic- 
veth us tirit, after wee love him,but 
this 
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this love cannet reach .to that 
heighth, except, by certaine >de- 
grees weclimb up thicher,; begin- 
ning the: love, of God in thtlgve 
of our brathen; Is nogthe wourhy 
of my love, wham!',God hath 


made pantaker of his; ,andrat!l 


forme my, ſelfe to love all men.as 


brethren , krall IF nat love God 
the-mwore, whichjloves: ail thele 


whom 1.do love?. As we.know; 1o 
wee love, but God would have 
us to know. and dcknowledge 
himſclfe, firtt. in eur: brother; and 
to.calt our eyes ypon ;binras bis 
Image z and theretoredf this may 
not move us to a due contidera- 


tion of love, far the Image ſake, 


neither will. wee love hin» tbr his 


owne fake, who is yet, moreain- | 
knowne unto us, | Jn love tis :a - 
ſpxiall point to obſerve:the dil- 
poſition of the beloyed, for this 
makes Lave acceptable; now God 
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is ſpecially pleaſed, when' the dy- 
-ties which in Love wee owe unto 

him, are for his fake done unto 
our brother,” and therefore when 
- wee-refigne wp our hearts to ſerv 


, God, which is the chiefeſt of our. 


| Love, wee mult exprefſe it in ſtri- 
ving to dogovd one unto another 
;1n Love; and he that isthns afſe- 
ted, cannot bee carclefſe of. his 
brother, or comfortleſſe unto 
him. Lovelike fire, it can neither 


bee idle: when it-hath* matter to. 


; work on, / nor Iye hid ; water 
: will not quench it; cover it you 


"cannot; 


at the flame will break 


- forth: The true lover ofGod doth 
embrace him in his heart, his 
mind ever thinkes on -him, -and 


his: will deſires him ; But this is. 


raked up and hidden-in the in- 
ner man, how breaks it forth ? by 
reſpeftins and affefting all' men 
for. Gods ſake, to his power, 


above ; 


| 


| 
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| aboye his power, bearing their ne- 


ceſſities, forbearing their wrongs, 


feeling with them 1n joy or grief, 
taking part of their harmes, and 


imparting his owne advantages 
into them. God hath made all 
his creatures; that in them wee 
might know his power, reverence 
his greatneſfſe, admire his wiſe- 
dome, and be thankfull unto him 
for his bounty, bnutthe only uſe 
which” wee can make cne of ano- 
ther is this, that by mutual] love 
for Gods ſa ke, wee love God, not 
a8 tn his worke onely, which may 
bee ſaid of the reſt, but as in his 
likeneſſe, which no work elſe can 
yeeld us, Doſtthou then love the 
Olive becauſe of his fatnefſe, or 
the Vine becauſe of his ftrength, 
or the Figpe-tree becauſe of his 
{weetnefſe ? doſt thon- love the 
Sanne becauſe he is King of the 
day, or the Moone becauſe ſhee 


FS. - 
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is Queene of the night ? doſt thoy | 


love the Fire becauſe of his:heat, 
or the Water becauſc of its moj- 
ſture? doft thou Jove the Airebe- 


cauſe it doth.refreſh; 'or.the Earth- / 


becau'e it:doth.cheriſh thee? yet 
haſt thou a greater cauſe then any 
of theſe to love thy brother, for 
the likeneſſe of God which isin 


him : loveall the Creatures, for in 


| 


them God hath left the print of | 


his footiteps, but love thy bro- 
ther more then all, for in him 
Gad. hath printed his owne: face 
and faſhion. Thaw wilt ſay, that 
coine ſhall bee currant with mee, 
which beares my Princes Image, 


and ſhall not thy brothers love | 
be currantwith ithee, who beares | 


the Image-ofthy God? Ir ſeemes 


when God made. man, he reſolved | 


ona. likeneſſe to himſelfe, rather 
then any other patterne,that man 


ſhould. love. his.God the-better, 


and 


_ 
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Ou | and be the better beloved of ano- 
at, | ther man, who is no other then 
i=. | a.þrother unto him, that is, ano- 
be- | ther ſuch. Oh my ſoule, thou 
th. kngwginvell thy own backward- 
yet elle, mithis duty, and when thou 
ny wculdeitdoe any thing, thy great 
or  weakeneſſe, doſt thou not oft 
in thinke ſo I am well all is well, 
in _ , whata hard charge is-this to love 
of | my. enemy ? how -unſutable: ro 
o- policy? what accroſle to my lite ? 
m thoudoitpreterre thy reputation 
ce -betorecommon peace, thine owne 
at advantages befure:; thy brathers 
e, foules health, and dolt not:conf- 
re, | der, howthatthou maiſt not be 
ve | well, exceptthoudoe well, and 
& | doe well thou doſt not, if any 
es | thing in thee bee wanting, why 


xd | thy brother is not ſo too ; more, 
>2r\ thy particular depends upon the 
mn | common God : if it bee hardgo 


loye thy enemy, yet it is godly 
and . 
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and for Gods canfe, whoſe wiſe- 
dome if wee- follow, let- us bee 
connted fooles, Thou knowef | 
wholſeſpeech it is, AmT my bro- 


thers keeper ? the wicked. cruſh | 


one _— with ſuch thOughts, 
and ſpecially are crne]]: to the 
good, ut they which are Chriſts, | 
quite and quiet one another with 
love, oft- times man is a keeper 
of beaſts; Why fhould not one 
man have care of each other? if ſo, | 
why not much more of a brother? 
if not of a brother, of whom ? 
if of none, he which keeps: thy 

brother, will not keep thee. | 


pI 
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Meditation 28, 
A good conſcience, 


G Od is poſſeſſed by love, and 
the PR of the truth 
main=-- 


106 
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maintained by: keeping a good 


confcicnce : A' good beliefe muſt 
bee ſtrengthned by a godly life, 
and a godiy lite ſeaſoned with a 


| good beliete ; they areas the two 


twinnes, which did live toge- 


| ther,anddie together. The Chri- 
| ftian is in this world-as itwere. 


in a. broad Sea, his profeſſion 
teacheth him that his Haven is 
Heaven, and'there is no Card or 
Compaſle can fo well dire& him 
in a- good courſe unto it, as a 
good conſcience, whole diretion 
if onee he leave, he ſoone makes 
ſhipwrack of his profeſſion : for to 
afe thy faith with a bad conſci- 
ehce 18. as It were to meet with a 
rock '6r whirle-poole in thy 
courſe; and as ir 1s ſaid of dan» 
ger, they that love ic ſhall fall in- 
toit,ſo they which love the dan- 
ger of'an 11 conſcience fall by ir; 
by the juſt judgment of God, in- 


tO 
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to the galph of divers errors con- 
trary to their profeſſion : Dolt 
thou delire to continue in this 
holy profeſſion, unto thy lives 
end? I know thoudoit ; then look 
well unto thy conſcience: All men 


CC ern 


are {1nners by propagation, that's | 


originall,and by imitation, that's 
attuall ; and this is-as true, that 
evcry onedoth belt know his own 
finne, and is lefſe privy to other 


mens {ins;whertore the jult man is ' 
the firit accutr of himſelte, for he | 


preſumeth as well of othens as 
poſlibly he can, and aſſumethno- 
thing to himlſelte of all his good- 
nefle, bat treely contefſerh- that 
{inne is his own:, for which he 


doth dayly aske pardon; with the 


MII - 


reſt of Gods children, as, Forgive © 


us ; our treſpaſſes. A Chriltian- | 


ought to bce that towards his 
Conſcience which a cleanly bu(- 
wife is im her.houlſc, it thee ſee any 


filth 
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Jer | filth in the Boore, or cobwebs-in 


it | 
bis | 
ves | 
ok | 
en 
t's- | 
t's 
at 


L* 


the walls or roote, thee takes the 
beaſome in hand & ſweeps them 
out; ſo onght wee ſtili to have an 
eye on onr Conſcience, and if 


there bee any thing offentive, Ict: 


us: labour ro remove it, leaving 
nothing within, which 1s not 
pleaſing to God, and comfortable 
to our ſelves; then ſba!l God de- 
light to dwell in ſuch-a Conſci- 


ence, and wee ſball delight to - 


dwell at homein our {elves : the 
wicked, becaule they have no care 
to keep cleane their Conſciences, 
when they returne home to then» 


ſelves,which is very.ſeldome, find 


all things out of order and un- 
quiet, which forthwith makes 
them ſeek abroad for ſome out- 
ward comfort, to forger the ſtrite 
at home, as they which are chid- 
den out a:doores, by their curlt 
wives: theſe cannot abide to look 
on 
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on their owne faces, but caſt away 
the glaſſe which doth diſcover 
their deformity ; they are like 


bad debters which cannot abide | 


to caſt up their accounts, and 
come to areckoning; whereas the 
good man findeth all his comfort 


laid up in his owne breaſt, and 


hath there the light of cleare . 


beames, though all theworldelfe 


be benighted.. Oh: my ſoule, if . 


thy Conſcience bee the ' Lords 
houſe, how cleanly ought it to be 
kept above all other roomes? if 


his- temple, how cur thon 
to perfume it with the ſweet o- | 


dours of holy thoughts, medita- 


tions, purpoſes, reſolutions and: | 


prayers, the bells wherein ſhould 
bee conrtinnall thankſpivings, to 
ſound aloud the praiſes of thy 
God : And this ſhall 'be thy war- 
rant, that doing as thou profeſ- 
ſet; thou ſhalt'bee till the more 

in 


Er 
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| in love with thy profeſſion. 


| 


| 


Meditation 29. 
Conſideration. 


LI the learned commend 

A Contemplation, Philoſo- 
phers, Divines ; but give me Con- 
tideration, I find my ſelfe oftin 
danger, for want not of know- 
ledge, but Conſcience , not of ap- 
bes, but reprehenſion : I 
now that contemplation is a 
great help to conſideration, as 
much as wiſedome is to prudence; 
for that is an a& of the one, and 
this of the other, and they are 
both compared, one ro the Sunne, 
the other to the Moone ; one to 
the Well,the other to the ſtreame ; 
for prudence doth borrow her 
light from wiſedome, and her 
1 fruitfull 
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fruitfu!l ftreames iſſue from that 
fountaine; yet like I betrer tor 
my neceTity, the pipe which con- 
veyeth the itreame unto me, then 
a conduit which holdeth the wa- 
ter whereof I haveno ule. Con- 
templation is this conduit, filled 
up Gam the well of wiſedome, 
but Conſideration is the pipe by 


which pracence in a true levell 


doth bring this water home tomy 
houſe & uſe ; Contemplation isa 
beame of the underſtanding caſt 
direfty forth, but Conitderation 
a beame of the unlJerſtanding tur- 
ned and refic&ed on it {elfe;, con- 
templation cleares my underitan- 
ding, Conlideration orders my 


will - Contemplation makes mee: 


Skiffalt in the Theorick of good- 


rieſſe, but Conſideration perfeft. 
in the Praftique of it, Contenpy. 


platian gives mee. .cies, Confide- 
ration hands; Contemplation 
| ſtayeth 


| 
| 
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ſayeth ic {elfe within one bare 
ropoiitton, This God is good, 
nd here ic beholdeth how many 
waies: God is good, of bimiclte 
originally, in himfelte effentially , 
in his work, in his word, ſtatutes, 
jadgments, ' puniſhments, Ccorre- 
tions,. promiſes, eyery way, eve- 
ry where good, yea when he ſuf- 
fexeely tits to bee evifl ; bat. Conſi-. 
deration proceedeth tarther, to an 
application, how this doth'con- 
cerne himſelfe, that I onght to 
bee-goed;' and to feek that gaod 
which ' 'want; 'in him, who is 
g6odnef{e it felfe, and concludes 
with a reſoJution;.to uſe the 
meanes whicly may. cauſe niee to 


' be good: Confideration is the ex» 


L 
CCC*T*©CIII—— 


At of conſcience and reafon, 
muttally helping one another, or 
aconfcience grounded on reaſon, 
which'Hath his owne light, oris;, 
enlighened fromabove, or is by 


teaching, 
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teaching, or by uſe-and expert- 


ence dire&ed ; Conſideration ſet- | 


teth before mee things pait, ma- 
keth mee provident for.things to 
come, and plucks mee by thecare, 


not to negle& things preſent, | 
which it doth by comparing and' | 
matching all theſe. together, ' 


things paſt,” with rhings to come, 
and conceiying a like forme in 
both, doth - by things already 
ated, : enter into. a right courſe 
of ation : Contemplation hath 


generall grounds of truth, from | 


which many concluſions may 
more ſpecially bee deduced, but 
the life of ation lies in circum- 
ſtances, the ſoule whereof is Con- 
fideration ; wherefore contempla- 
tion reades mee :over a leffon, 


which Conſideration doth make; | 


mee-perfeX in, by obſervation, 
experience, corre&ian : Bleſſed- 
nefſe,. which is the perfe&ion of 
| =£ man, 
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- [yan bath his beginning from 
_ | Contemplation, but his conſum- 
| mation in us by Coniideration., 
for as by that 1 know God who 
ts thecauſe of cauſes, ſo by this [ 
| love God who is the faftend. The 
| fouledoth performe ſome ations 
| without diſcourſe, ſo doth it 

move the body, receive, digeſt, 
| beſtow the meat for nouriſhment, 
and in thoſe it fo falls out, be- 
| cauſe the end is as preſent, as the 
| meanes, namely the life of :the 
| ly; but thoſe ations: which 
tend unto her owne proper end, 
| orrather of the whole, ſhee doth 
not.produce without diſcourſe, 
| becauſe the meanes are nearer, and 
| the end farther 'of. Angels, for 
| theperfetion of theirnature, 'doe 
| all: their a&ions without: .dif- 
courſe, .but as the __ herein 
areabove men, ſo man by the-pri- 


viledge_.of diſcourſe, above all a 
l H ther 
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ther Creatures ; for as in a Mill | 


the ſtones know. not what thing 
meale is, nor to what end, nei- 
ther the wheeles, nor the Water 
which driveth. them about, but 
the Miller only, which fets the 
Mill to worke: ſo none of the 
Creatures of this world, know 
their owne worth, or employ- 
ment,but only man which is Lord 


over them, and hath not anly the | 


uſe of particu}ar obje&s, but of 
common notions alſo, and be 
holding cauſes in their etfets, 
and ayming ata-farther, 'by: the 
next dorh fort convenient means 
to their properends, andallends 
to the chicteend. Whar a high 
art is Confideration, which doth 

>& fuck wondertall things? out 


ofons'good; it nukiplie-many 
rf ary Bow woes of evil}; 
rakes; 00: her” the cure 'of our 


| c 
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\Yeth both comelinefſe and grace 
tothe belt: where Conlideration 
is, all things are done orderly ; 
but they which by chance doea 
good without it,doeloſe thecom- 
mendation of their worke, for 
| want of it; yea of fach forces 
' it, that actions not ſpeeding in 
'  'theend, yetſet a foor by Conſt 
deration, retaine itil] the praife 
of vettue; it hath as it were:the 
true touch of that ſtone, whereby 
Gold is knowne from orher me- 
tals, for ſo by it wee diſcerne be- 
tweene that which is honeſt, pro- 

fitable, and pleaſing, 1 
5  honeltytothereſt, as Gold to o- 
_ ther mctals : ir-doth cauſeprodir 
and pleaſtre,. to give placets ho» 

nefty, and oat of h * req 
w with true' profit. and pleaſure, 
but if, profit-and pleafiue” firive 
with'hohelty to have cheir cares 
| ſerved tirk, -or 'withouar 40? 'chea 
| H 2 it 
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itfheweth them to bebaſe metall, 
andnothing worth,that ſuch pro- 
fit is but loſſe, ſuch pleaſure bur 
{orrow, and that indeed -there 
is nothing either profitable or 
pleaſant, which agreeth not with 
honeſty, As they which behold 
other mens buildings, walke in 
other mens Parkes, ſolace them- 
ſelves in other -mens Gardens, 


makeauſeto themſelves, though | 
the poſſeſſion belong to another : | 
{ſo doe we neither heare any thing | 


ſpoken, or ſee any thing done, 
neither is there any objec pro- 


_ unto ns, whereof by Con- |* 


aderation, wee may not make 


ſome uſe-unto our ſelves, though | 


the matter belong to.others. And | . 


herein: is: the buly body faulty, 
which' medling with all kind of 


matters, doth defireto Dea party | 
no- 


in poſſeſſion where he hat 
thing to doe, whercas if he had 


Conlide- 
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Gonfideration, hemight take no- 
tice of any mans deli for his 
owne uſe, and doe- no wrong, . 
for he cannot bee accounted a. 
bufibody, which out of Conſide- 
ration. obſerveth. for his owne 
uſe, . from thoſe things which be- 
long not unto him. Exceſle of an- 
ger or pleaſure is: the greateltene- 
my 'to Conſideration, and the 
promoter of all haſty and for- 
ward attempts, which end inſor-- 
rowfull events; but the feare of 


| death, and other miſeries, are. 


Tad 


leſſened by Confideration.. 


———_ ek 


Meditation 3 0c. 


Subjetion. 


Etter ' well markt, then. a 

LF whole earc, is the huzband- 
mans Proverb, for the beaſt which 
- © SR. 
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ſtraies away is the ſooner owned; 
and brought home againe with a 


marke, bur without it loſt; better 
to be under government, then to 
follow a looſe and lawleſle lite 
better to be trained np ander the 
diſcipline of the Church, then to 


range at liberty, as an Ethnick , It | 


_ was the better for the prodigall 

-, youth, that he went out a ſonne, 
* though hereturned a ſinner, and' 
hee- receives. more liberty by his 
comming home, then he found: 


abroad; his Farther knowes him, 
the houſe receives him, the far 


Calfe is provided for him, and. 


all make merry with him, The 
Church: doth: exerciſe authority 


over them, which beare the mark | 


of Chriſt; and if there be cauſe | 


why, it doth corre(t them accar- 
ding tothe quality of their faules, 
ſometimes by words. chiding 
them, fometimes by deeds ſuf- 


pending 
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pending them from the Sacra- 
ments, or excommunicating them 
from the ſociety of the Church, 
and if the Charch perceive that 

| any hath entred-chrough hypo- 
-  criſy, and is now diſcovered by 
blaſpheming the truth, which is 
| leg off of Chriits marke, ſuch 
aone it doth removeby the eter- 
nall cnarſe Atha Maranatha; and 


' | forſuchaone indeed had it beene 


better never to have received that 

mark, and for thoſe alſo which in-: 
the end doe fall from the Church, 
contemning the orger thereof, 
though. not. curſed : but they 
which” are the true. members of 
the Church take great- profit by - 


| thole cenſures,. for thauph 


| fall 'oft times through humane 


trailty, . yet the Church dothenor | 
ceaſe to acknowledge thena for 
her owne, becauſe they beare the 
marke of Chriltianiry, and taking 

Li- H 4. - aſpe- 
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a-ſpeciall care--of them, dorh'by. 
this diſcipline bring them againe 


to repentance, and amendment of 
life, they are converted, they are 
received, they are confirmed more 
then before, and the Church is 
glad of them, as a woman of the 
child wherewith--ſhee hath long 
travailed ; howbeit- with them 
which are without, the Church 
med{eth not, therefore runne they 


on ſtill in imne to their owne per-. 


dition, as they which are utter] 

loſt in. the-waſte of -this world, 
becauſe they have -not the mark 
of. Chriſt , Count it thy greateſt 
good in this life, that Chriſt hath 


markt thee for his owne by bap-- 


tiſme, that thou livelt under the 
diſcipline of that Church wherof 
he is the head, and therefore ſuffer 
thy ſelte to be rebuked;: privately; 
openly, and if any greater. cor- 
recion. befall thee, hnmble thy 
| P ſe] fe, 
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| | flfe, repent, amend, and this pri- 


riledge that thou art markt by 
Chriſt, ſhall reſtore thee againe 
to thy former eſtate, and thou 


| ſhaltbe his morethen before, on- 
ly' beware of hypocriſy,” which 


one day ſhall be diſcovered, and 


' | turne notbacklike a dogge to his 


yomit, for ſuch have+ their end 


_ | worle then theirbeginning, and 


 Itis better never to have knowne 
the-way of -righteouſneſle, then 


afterwards +to' depart from the 
holy commandement, by a wil- 
full heart, into which extremity 
they are at laſt kd; 'which uſe not 
their moſt honourable profeſſion 
with a good conſcience; The fall 
of a ſtarre 4s fearefull, becauſe 
high andeminent, -and no candle 


| hath oil] a ſmack, as thatwhiek - 


hath loſt his light. . 
Hs. Medita- - 
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-Heditation 3% 
Worlds vanity... 


Wea 


are , the- worlds: favorites ,, baſe 
weaknefſe.of them. which. livein 


her diſgrace, and-fraitkefle lbours - 


prophane fequrity, or. baſe. 
? "a>." or fruickfle labours, £1 
prophane:ſceuriry. of them which 


I ;See nothingin the world, bit. | 


ef them whoſe hopes a nd:meaney 


do-yet wait aathe world, ſtrivi 
hardlyto cameunta that whic 
they. think to attaine; . of which 
fort, the firſt hold themſelves fo 


fafe as men above the Moone, the - 


fecond: ſo miſerable, abat they | 
wilh no: longer to. bee, the thizd.. 


kh@1nd- to doe” nothing, -but that 


which they doe, and chough they - 
row again{t. the ſtreame,, and be | 


o& PU. back by: eontrary. tides, 


*| 
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yet had they rather bee wearied 
out;. then-give-over ; behold; in 


the firſt too naueh  confdenee in - 


the matters of the world, which 
ae” make. ſurc-unr: themſchves, 
a 

an'abſolute decay” of vertue and 
goodnefſc.; in the third a wiltull 


flavery to: Vaniry,..Qur Saviour | 
prapoſeth the rich chuffe in whie- 


Goſpell, as a notable cxample.of 
rephane ſecurity ,, who ſaith, 


prove bit vaine; inthe ſecond 


Soule thou haſt nwch goods laid © 
up for many yeares,, live at eaft, - 


eat, drink, and take thy paltime; 


to-who-God Gaid;Fool, (a{brewd. ; 
terme for great ones)this night . 


will they fetch away thy ſoule 


fromrthee, then whoſe ſhall thefe 


things be w*> thou halt provided? * 


Ws 


Here: is one reaſ@why men-fhould - 


not. traſkin riches, becauſe the ow=-+- 
K.ilike example of this fecariry - 
wee. 


La 
—_ 
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wee have in Daniel of Nebuchad- 
:mez2ar, who inthe pride of his 


hearr -thought his eſtate greater. 
'then that-it could bee weakned, 
and- hee faith;: Is not_ this great, 
Babel -which I have built, for the - 


houſe of the Kingdome, .by -the 


might of my power, and for the 
honour of my Majeſty ? and while. 


he was thus ſpeaking,a voice came 


from Heaven? Oh King Nebxchaa-. 
2ez2ar, to thee be it ſpoken, Thy - | 
Kingdome is departed from thee: | 
Yea alſo'in-Efther, how Zaman 
comes ' from the next to the _ 


Throne, to the higheſt at the Gal- 


lowes :: here is' another reaſon, 


why theſe worldly advantages 


ſ{honld not cauſe men to be ſecure, 


becauſe they may be taken from 
the owner. Of baſe weakneſle; we 
have an example in' AcÞitopbell, 
who, becauſe he was !diſgrac*d at 


Court, and his counſel] norfot- 


| 
| 
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ſowed, went home and hanged 
himſelfe : in Achab, who caſt him- 


| ſelfe on: his bed, and would eat 


ns bread, becauſe Naboth denieg' 
to ſell him his Vineyard. It befals 
out thar they areever thus affeted 
about worldly lofſes, which have 
firſt loſt vertue and honeſty : he 
that hath unworthilyloſtafriefd, 
can comfort himſelte in his owne 
fidelity ; but theſe men;having ever 
beene falſe ' to their owne 200d, 
when they are forſaken of world= 
ly goods, have nothing wherin to 
take comfort ; a little 'of vertue 
wonld , make them live content, 
without the favour of-the world, 
and though they might have rich 
ſtore, yet to defire rather a mode- 
rate-ufe of things,” then a large 
poſſeſſion; but loving the graces 
ofthe world only, they have nat 
ſought to make themſelves ac 
quainted with Lady vertuc,- who 

TS makes 
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makes her ſelfe knowne to. ſuch 


as elteeme her. They. which give | 


themſelves to the wilfall ſlavery 


which - the. world impaſeth-op- 
then, - a labours, dayly 
| RY luffer + 

e, which | 

they doe that are amorous,-and 


to.beta 
that fortheir humors 


takemin ſome fuolith love or Juſt, 


rather they admire the:perion of : 


the beloved, be ſhee-bur an odile 


ane amongſt the earthy duſty - 
heautics of bumane kind; this is - 


the Idol which they will dayly 


adore, they, put of their cap and :: | 


Elutc her, as though. ſbee- were 


ent, all” their thoughts are 


ent to- ſet forth her poaneny 


beauty,by whatſoever nature bath 


excellent... if ſee caft but a. good 
look on-them,, it. is the highell 


favour that. may be ;iffhee frown, 
they areat deaths dore, and uſc - 
all. their: pgare en" | 
| | h {- 8) 
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her againe 5 no wrong can make 
them diflike, no labour weary 


| them in their ſuit; and toſucha 


cale is the Lily wretch'brought,, 
that .to..pleale his Miſtreſſe, he 
cares nat how long hetorments 
higaſelte : ſuch. a Miſtzeſle is.che 
wealth, the glory, the pleaſure 


of the world, to thoſe thatare 


inamored on.it, they ſtand at the 
Gate with Abfolur, and take every 
wan by the hand, aud kifle him, 
to: gaine the crowne of their de- 
bres. Byz ob wy ſoule,: ſeek not 
the world, but the kingdome of 
Godin Chriſt ifitſervethy turne 
truſt it not, if it frowne on thee, 


know thau haſt a better maſter, . 
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Meditation 32. 


The ' Heart Gods houſe. 


V -PEe will not be conters | 


' ted, except wee have et- 
bow roome enough in the world, 


and perhaps the whole world” | 


ſcarſe content many, a private. 


mans -wealth - muſt ſerve their 


tarne that can goeno farther,and 


yet inthis eſtate, ordinary things 
are in ſmall; requeſt; bat -what ts | 


Ttaly er Europe to a viftorious | 


ſpirit, but a ſtep over into Africk, 


and from that into Aftz; Are not 


ambition-and- covetoutſneſle ' as 


large, and firetch they not their 
armes as farre as the Sea? yet God 


reckoneth not ſo much of the 

ter, but would dwell in the 
ittle world, and content himſelfe 
if he may take but one corner of 


It, «| 
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it,even the heart of man ;- men as 
they aske much of the world, ſo 
are they willing to beſtow all that 
they bave on it; but they will not 
part with any. thing to God, 


| Whereas if they would not deny 


w—_—_ ” 


him this Tittle, hee would give 
them more then all the world is 
worth : for why doth he ask the 
heart, notto forſake it; When he 
hath wonne the love of it; as the 


| worlddoth, but to dwe!l in itfor 


ever? And no doubt fo great a 
Lord will make his dwelling very 
brautifuH : Confider that if the 
Heaven of Heavens be ſo glorious 
and 'bleffed - a _ which--yet 
is but the manhon ordained for 


his cle&, how much more glo- 
rious ſhall they be, whonr God 
doth enter into as his owneman- 
hon; and which by reaſon that 
| they -arc his Tmage, doe receive a 
greater glory from him, then the 

material] 
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materiall Heaven ?If thy heart be: 
Gods ancient inheritance, the 
world is but a diſſeiſor; there be 
many rivals: for thy heart, and 
they ſeeme all ſo fir, that thoy | 
knowelt' not  to- which-to give it | ( 
firft, but when God comes, thou | « 
art reſolved to deny* it; and ſo he: | 3 
r 
; 
{ 
| 


have it not, thou 'doſt not much | 
paſſe. who have it, .whether itbe- 
pleafure, profit; orambition , and 
indeed much like a covetous ow- | 
nexr,thou dolt chuſe rather to have: | 
thy heart ſtollen from thee, then | 
to beſtow it freely on him who is | 
worthy of it : So got, ſo ſpent; it: | 
thou -hadſt preſented thy heart 
to God, he would uſe it as a gitt: 
with regard, but thoſe as they | 
have tollen it,;ſo they abuſe ir; . 


| 


Alas... | 
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. Meditation 33« 
Separation: . 


__— profeſſors which would ' 
ſeeme to ſtrive for great parity 
and perfe&ionof life, have. beene 
much offended at the blemiſhes 
and wants of thoſe Churches 
wherein they did live, and have 

ne ſo farre in this humour, as 
not:to hold rheſe aſſemblies for - 
Churches, though otherwiſe ha- 
ring the word ſoundly preached... 
and Sacraments rightly admini- - 
fired,” wherein they ſaw ſo many 
tiypocrites, and looſe livers, and 
in the end have made a Separa- 
tion from their Churches, and 
ſought unto themſelves new con- 
venticles, as they chought pure 
and holy ; wherein as they did 
great wrong unto Chriſtian cha- 
rity 
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rity and unity, which wasnotin 


this cauſe tv be broken, ſo found' 


they not that which they ſought 


for ; and ſurely it cannot be, that 


in this world there ſhould be any 

vitble Church ſo pure, as they 

d:eame of it, that Lt 

.in it Wheat without Tares, Sheep 

without Goates; for it is com- 
ared to a draw Net, which ga» 


thereth Fiſhes of all kindes, and: | 
it is a ſociety wherein are men 
. of all forts; and no doubt itis 
the providence of God, . which: . 


ordereth all things wiſely, that 


the good, and bad ſhould not live 
aſunder, parted with great Seas 
and Mountaines, . but m__ 


one with the other in this life, 


which maketh .much for the bet-- 


tering of the good, in the exer- 
ciſe of vertne, and for the ſtaying 
of the wicked-trom all kind of 
vice, if all the good ſhould live 
| © toge- 


here ſhould be 
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together, how ſhould their pati- 


ence, charity, integrity of life, 
conſtancy in'the truth, 'be exer- 
ciſed, or appeare to the glory of 
God? 'ifthe wicked ſhould live all 
rogether, what meanes might 


there beto reclaime them? but as 


they be now bad, ſo they would 
dayly grow worſe, one encoura- 


; | ging another, and having none 


amongſt them, whoſe good ex- 
amples might reprove them: And 
therefore the - alia to thebad 
like a.piece of leaven, theleaven 
is the leaſt part, yet it hath a po- 
werfull force to 'turne the whole 
lump into his owne quality ; ſo 
are the good very few in reſpe& 
of the bad, yet converling . a- 
monegſt them dayly, they draw 
the world by little and little to 
their diſpolition,and make a great 
alteration in their manners. For 


fuch is the power of vertue above 
vice, 
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ice, that 'thoagh vice cannot - 


root out vertue, out of a mind 
well ſetled, nor doe any hurt at 
all ſave unts it ſelte, yet vertue is 
of ability to drive vice out of 
that mind, which hath beene 
long accuſtomed thereunto, and 
doth good not only to it ſelfe, 
but to many others, which walk 
as it were but in the ſhew thereof. 
Bee men bad, the more need is 
there that good men ſhould live 
among then; None have ſo much 
need of the Phyſitian as thoſe 
that areſick ; it is reſerved for the 
Angels in the laſt day, to make 
a. ſeparation betwixt the Sheep 
and Goates, and not for men, 
who were redeemed from finne 
and Hell by Chriſt, uncharitably 
to forſake their weak brethren. 
Bur perchance this Separatian is, 
becauſe thoſe w®Þ ſhould exccute 
good Iawes arc corrupted, or that 
Ef certaine 
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.certaine ceremonies are retained 
inthe Church, which at other 
times have beene abuſed unto 
ſuperſtitions uſes, or in that where 
the dofrine is condemned as re- 
| -pugnant to the -rruth, -certaine 
rites of -indifferency , tolerated 
by authoriry, are not therewich- 
all aboliſhed ; Pat what partiality 
werethis, -to hate the good con- 
| ditions in any man, for the reſt 
of his bad qualities? and what 
diſorder would this be in reli- 
gion, to teach obedience unto 
Prinees, and{to reſerve a liberty to 
our ſelves,of infringing his equall 
lawes ? what breach of charity is 
this, to offend the conſtience of a 
weak brother, indenying habits 
and ceremonies? Suppofe they be 
uſed by Idolaters, yet was, Aſz 
and other Kings of Tract cony- 
mended for pious ; neither did 
the Prophets forfakeeheir Coun- 
trey, 
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trey, or charges, although the, 


high places were not taken away, 
with the abuſes. Oh my fſoule, 
diſdaine -not .che Church for her 
ſpots, neither be ſo offended at 
the bad, as to ferſake the fellow- 


ſhip of the good; looke well into. 
thy ſelfe, and thou ſhalt find more | 


amiſſe there, then thou art aware 
of at firſt; wherefore beginne to 
amend thy owne faults, as one of 
the worſt, and after be as leaven 
to ſeaſon other : for {uch as think 
otherwiſe pity their weakneſſe, 
and pray for their amendment. 


Meditation 34. 
Reſolved conſtancy. 
YAY may obſerve, two 
- men borne in; one 
Towne, - brought up under one 


and 
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.aad the lame maſter, keeping like 
cotnpany, utng»the ſame: diet, 
aire, and excrcile, to whom all 
things are as like as maybe, yer 
one of theſe two giving placeto 
hisowne appetite, following his - 
owne paſſions, led- away by yice, 


= 


' and a looſe kindof life, -towax 


worſe and worſe, the other obey- 
ingreaſon, and framing himlelfe 
earneſtly after rhe goodnefle of 
his education, to prove better and 
better, whence is this difference? 
Iffrom outward: cauſes, as Gods 
providence;the ſtarres,evill ſpirits, 
or our owne unhappy condition 
which is paſt allrecovery,why are 
they not both bad, ſeing they are 
partakers of the ſame nature,” of 
the fame affetionsMet forward in 
the ſame kind ofeducation,S&con- 
tinued in the ſame company.: the 


wicked indeed rather:then they 
Ea a7 
A -J W. 
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will impute it to any thing, ra- 
dp rety. 

ding, this dot inl 

cjg 14 ata ag differ 6.4 
that the one of them is idle, ya- 
riable, inconſtant, carelefſe, and fo 
calily carried away with. vanity , 
the other well ſetled, conſtanr, re- 
ſalute, in_his purpoſe and deter- 


mination, induſtrious, laborious, | 
and fo. overcomming all difficul- | 


tics, takes courage to go on in the 
courſe of yertue. The courſe then 
which gaod men take, doth de- / 
pend on their owne godly choile 
of mind, purpoſe, reſolution ; and / 
the ill ace worlkeand worle, be- 
cauſe chey.do not wiſh unto them- 


wr] 


| 


falves the thing that is good, they 
dae.nor e to be vertuous, 
but-are altogether careleſle, and 
rowkrrs In- their Mo e, 
. yet. more plainly, for 

eaule exatuples are niore 
pregnant 


io :this. 


{ 
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regnant proofes, ghen demon- 
eaclon from reaſons farre fetch, 
Have you lived ſometimes in any 
ous City ? there might you 

ave. obſerved a world of courſes, 
whicle the Citizens follow '; ſome 
gbing about their owne bulinefle, 
ſome attending their neighboars 
occaſions, ſome going to the 


. Church to ſheare Sermons, 'or to 


be at divine Service, and all theſe 
are welPemployed, Pthey deale 
honeſtly, pray devourly, and. 
heare ſubmiſlively ; others againe 
are there idly, walking aboutthe 
Streets, or dropping intv a Tip 

ling houſe, or frequenting the 
Theatre, or making fraies with 
them they meet, or drinking and 
carowling in” Tavernes, or [oth 


ting away- che time jn gaintjig 


places, or ſolficicing their 
in lewd houſes, and theſe are] 


employed,” Now if amati ſhould 


12 aske, 
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aske, whence there is ſuch odds 
betweene the men thaz live with- 
inthe ſame Walls, und=r the ſame 
Law, andinathe ſame time ; what 
may be.faid more likely and agre- 
able to reaſon, but this,' that the 
better ſort amoved by grace, out 
of the honelt choice, purpoſe,and 
reſolution. of their mind. to fol- 
low vertue with all diligence, do 
take theſe commendable courſes, 
and the ﬀorſer ſort adflifted to 
their luſts, and pleaſures, care- 
Tefly. and idlely beſtow them- 
ſelves on -..Aall occafjons of finne; 
whence it, is, that the good man, 
though he be many waies hard! 
tempted to finne, by the Devill 
and wicked men, doth alwaies 
refit, .and becomes the better; 
but the bad man, having man 

| Ms. offered wag { 
-doth proye the worſe, and lightly 


WI 


© affaulted, .doth yeeld co vice : - 


Meditations, 173. 


wiſh our ſelves ſuch as wee ought 
to be, to delire vertae' and good- 
nefe, to purpoſe well, to adde to 
our purpoſe, -care, and induſtry, 
is not only a beginning, but a 
going forward, -and procureth- 
conftancy . in gogdnefſle ;; It thau 
wilt:not ſo much as wiſh to thy 
ſelfe; the thing that -pood is, if 
thou make” not- ſpecial choice 
therof above Gold,and thine'own - 


| appetite; how: canſt thou labour- 


or.it? and-if-thou wiſhthe con-. 
Vary how: canſt thou not chuſe- 
bur hate ifand in this cauſe, yh 
is in fat but thy ſelfe? doe not 
ill, and ſay, I cannot doehetter,. 
but rather: I will not-change'thy. . 
Prgos . adde thy indeavours;- 

eartily beg and.delire for ity and” 
hee which commands will -give- 
thee grace to-tairneand.- obey, -- 


I3 Medi- 
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| Meditation 35. 
Selfe deceit. 


Wo motives there are- why 
' & menfinne the more boldly , 
becauſe it will be longer as they 
thinke, before they be called to 
account, and when the account: 
muſt be made amongſt ſo many, 
what hard matter is it for th 
or one to eſcape ſcot free? Fhus ufe 
they to dally with their owne 
dangers, which have made finne 
their inheritance,and ſeek ſhifts to 
avoid ſounder cauſes, wherin they 
are the lelle to bee pitied, becauſe 
they grofly deceive themſelves, 
Be itthat-it is long before we be 
called to account, yet the length 

$ it not away, but makes it 
the more heavy when it comes; 
wee abuling: the meane time unto | 
finne, 
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| "0 which God kiath | ore 
for our repentance, fo t 
ſhould —_ feareto fin, becauſe 
wee (hall be calledto account, then 
be bold, becauſe of thedelay; for 
look how much ſcope the one 
giveth to our finnes, -nq lefle re- 
venge doth the other take, when 
= are growne to ripcneſſe y 
-it is-Indeed as dangerous for 
the wilfull finner, that it is long 
before there be an account, as 
that there is one. Now what if 
that time which men count long, 
bee very ſhort, | to- omit thatns 
finne is committed; buttheeom- - 
| frience doth call hongh ngmnnge | 
to a reckoningy t caT:" 
paſſe, yet- hs wie is eternally 
recorded in thathbooke z as aMd, 
that the life -of marris bur ſhort, 
p no Nr every one _ his 
| ar nt: a it 
Sos as. farre — be, Cav 4ep 
| E4. gencrall 


- uf 


geverall 
long which hath an end; . andis 


alwaicsrunning to thatend?whery” | 


theend is onee come,. what. is-alh 


that worth, .-which; pait befarey, 


whether they-be. 1000; or 2000s; 
yeares ? and what,is that contin» 


ance worth,; which is- ſo full of. 


ends, thatevery-part thereof pa. 


ſeth away, whiles thou haſt-it?- | 
minute: after minute, and houres; | 


after minuzes, daics after houres,; 


monthes after daics, :ang yeares: 


after moneths, and after ſome few 
yearss (which as they begin in a: 
niimae; 4 end they ina minute): 
- Perchance not- a yeare, not a 
moneth,nota day, notan houre,. 
inamement:comes' death, when: 
moſt 'unlboked.; for,  Hait thou; 
{pent7.yeares in (inne ? if thoube; 
no&:a;man paſt all ſhame, thou, 
arkby. this: time much hedpatee, 
841% 151% .DY 


jeſt,//and: the+ latter 
endof the:world ; what can be" 


= . L i) 
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Vhy then ſhould ' the hope of 


Iving ſo much Joger make bold: 


inc to. finne? will not thy ſor- 


Tow be doubled, when thon.com-- 
nieſt to. fourteen ? and-what uſe: 
1] returnes to thee .of all theſe fonr-. 


teen- yeares ?-are. they not quite- 


haſt. now- more. to doe, -it ever. 


. lot by following {inne, and thou. - 


| thow,thinke to: bee ſaved, then. 
when thou didft firſt hegin-to ſay - 


then, I will finne, becauſe the time: - 


'| of account-is farre of,--as if one 
would-ſay, becauſe I-have much : 


wealth, I will ſpend all,as though. - 


prodigality - could find no .-bot-: 


tome;He that hath a long time by. 
ſpending it in ſinne, doth barre; 


himſelfe from all-timezfor if thou. - 


continue at -all times inthy finne,; 


what time can there be betweene : 


finne; and thezime-of account?, * 


andifnotat firit,;yetat laſt; by a 
continuall —__ (is. | 
| $75; c 


7. 
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the time of finning be never ſo. 
long) finne 'and judgment” will 
cotne + together, and: then thoy- 
wilt change thy voice, and ſay; 


Oh'this long time is paſt, and the | 


account 1s at hand, now that 
there. will be mach to doe at this 
time, and where there are ſo ma- 
ny, it is norlikely bat: that ſome 
may eſcape withont their tyiall, 
though: God doe teach us fami-. 


liarly as men, by ſuch ordinary | 


matters: amongſt as, as wee may: 
beſt underſtand his- meaning, as: 
when he ſetteth-downe unto us 
in his word the forme of a. judg- 
ment, yet muſt wee not tie hiny. 
to theſe neceſſary circumſtances 
wherennto mans judgment is ſab- 
je; for he executeth his judg- 
ment as God, and notaccording 
unto mans-weakneſſe, he is not. 


bound; ro time or place, or exa-: | 


mination .of wi all things 
are- 


4 


ww wh ww oe. no me, ot 4 GG —_ oo & = © —_—_ 


ge-preſent before © hinr 'wHich- 
| fallbeour 
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y Cl 

& r Judge; asevery mans. 
- | conſcience doth comeriine him, 
- | ſoſhall hofecle and know theſen- 


+ | rence of the Judge,” neither hall 


one* prevent or interrtptthe o- - 
ther. If thon carft not ren from - 
thy owne confeicnce, how canft 
thou eſcape hisJudgment, who is: 
greater then thy conſcience? A. 


ſheep, may ſitay fromttheflock a- 
| a" the ers, bat hebeares a 


marke which tries'him from the 
reſt, and diſcovers him to the ow- 
ner in like manner” the conſc 


ence hath irs mark, which wheres 


ſoever thowrunne, or thinkeſt tos | 
hide thy ſelfe, wilfdog thee back 
to judgment, and there lay open' 
thy moſt ſecret crimes, finsand e-+ 
normitics. Bur theſc&e the forther. ? 
ſarmiſes ofithine proceefnot {o-- 
much -fronyignorance,' ae-infide- - 
liey and impicty,-and doedbund- 
. us : 


Medic Fo 


bes _ meaning this ſay 
of account Al 
can Tl ww wy = 
__ ongin 
its, impoſſible: there ſhould be \| + 


for generall. judgment;.thexes\|| | 
ome muſi;needs eſta ow : This: 1 
ſpring- A}: <4 

| 


that, bitter root, whic 
now-'and then amo | 
hoy ne . firſt to. finne, 8 
and then: te deny God, - againſt } 
whoſe majelty wee fine, y or i 
there De # od (which were vs ; 
greateſt bla to think other- i - 
wile).there ne be a judgs - » 
ment,-and:; his judgment. cannot + 
beguit (which were-molt wicked / 
to, imagine.) if he be partiall to- .| 
ANY. C ornotable to-puniſhall.:and "| 
DN to. this purpoſe the order | 
of Gods workes ; tft, that is the | 
tion, .then there. followed the 
full fman, after a generall,cor- 


muption gf. man, and laſt of all, 


"_—_ 
is 
: 
” 


» 
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thedcluge and. deſolation of fin- 
ers; the old world is a figure of 

eding ages ;the Jaw was pub- 


þ AR... rH 
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8, | liſhed: by 44oſes, berweene God. « 
bs ||| and the people, the covenants _ 
6} broken on. the peoples part, the 
is | -punifhment of the difobedient to, 


theutter rooting out of that pe 

ple, and their Temple which om 
the viible {igne of Gods preſence. 
amongit them , .the law -had fi- 
' gures for the time of grace, the 
aw.came by. A7oſes, ſo grace:and: 
- X ruth ;is come untous by. Jefau: 
|; bf gk whole Goſpell is Preached: 
7 \inall.cbe world; what divifions 
and firife are riſen 'up abour ie, 
| [as wasforetold ? how many-ene-. 
| mijes hath it, which with op 'F 
| force refiſt it ? how many FG if 
brethren which - undermine it-2 : 


ay 
F 50S 


= 
- 


Y 


nd » uf NN — Wy ——_ 
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how many looſe libertines which 
liveaander the ſhadow, but will. 
pot. be ruled by the. power of ita 
| : NOW --; 
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rity waxe cold'; theworld fir: x 


and the Church: ſuffer ; herelyr 


_ * proſper, anderath pine? IFallthe - 

ns a of God' hitherto have had. | 
cheir juſt coarſe and time, will he- || 
faile, trowyec,in the laſt a&? nay” 


ſome part of this a@ is begunne 


already, by the comming of | 


Chriſtinto the fleſh, for after this: 
comming - of him, it is ſaid; He.. 


how doth faith-waver, and clia«\ 


thar beleeveth nor in» the Sonne + 


of 'God, is: condemned. already. 


bat the ſecond comming of Chrift- 
ſhall be a full conſummation ;' Ts: 


hecome in hamility to ſuffer and 
fave; and 'will he not come i 
to put. downe all his ene- 


mies? 1 will not fay,: oh fooliſh- 


and flow of heart, that were too- 


mild: for ſich mockers, but oh: ' 
hard hearved and xrate wrets- 
ches; who, becauſe they wilhnor 


now-belceve:the truth of a finall: 


judgment;. 


of V2. ma 
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| ped fora while, by t = 
on of theiy-paines, having got«- 
tefome.finall paſſage, doth re» - 
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r, ; ſhall - hereafter fecle 
Rover and: puniſhment of e- 


| ternal condenmation, 


i. 
— RC 


Meditation 36. 


Afftifions. * 
A Ffitons ar are ever profita» 
ble to the 


but there 
are very. few of _ and'it is 


commonly' ſcene that men, after 


« long and ſtrong diſeaſe, are 
much —_ then before, ſo hn 
the fire of naughtineiſe, which 


for a while lay covered, under the- 


enibers of their diſeaſe 4 having 
but a little vent, break 


orth the more forcibly, and he.” 


floud of their. corruption” ſtop- 


COVET - 


184 Meditations, 


violence; It is very true, 


our troubles wee can. call.-our 


ſelves to account, .and pray to 


God with many  vowes. and 


promiſes: of. : amendment , but. 


no ſooner doth 'he remove his 
hand, then wee ſtart afide from: 

-new- reſolutions; and follow + 
ourold byas: and how commeth | 
this. to paſlÞ 2 becanſe: wee were. 


bronght unto: it by: conſtraint; 


wee did complaine and cry,-but 
feeling of anguiſh and '| 


more for 
paine,like beaſts, then any. inward 
remorſe, or touch of conſcience; 


wee were not offended at. our 
finnes, but wee are ſorry forthe - 


Tofſe of our health and-liberty ; 
wee-humble-not cur ſelves before 


the Lord, but it is grievous'unte + 


2s. that his: hand is-heavy onus g 
wee long not after the health of 
our-ſoules, but wee qnienais: 


F 


cover his courſe, with the greater | 
at in 
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-meanes ro reniove the diſeaſe: 

m--our- bodies ;. therefore: as 
one as-wee have our will fati{- 


hed; inthis reſpe&, and feele our. 
| ſtrength returne, wee get cut as: 
men'{kit-up lopg/in-Prifon, and. 


forget! all the. good thoughts 


4 which: came-towus in extremity. 
Fand as it fell out-with. the chil-- 


| dren-of Ifel, that: becaulſe- they 


'were' neare -the gaod land, and 
wight have-entred. into ir by the 
condu& of God, and would not;. 


| therefore- returned -they back a-- 


gaine, and their carcaſſes periſted 


partakers - thereof, through the 

mercy- of God, and. would-not, 

therefore fall-wee back ta.our old 

ſmnes, and in them wee periſh. A 

godly-mind. may thrive well in 

trouble, but he that is not m_ 
| r 


inche wilderncffe: fo in this cauſe, - 
{| becauſe wee were neare toamend-: 
| mentot lite, and might have beene.. 


rs6 Meditations, | 
red before hand, ſhall find little. 
. comfortin ir; the ſanne which:: 
melteth the wax, hardneth - the 
clay, ſpices, when they are beatenz 
ſmell the-better, but there:areo« 
ther things, which never ſmell{o 
ill, as when they are moſt hand» ' 
led +: theſe ſadden flaſhes terrify | 
many, but they enlighten none, 
_ but ſuch as live in. the inward 
lighe.. Alas, what anintereft hath 
ſinne in us, when wee have ence 
yeelded unto it? weebeare not ons. | 
ly the guilt of what is paſty but 
wee are ever after the more pyone-” 
ro doe the like againe;; So that: 
there is 110 purgation ſo ſtrong,” 
no Afﬀiiftion of ſich force to: 
cleanſe us of it, without the ſpe 
ciall gift of his heavenly grace, 
whichno ſooner ſaid, but Laza-' 
rus Corhes _—_— De on 
wee to look to our. very begin 
nings,. and if wee have made any 
ENTrance 
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etrance, to draw back with: 

ed ; for finnes of cuſtome are 
like an old Gout, which knowes 
ao remedy ; yet deſpaire not at 
any time, rather cell then give 


| place ; ifthe tempter ſuggeſt unto 
| thee the armtnetſee thy finnes, 
ktitſerve this way to makethee 
' humble thy ſelfe more, and to 


aske pardon, if thou defire hear- 
tily to amend, *and commit thy 
cauſe to him which died for thee, 
thy finne cannat hurt thee, for 
be which giveth the defire, will 


| bring it to effet, but.herein be- 


wareof liypocriſy : if God point 
unto thee particularly by any 
AfliQtion, take it as a medicine 
from tliy heavenly Phyſitian, for 
thy ſonles health, and let it be 
more difpleaſing that: thon haſt 
offended God, then that the crofſe 
is offenſive to thee; ſeek the health 
ef tity ſoule, more then the re- 

x | moving 


$i 
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moving.'of outward croſſes, and 
uſe all meanes to be ſach a onein 
health, as thou didit.defire to be 
in ſickneſſe; in all Aflli&tions look 
notſo much to the rod, as to the 


| fmiter, who if thou takeit path 


ticntly doth corre& rhee in-love, 
if otherwiſe, in anger and -it 
dignation. 
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Meditation 37. 
Heemane ſociety. 


- & An is by nature ſociable, 
Y KR. and framed: thereunto. by 
reaſon and ſpeech, whereuntohe 


doth the more willingly ' apply-- 


himfelfe though with ſome par- 
ticular diſadvantage, becauſe of. 


the neceſſities of life, which ſeeme: 


to require Society ; for many com-" 
modities neceſſary to life, are had 
| in 


i 
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in a Society, not otherwiſe*to 
be.obtained ; this hath drawne 


men from wandring up and 


downe ito certaine places of a- 
bode, from +dennes to houſes, 
fram 'Woodsto Townes and Ci- 
ties, from barbarons manners tv 
civility, and rather to - commit 
themſelves to the authority' of 
an orderly government by Lawes 
for theirfatety, then to Janguiſh 
in an idle and unprofitable foo 
neſſe, wichagt the uſe of one ano-. 
thers helpe, "and Society : hence 
have beene -ereted fo many 
States and Common-weales, the 
glory of all ages : Bur yet this So- 
ciety, how agreeable ſoecver to 
mans nature, .doth not fully con- 
tent-it, neither doth man find'in 
man that which may ſatisfy his 
deſire, for -man being madeafter 


Sagok tis maker, doth:take 
nuygre 


elight to fee himfelfe in 


the 
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the patterne of his firſt beauty; 
then to ſee his owne face in the 
face of his brother ; and thou 

ke need not for this purpoſe the 


uſe of his eyes ſo much, yet doth. 


-, the ſoule more perfettly dif 

courſe and me ws when it 
lifteth it ſelfe up to God, then 
when it doth converſe with man. 
Againe,the happineſſe which wee 
are to receive in a humane Socie- 
ty, doth proceed from the Socie- 
ty which wee muſtrit ſeek for 
with God, and from the duty 
wee owe unto him, wee rightly 
learne how to frame ourſelves in 
all inferiqurduties ; wherefore as 
the defire of Society betweene 
man and man hath ere&ed States, 


and Weales publique, ſo the de 


fire of Society betwpene God and 
man, hath cauſed Churches and 
holy ' Afemblies, for they are 4 
number of ſach men which not 
regarding 
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the world, or the fa- 
ſhions of it, do deſire the acquain- 
tance and familiarity of God, 


having a _ care inall their 
doings, that in nothing they 


| offend his preſence, which vouch- 


ſafeth to be amongſt them as his 
owne children and friends.* Our 
bleſſed Saviour knowing how ne- 
celſary it was for manto recover 
this Society with God,loſt by the 
fall of our firſt progenitor Adam, 


- and deſiring to be the author of 


ſo great a goodunto us all, did 
in his owne perſon ratify the 
band or kcague of our reconcili- 
ation with God ; for being ever- 
laſtingly God, as the Sonne the 
ſecond perſon in the Trinity, he 
took unto the ſame our humane 
nature, and ſo became both God 
and. man, .and one true Immanuel, 
af which nature it is truly ſaid, 
that the fulnefle of the Godhead 
dwelleth 
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-ia this life,-or in that which is 
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dwelleth in itbodily, and ally * 
which 'be madebone of his bone, 


and flchh of his fleth, arcalſopar- | 


takers of this fellowſhip, notonly. 
to well with God, and God wich 
us,but all for the nearnefſe there- 


of; te dwell in God and Godin 
us: bat wee mu't remember this 
ſtill, for @chicte point in chisar-. 
gament, that wee have no com- 
nuinionnor fellowſhip with God, 
but by F:ſw Chriſt, and char this 
loving league and ſociable fami- 
liarity doth proceed -wholy 
from his incarnation, and in the 
uſe of this moſt imgular bleſing, 
doth confitt all the happy con- 
tent which man may reap here 


to come, I meane if wee converſe 
and keep company with God, as 
he: on the other {ide doth moſt 
lovingly 'offer himſelfe unto us, 
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for this only are wee borne, _ 
—_ 


= MM TT 3 _ = WW Ws. ROO OO TT EO rs EC LE TR apt 


— 


> < 


ET OOIY 


ws Wwnw qa0”045 Qt ww AQ 5+ TT 


Meduarions, 193 
this-is truly to live, and without 
this, wee are rather ſhadowes then 
men, or very þealts in mans ſhape, 
Oh man, how hath the Lord .en- 
nobled thee,diditchou notdebaſe 
thy ſelfe ! he: calls- thee, to be a 
favorite in his Court,, and thou 
hadit rather ſhift up and downe, 
as a baſe peaſant in the Devills 
countrey-z he would make thee. a 


Lord over all things in his right, 
but thou' chooſelt rather to. be. 


a {lave. to the world, ſure of no- 
thing bur miſery.It isthe chiefeſt 
commendation of good men, that 


they walke with Gpd, and the, 


ſhame of the  witked, that they 
walk with the world: they which 
converſe with God, are not much 
addifed. to this lite, ' not becauſe 
they deſpiſe. the: commodities 
thereof, but ſecing they are muck 
abuſed, they are 'wary how they 
medle ; or looking for better, 
| K . they 
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Meditations. 
they make the lefle reckonin 

of them, wherein they take no 
lofſe,”as is ſuppoſed, but procure 
to themſelves no fmall. advan- 
tage: for' when it {o comes to 
paſſe, that they muſt part with 
life, they doe it with the greater 
Ss and comfort of mind, 
and whereſvever it be that death 
wait for them, they are the rea- 
dier for it, which the worldly 
man is never; and in the meane 
while none uſe life better then 
they, or make more account to 


; nom it well, bur ir is rather to 


I  —_— 


raw-towards-God.,: then to ſeek 


any / farther acquaintance with 
the world. Butſome will ſay, the 
world offereth it ſelfe unto us in 
every place, but God is farre from 
us, and fo ſtrange unto us, that 
wee know -not how to have any 


acquaintance With him, A ſtrange | 


fying indeed of him, which is 
made 
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made after Gods Image, and can- 
not live,or move, or have his be-. 
ing, but in him which'is com- 
paſſed about, and cloſed in with 
his wonderfull workes and dayly 
benefits, ſo that if he would leek, 
he might by groping eaſily find 
him, which by reaſon of theſe 
—_— whereby he hath made 
himſelfe knowne, cannot be farre 
from us: but this principle of na- 
ture is oft times darkned in men 
by evill caſtome'or wicked ma- 
lice, and moreover not able of 
it ſelfe, to bring men forward 'to 
this familiarity, or acquaintance 
with God, and therefore God of- 
fereth himſe]fe, and the godly 
walk with him, by other meanes, 
as by his word, where they find 
the helpe of his Spirit, by the Sa- 


craments, by prayer, meditation, 


© | a godly life, for as by certaine ob- 


QA Uo 


| ſequious offices, wee infinuate our 
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ſelves into the favour and fami- 
liarity of men, ſo thele are the 
dutics whereby wee living here in 
this world, are made neare and 
deare unto God ; the poorelt 
wretch in the world that wal- 
keth with God, which is in his 
favour, . and ſets the Lord before 
his eyes in all his doings, is hap- 
pier for the preſent time then + 
greateſt Monarch on earth, which 
laith as Pharaohdid, Who is the 
Lord ? and ſhall hereafter find 
more happinefſe then all - the 
world could ever beftow. Moſt 
unworthy wee which envy the 
ordinary favours of a Prince un- 
to our \revung and would come 
betweene them, and home, if poſ- 
fibly wee might, whereas wee 
might have acceſſe unto God, and 
ſeek it not, and if wee have it, wee 
rely not ſo much on it, as they 
doe on the grace or commy 
O 
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of a mortall man : What doe not 
they adventure which are ſo 
backt? and how many of them 
ſhrink away, unto whom God 
doth ſay, IT am with thee, I will 
not faile thee, or forſake thee? Þ 
ſpeak out of my owne fecling, let 
others take the matter as they 
lift, T doe:ſpecially condemne my 
ſelfke in thoſe two points, firit 
for that I ſeck the Lords moſt 
loving grace and fweet acquain=- 
tance, with no more heat and 
zeale: ſecondly,becauſe that when 
Ifnd it, T am! no more thankfull 
unto God for it, neither am ſo 
ſrengthned by it, and go on in 
Chriſtian duties as I ſhould; The 
Lord have mercy cn mee, and 
grant mee grace ever to ſee my 
errours, to confeſſe and repent 
for them, not pleaſing my ſelte in 
any knowne weakneſle, but al- 
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198 Meditations, 
Meditation 38, 


Non-parity of ſinnes. 


A® an aptneſſe to laugh or 


weep, IS a property which 
neceſſarily followes rhe nature 


or kind of man, and is affirmed of | 


the whole alwaies, and of his 
owne right: ſo guilt doth follow 
and makes the finner fub- 
je& to the guilt of the Law,which 
is death. T here is then no finne fo 
light, which of bis owne nature 
doth not deſerve death, or to 
which a pardon is due of courle 
without an infinite ſatisfaftiog; 
yet are not all ſinnes equal], for 
neither doe they offend God a- 
like, nor find the like puniſhment, 
howbeit by a conſequent to the 
true Chriſtian all {innes are ve- 
niall, and to the unbeleever all 

_— mortal), 


finne 
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mortall, as they are ever of their 
owne nature, And it is not amitlſe 
to obſerve a farther difference, 
that there is ſinne which bea- 
reth the whole ſway in a man; 
ſuch are the finnes of the wicked, 
and there is finne which doth but 
remaine and dwell in man, be- 
cauſe there is a refiſtance and 
head made againit at by thebet- 
ter part, andisat laſt expelled by 
grace ; and thus gre the godly and 


juſt ſabje& to Yinne- Thereis alſo - 


finne ſo contrary to the conſcis 
ence of the doer,and joyned with 


| ſach ſtubbornefle and wilfulnefle, 


thatic doth utterly wait &decay 
the conſcience, killing all ſeed of 
g00dnefle or. godlinefſe, which 
{mne cannot ftand with grace 
and there is a ſinne of weakenelle 
or negligence, to which the god- 
ly are ſubje&, and by which they 
fall grievouſly; _= there is like- 


4 wiſe 
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wiſe finne in omitting duties're 
quired, as alſo in; committing 
things contrary to duty : Now it 
the queſtion be demanded what [/ 
finne may Þe admitted or com- 
mitted moſt ſafely;I anſwer,none, | | 
for all are by nature moſt deadly; | | 
and if thou be drowned, what ods 
ro thee, whether in thedeep Sea, 
or neare the ſhore? If againe, | 
whether ſome finnes be not to be | 
avoyded morethen others, TI an-- 
{wer, thou art to make conſcience © 
of all finnes, the ſmall to be hated 
as much as the-great, for thedo- 
ing of one finne is but a downfal] 
unto-another, becauſe thou haſt 
ſill the -lefſe grace to: refiſt, and 
findeſt in thy ſelfe the greater | 
proneneſſeto yeeld unto the next | 
temptation; yet-thou maiſt -uſe'a 
ſpeciall- caution - againſt thoſe 
wherein thou haſt beene faulty; 
orwhich by nature do ſway moſt 
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with thee, or which being little 
accounted of in the world, are 
reſerved to Gods judgment, as 
Saint Paul faith of whoremon- 
gers and adulterers, Ged- will 
judge them, What will it profit 
mee, though no mortall man 
know my faults, or if they know 


them, take them for none or very 


ſmall faults, if God at the laſt con- 
demne mee for then!? Againe,whe- 
ther ſinnes of omiſſion be-greater 
then ſinnes of commiſſion, as who 
ſinneth- more, he that ſuffereth a 
man to die for want of bread, 
which he could have given him, 
or he which killeth a man qgnd 
taketh Money from him to ſerve 
his neceſſity? TI hold the- finnes 
on both ſides ſo great, that for to 
ſaverhy owne life, and to- gaine 
a world" beſides, thou ſhouldeſt 
not venture to commit one of 
them: in evils of this nature, there 
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is no choice, the leaſt is an infi- 


nite miſchiefe, and God dorh not 


hate evill more then he loveth 


go00dneſle, and therefore as thcu 


turneſt thy back from the one, 


ſo muſt thou cheartully embrace. 


the other; neicher can a man well 
refraine from doing things con- 
trary to duty,except he buly him- 
ſelfe diligently in the parts of 
his duty; for as nature cannot a- 
bide vacurm, fo neither the will 
of man not beworking; and neu- 
ters are unto God hatefull of all 
men. If againe it be. demanded, 
what is to be done after one hath 
ſinned, if {inne be. deadly? I an- 
ſwer thou mult not deſpaire, as 
a -man utterly loſt, neither give 
placeto finne, that it carry thee 
away, but thou mult ſtirre up thy 
ſelte to a juſt ſorrow for tine, 
—— that . chou can{t be.no 


n 
i 


more-{orry or touched then thou 


art. 
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art: and to this purpoſe it ſhall 
not beamiſſeto meditate of Gods 
majelty, julticeand ſeverity againſt 
finne,of the grievouſneſſe of th 
owne finne, and-how fooliſh 

r ſome vaine trite, in giving 

lace to thine owne appetite, thou 
haſt offendedthim,and when thou 
feeleſt ghy ſelte thus confounded, 
it bchoveth thee. to: remember 
that God is metrcifull; andready 
to forgive them that. repent; .yet 
fo that thou cant! not be reevn- 
ciled unto him | by;'any of thy 
owne merits or ſatisfaftion; but 
only by the death and paſſion of 
his ſonne Chriſt, in whom thon 
muſt ſeek pardon and grace to 
riſe againe. - 
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Adeditation 39. 
Free confeſſion, 


"'F Opyrus . a great Philo:opher, 
" being new. come to Athens, 
2 eyaery Fm to. know every mans 
inclination at firſt {ight, one day 
hee:: viewed Socrates much as he 
read, and they-which fate by him 
prefied-him to tell what his opi- 
nionwas of Sucrates,heanſwered, 
I know well that of all men he 
i5 the moſt wicked. and vile: this 
tale was forthwith carried-to S- 
crates by a Scholler of his, which 
mocked at the Philoſopher, but 
Socrates: cried out, Oh moſt pror 
found Philoſopher, , thay; haſt 
found - out indeed my inclina- 
tion, but I have beene altogether 
drawne-from itiby Philoſophy ; 
Behold the ingenuity of Socrates, 
he doth not difſemble his bad 


diſpofition,., 
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diſpoſition, but confeſſeth it. The 
word of God is that Philoſophy 
which not looking on the out- 
ward liheaments of the body, 
ſaith this or that man is 11] in- 
clined, but which diſcerning and 
trying the heart and reines, judg- 
eth all men naught, and ſaith of 
us, when it tels us what wee are 
from Adam, that wce are borne 
in ſinne, that- wee are prone 
to all fnne, and doe nothing bur 
finne greedily, and: continually 
from our cradle to our coffin: 
Now whereis there that Socrates 
amongſt us Chriftians, that in 
ſuch a cauſe doth freely confefſe 
his naughtinefſe? that -wee doe 
not, ir 1s manifeſt, becauſe wee 
ſk not for grace, which might 
heale the. corruption: that Lieth 
hid -in us : Socrates knew | his 
naughty diſpoſition before he 
was told of it,. and provided 


forth=- 
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forthwith a remedy to alter it, 
but/-wee have no reſpe& of the 
one or the other ; I had rather be 
Socrates (triving againſt my ill 
inclination, then a. lewd Chri- 


ſtian arrogating goodnefle to my 


ſelte, which I havenot, or not 
ſeeking grace,which I want. 


Mediation 40. 
Ignorant teachers, and ill hearers. 


He diſcourſes of ſome Tea- 
chers are like a Labyrinth, 
they make their entry. plaine, 
briefe, eaſy ; but after they have 


otten their auditors in, they | 
ead them on- through ſuch by * | 


matters, as queſtions, doubts, 
reſolutions, concluſions, quota- 
tions,” Yluſtrations, digreſhons, 


tranſitions, that the poore Au- 


ditor- 


an wn. m_ > A a. 


LO NC oe ate. ae. at. H.-S 


Meditations, 207 


ditor is quite Ioſt, for neither 
knowes he whence he came, nor 
where he is, nor how he may get 
out againe. I cannot blame any 
trueUniveri:ty man for this fault, 
but thoſe which came thither to 
ſteale other mens laburs,and Zed 


away by night; tor heare you,ſuch,. 


a one his clothes are nut more 
ſatable to his profeſſion, then his 
Sermon to his text, andif hefind 
his auditor a Sceptick, he makes 
himan rod lars ;If an Epicure, 
he makes him a Stoick; it an In- 
fant, he makes hin a Man, ſo 
doth God alwaies blefſe good 
meanes, and they thrive not ſo 
well which take the Plough in 
hand, and are. not acquainted 
with that kind of Husbandry; 
Such a man is the moſt neceſſary 


of all others for his uſe, and ' 
ought to bee the moſt excellent-- 
amongſt men: for bis gifts, gra- - ' 
vity, 
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vity, ſanity, integrity,divinit 

aff ability, diſourks, that who 
men behold him, they may ſee a 
ſecond Samnel comming downe 
from the Lords Mount; and.they 
are to be commended which pro- 


vide for them honour and main-- | 


' tenance. I ſee that all auditors 
pular, mixt or pure, deſire to 
ave a Wiſe and eloquent ſpeaker, 


wherein they are ſo curious of | 


their choice, that amonglt many 
ſcarce any hath that happineſſe to 


pleaſe the major part: but as for 


the auditors themſelves they ne- 
ver reckon in what manner they 
heare, and though they beare 
away very little, yet they think 


itenough if they can give this re-- | 


; port, The man ſpake well, and to 

the purpoſe;whereas in the courſe 
and ny of theſe things, it isas 
neceſſary there ſhould bea judi- 
clous and diſcreet hearer, as a 
wilc. 


J 
| | 


| 
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wiſe and learned ſpeaker , for to 
what end is ſeed caſt into the 
ground, if the ſojle be not apt ro 
receive it? weeds may choak, and 
a barren ground yeelds. bad in- 
creale; So to whatend are words 
committed to thoſe eares, which 
by reaſon of troubles and other 
affeFions can make no uſe of 
them ? It hath beene obſerved of 


our time, that wee have much 


Preaching and' little knowledge, 


and yet more -knowledge then 
conſcience ; much teaching and 
little faith, and 'yet more faith 
then charity: the fault perhaps is 
not in the matter or manner of 
Preaching, but unſuficiency of 
hearing, whereas if wee had every 
of us: as-great care to be good 
hearers, as to meet with good 
Preachers, it would be ſooner re- 
mediecd ; for a well prepared hea- 
rer may proft by a teacher of 
meane 
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meane gifts, and yet Pax} himfelfe | 
cannot profit a bad hearer, Let us | 
not therefore thinke that the | 
whole efficacy of Preaching doth | 
depend on the ability of the Prea« | 


cher, for beſides that God hath 
his ordinary blefling going forth 
with his word, It is given unto 
Fo to know the myſteries of the 

ingdome of Heaven, they that 


come with true hearts provide | 
eares which are more fruitful] ; 
then others by a hundred fold; 


and as there is an art of ſpeaking, 
ſo alſo is there an art of hearing, 
wherefore take heed how you 


hearc, and howſoever let Mini- | 
ſters be infant in ſeafon, and out | 


of ſeaſon, which if they be dumb 
or idle,they cannot doe, 


Aedi- 
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Greatneſſe ſubject to flatiery, 


 & Lipraiſetherich man to the 
A skies, yet none of theſe 
praites are his owne, for either it 
is his Prince which doth grace 
him, or his houſe which is de- 
ſcended unto him;his ſtately buil- 
dings which others have ylotted 
and pericfted for him ; or his 
goodly furniture which money 
hath procured; or his long traine 
and attendance which the world 
lends him; or his parkes, ponds, 
pallures, mannors, walkes, all 
which though they be parcell of 
his riches, yet are they no part 
of the man, neither abide they 
long with him without change: 
but who almoſt dares praiſe a 
good man? yet all his praiſesare 
neeerly 
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meerly his owne and within him, 


and when thou praiſeſt a man for 
his honeſty, who can deny but 
that thou praifeſt the man for 
himſelfe ? yet loath wee are to 


| 


praiſe a man for honeſty without | 


the acceſſe of authority, wealth, 
honour, and rather theſe without 
-the other; therefore I ſay that 
rich men have about: them more 
Hatterers then friends, yea in the 
abundance of all things they. 
want ſome to tell them the truth; 
When wee heare praiſes, wee 
ſhould ſuſpe& them not to bee 
ours, but ſome matter of circum- 
ſtance; when wee heare reprehen- 
ſion, let us make account of it, as 
onr owne, for either it is a fault 
or may be, and in this cauſe it is 
better with the good, then with 
therich, for the good have many 
about them, which will rather 
{lander, then want matter to lay 
againſt 
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againſt them; they will rather ſpite 
7 114 with deeds, then ſmooth 
them with gloſing ſpeches ; -back- 
' | bite,rather then beare with them, 

| pick quarrels, rather then live at 
| | peacewith them ; which crofling 

courſe of theirs, makes the good 
| better, it . cauſeth them all the 
while.to look more warily to 
themſelves ; but the rich man is 
taken in the flatterers net like a 
Larke, whiles he playeth with the 
glaſſe of vaine glory. 


Aeditation 4.2. 
Content, 


A Bſolute Content to which 
no degree of perfe&ion can 

be added, is in God only, who 
hath it everlaitingly in himlſelfe, 
of himſelfe, for himſelte, andis 
not 
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not any thing diſtin from him, 
but his nature and eſſence : There 
is a Content qualified accordin 

to the ftate and degree of the 
creature, as in Angels and men, 
who have reaſon to know, and 
will to deſire, and meanes to be 
poſſeſſed of their good, whence 
this content doth grow; ſo that 
this Content is not ſo in the 
creature, but that he mutt ſeek it 
elſewhere, it is not ſo of him, but 
that he maſt be beholding to a 
higher cauſe, it is not ſo for him, 
that Þe ſhould reit there, but be 
moved thereby to glorify God; 
it is not ſo one with him, but 
that there is great ods betweene 
them . Content as it is in man 
may be ſaid to betruz or falſe, the 
falſe is but a pictureor counter- 
feit of Content without the 
thing, without life, proceeding 
from the enjoying of good which 
ſcemes 
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ſcemes ſo, but is not, either be- 
cauſe it is abuſed, or is in his 
owne natureevill:and they which 
have this Content are alwaies 


miſerable, becauſe of falſe opini- 


- ons, which blind reaſon, and un- 


- — 


| ruly affe&ions ſuggelt unto them, 


and therewith 1ſo pervert their 


| will, that they arenot long of 


one judgment or reſoJution, but 
like a troubled and running 
ftreame, in which may be ſeene 
no conltant image of Content ; 


| and this notwithſtanding is the 


only Content which moſt part 
of-men doe finde, and therefore 
at laſt when they think to be moſt 
at eaſe, they grow weary of them- 
ſelves, and all things elſe, ſhewing 
well by their labours and paines 
taking, that they did much defire 
the true Content, but tooke not a 
right courſe for it. The true Con- 
tent therefore, is a calmnefſe or 
quiet- 
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quntnot ofthe ſoule, relting and | 


etling it ſelfe on true good, and 
is either begun or increaling, as-in 
good men, whiles they live, or 


conſummate, .and fall, as when 


they goe hence to that other lite: 
for men which receive Content, 


receive it not all at one time, but | 


by certaine degrees of, growth, | 


and as is: the ſpring of -vertue, ſo 
of Content. Neither have chey it 
ſo, that this clearneſſe and calm- 
nefle is alwaies in them alike, for 
as long as they live they ſha!] find 
alteration; butiin the other lite, 
nothing ſhall trouble chein Con- 
tent as evill, and offences ſhall be 
taken away : for they ſhall receive 


the full- meaſure; of every part of | 


their Content, and that without 
mixture of any objet which 
might procure diſcontent : here 
thereis linne remayning, and mi- 
{cries which follow the condi- 
tion 
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tion of finners, but there they 


that'come ' ſhall leave {inne, arid 
milery "behind chem : here there 
are but few Sabbarhs in' reipe&' of 
the common dates ; thee it is" 2 
continuall Sabbath ; in which 
freed from all necefitties' which 
this life requireth , - wee ſhall 
wholly beftow our felves''on oa 
chiefe-good and this chiefe good 
ſhall be' beftowed on us; hd hefte 
will ſpring out unto us Hvin 


- andover-running ſtreames'of con= 


tent: The content which doth be- 
gin and increaſe with good mery 
while they live; may-be ſaid to be 
particular; or generall; the parti 
cular proceedethy fromthe parti- 
cular ' fraition' of ' divers ' good 
things, 'asthey are ſucceſſively a= 
tained, anddoevery'onic tendte 
general{ content; which is cauſed 
from the fruition' of 'happineſſe tt 
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flfe, ſuch as may man obtaine in 
this lite; that is, when all the 
cauſes of content meet, and are 


knit together, though in a meaner | 


degree, and with imperte&ion 
- whereas that which wee call con- 


— 


ſammate in the life to come, is in 


his higheſt degree, and without 
this imperfe&ion. Content,as it 
praceeds from a comfortable uſe 
of particular things, is either in 
reſpe of things, tending to the 
being of life, or to the well: being, 
and they which tend to the being 
of life,are of two forts, ſore with» 
out which. lite. cannot be, asdirt 
and apparell , . others, without 
which itcannot be elie ſo. liberal- 
ly and worthily maintained, as 


Gmeywhich are but meere helpes, 
a8 arcsand ſciences ; ſome which 
are 


me 
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are the well being it ſelfe of life, 
as wiſedome, prudence, moral] 
vertu2s ; for in all theſe things, as 
there is a good in reſpe@ of the 
giver, andthe end for which hee 
gives them, ſo out of them parti- 
cularly there doth arife a particu- 
lar, and generally a more generall 
content, and therefore both theſe 
may be conſidered againe as out- 
ward or inward content; the out- 
ward is that which commeth 
from extecnall things, and yet no 
falſe content, though they be 
common borh to good men and 
bad. And though I faid before 
that falſe conteng is that which 
proceedeth from things ſeeming 
gooJ, and are not, for they axe 
indifferent, ,and have their name 
from the aſe; to them that uſe 
them well they are good, but elſc 
not'ſo: and as flowers, or fruit, 
which otherwiſe would corrupt, 
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are preſerved in ſugar,ſo thoſe out- 
ward things, which otherwiſe 
might prove to be evill, are preſer- 
__ in goodneſleby the {wcetneſle, 
and ſtrength of vertue.This then is 
the difference betweene the con- 
tent which groweth from inward, 
and outward things,that outward 
things arenot content in it ſelte, 
but as referred to the inward, and 
inward things are content untoit 
ſelfe without the outward. There 


be two things which helpe the * 


good inthe .uſe of ontward 
things; firſt, they have a right 
judgement of them, to know that 
they arenot imply good, or .ne- 
cel arys but indifferent: . and ſe- 
condly., they are indifferently 
difpoſed towards them, to have 
them , .or to: be without them, 
when they have them, they are 
eontent with them as they -have 
them, becauſe of the good uſe 
— which 
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which is to be made of them; and 
when they have them not, they 
are contented -to have uſed them 
well, and to be no more bufied 
with them, as ſetting their minds 
on the better things, and withour 
this equability of: mind* there is 
no content to be had in' outward 
things: the inward content -is 
from the true knowledge of God, 


the feelingof his favour, and the: 


teftinrony-:of- a- good conſcience, 


that wee heartily defire in all our. 
life to obey him, and this workes- 
a wonderfull content, - when' as 
the ——_—_———— defiring: 


him, doth: feele it (ſelfe beloved a- 
gaine of God, yea loved firlt , and 
before he-himfelfe did know how 
to love God, and whence all his 
love and duty' doth grow. But 
here it may perhaps be ſaid, that 


they which ſerve God have the 


leait content -of all men, for the 
I. 3 world 
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age inſt the world, and as for 
theſe things, wherein doth con- 
fiſt their chiefe content, if wee ſhall 
beleeve them,they complaine they 
want much, and have very little 
as the Prophet David, where hee 
Nith , Av, the Hart panteth for the 
rivers of water, ſo panteth my ſoule 


after thee O' God. What content 
might that ſoule have which was 
ſo emptied with ncede, and fo 
ſtretched out in deſire, and lived 


in expeRation of the good it had 
not? From that antipathy which 
is betweene the world and Gods 


ſervants , doth ariſe their chiefeſt. 


content, for inſtead of the world 
they have God to betheir fteward 
and provider;and the godly ſoule, 
which having taſted of the ſweet- 
neſſe of Gods mercy, findeth un- 


ſpeakeable content therein, and 


thirſteth to drinke more yet with- 
out 


| 


world is againſt them, andthey | 


© 
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greater, Thinke what a 


237 
' | outdiſcontent, though not with- 
* | ont deſire, andthis humility and 


| vehement appetite in the children 
of God maketh their content the 


wretch 


thouart, and moſt unworthy df 
that content, thou oft feeleft that 


thy 'content is choaked 


by tur- 


ning thy deſires after vanity, or 


{inne, which: are — 


yſon of 


content, labour by obedience and - 
patieneein the end to /attaine fulF 
content, in the meane ſpace by 


not our' of heart, if many 


mes 


thon have it not, for God wilt 
try thee by all meanes ; feeke con 
tent in 'the beſt things; el thor 
wiltloſe' it in all. | 


 Medi- 
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Meditation: 42. .. 
» . Mplice,, and Pride:. 


He, worke;of ſitine is an imi- 
; 3; tavion of the devil], but there 
axe wo, which praftiſed by,men, 
do make them ina ſhort, time as 
cunning. as . theis, crafts-mpſier, 
and to, turne as#]ght after;him, 
as any..child can-aften his-father, 
they, are Malice, and Pride: -the 
devils malice is ſo great, towards 
Gog, though: his Lord; thatithere 
can-he nothing. more haxetult up 
to himzthan.to be obedient © his 
will, whoſe ſervice wee count!per- 
fe& freedome, and doth for this 
cauſe what in him lyes, that the 
holy and juſt Iawes of God ſhou'd 
beiheld of no force, no authority, 
by breaking them himſelfe, and 
cauting others, {g to do, and by 
maintain= 


—_— —_ _ 


NEEDED yy Y 7 * FF 2 © # 


AMeditanons. 225- 


maintaining-lawes of his own,re- 
pugnant to Gods,as Idolatry, Ma- 
Fike, andthe like: and ſo much 


doth hee pleaſe hinrſelfe in this 


courſe,that hee counteth himſelfe, 
and his followers for this doing: 
better and more noble than other 
creatures,-as Angels and men, 
which continue in obedience, 
whom hee eſtecmes bat 'as: baſe 
ſlaves; for that as hee dajth, they 
conſent to live infach a bondage, 
whereas'living as hee doth 'under 
no command, they might at leaft 


be Gods themſelves in conceit:and : 


therefore againſt all ſuch (for the 
malice hee beares to God, and o-- 
bediencetto him) hee: bendeth all 
his force and fleights; if he cannot 
winne them, heewlll weary them: 
and hee beaſteth” that hee hath 
more to follow his command, 


than God hath. And there is no«- 


thing that doth vexe- him- more;! 
L$-- and 
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and indeed it is his hell; that 
when hee hath moſt deeply. plot- 
ted, and diligently pratie, 
bring to paſſe a miſchiete te the 
diſbonour of God, or .the hurt of 
his ſervants, hee perceiveth' him- 
ſelfe in the end to come-ſhort of 
his purpoſes, becauſe the good-, 
neſſe of God, by infinite wiſdome, 

wer, and mercy, doth over- 


reach the depth. of his malice, 


uſing him onely to diſcover his 
owne naughtineſſe, but turning 
the bulineſſe to his owne glory, 
and the good of his ſervants, and 
Jeaving him at laſt unto his ſhame, 
as inthe fall of Adam,aftliftion of 
Fob, and the paſſion of our Savi- 
our : this makes him to cate, and: 
teare himſelte, that hee ſhould be 
but an inſtrument, which would 


be counted a maſter of the worke,. 


and in all theſe appeareth his ma- 


lige, his. pride is fo great, that: 


though 
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though hee know himſelfe to be 
over-ruled by Gods power, and 
cannot go beyond the length of 
his chaine, though hee ſuffer ex- 
treme puniſþment for his rebelfi- 
on; as ſeparation: from the divine 

reſence; and horror;and though 
bu knowes God is very merciful, 
yet diſdaines hee to aske pardon 
for his offences, or be beholding 
unto him for his mercy, butdoth 
ſtil] repine, and grind the teeth. 
againſt God, as though hee did 
him great wrong ; Now how like 
unto him are men in theſe points, - 
which loving the fanlts they do 
commit, hate the lawes which * 
they breake, and cannot abideany 
order or ſtate under God, which 7 
hindereth their wicked: defign-- 
ments.,counting themſelves better, 
and more noble than others, be- - 
cauſe they deſpiſe Jawfull authori= - 
ty, diſgracing them that be good, -' 


and. -: 
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and havingno goodnefſe do boaſk | it 
of ſtrength, that the ſway.of the | $ 
world is on: their, {ide, which | 1 
ſcorn to acknowledge their faults, | i 
and thinke ſo well of themſelves, || p 
as:though they needed nor to | F 
haveany favaur, which are asre- | | 
ſolute in their evill purpoſes, as | 
| though they had madea covenant | 
Fl with:death, and league with hell, {4 
b; Qying they had rather goe to hell 1 
! with good fellowes,than live with \ « 
| {ſuch peeviſh profeſſors as know ' | 
not how to laugh and be merry, | 
Our blefſed- Saviour, the eternal] 
Word, which wasin..the tulneſfſe 

of time made fleſh, which dwelled 
amongſtus, and wee ſaw his: glo- 

ry,as the glory of the onely be- 
g9tten Sonne of God,iul] of grace 
and truth, as hee paid the price of 

our redemption by his death, fo 
hee left his life going before as an 
example to retorme us to. the, 
image | 


| 


| 
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image of God decayed in-us by 
fnnes . and-amongt all his excel- 
lent vertnes, wee are ſpecially to 
imitate, theſe two which are -op- 
polite, to the devils malice and 
pride, hischarity and humility, 
bis charity. ſo great towards, his 
heavenly Father,andus men, that 
becauſe, his Father would have it. 
ſo, and our miſery might by this 
meaves be done away, hee became 
obedient thus farre, not onely to 
live amonglt us a meane man, and 
to.cndure-our neceſſities, but alſo 
to. ſuffer a moſt -painfull and. 
ftamefull death for us,and to beare 
all our ſorrowes: and ſo much he 
loveth. obedience, that he accoun- 
tcth all them his brethren, which 
liveinit, andfor them hath pre- 
parcd his.grace and glory; yea hee 
rejoyceth in a little flocke, which: 
heareth his voyce, and breaketh - 
the nations in pieces with a =_ 
of, 
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of iron like a potters veſſell, which 
breake his bonds, and. caft his 
cords from them: his humility 
ſo great, that though there was 
never {mne,, or the leaſt ſpot of 
uncleanneſle, which did cleave to 
him, yet he becameour ſurety, ta- 


king on himlſelte our fins, and in. 


our- perſon doth acknowledge 
himſelte a grievous finner, and 
doth 'aske' pardon, and receive 
mercy for us-to the forgiveneſk 


of all ourfinnes, teaching us evyer-. 


more to confeſſe our finnes ur.to 


God, and to ſfecke for grace, and - 
favour by him, who is both wil-- | 
ling, and able to grant whatſoever - 


wee need, and if wee aske in faith, 
no good thing will hee deny nnto 
us; and let the devill rage with his 


malice and-pride, let him ſet all 
his devifes and inſtraments on - 


worke to confound us, if God be 


on our fide, we care not who be a- 
gainſt us. Hedin 


| 
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. Meditation 43. 


Hortification. 


Ur life muſt be a continual 
meditationof death, ſothe 
Philoſopher ; butthe Chriſtians 
likeis no other than a continual] 
death, and that by the example of 


| his Lord, whoſe whole lite was 
| nothing elſebut a preparation to 


death; and all they which are + 
heires of promiſe with Chriſt, 
have the title on this condition, 
that their hves be made confor- 
mable unto hisdeath,that whoſo- 
ever looketh on them may ſe the 
image of Chriſt dying in- them; 
neither may they looke to come - 
otherwiſe unto his life, than by 
dying fuſt, which is not either 
the firſt, or ſecond death, ſpoken -.. 
of by Saint obs in _hig Revela- 

tion, .. 
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tion, when a man liveth in this 
world withoutgracein'finne, or 
elſe ſuffereth elſewhere cternall pu- 
niſhment for finne; but ina daily 
dying, as the Chriſtian ought, we 
ſhall avoid both 'theſe, and be 
made partakers of the firſt reſur- 
re&ion here, and of the ſecond 
inthe life ro come, The contimuall 
death of a Chriſtian is that which 
in the Sctipture is called mortif- 
cation, which maketh us confor- 
mable in all our life to the-death 
of Chriſt;for as Chrift-died to.de- 
liver us from the' guilt of fin,&'to 
bring ns to God); ſo the Chriftian 
dyeth in himſelfeas the child of 
Adam, that ſinne-may have no 
_ over him, but that hee may 
Eled by grace to doe all things 
to the glory of God: and this 
death'is firlt inwardly, and is ca]- 
led a crneifying the old man, the 
fleth, with theaffe&ions and lufts 
. thereof, 
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| | thereof, the law.of themembers; 


which rebell againſt the ſpirit,the 


* | nnregenerate part, this muſt wee 


kill and fſacrifce, and inthis re- 
ſpe& a GChriltian muſt daily die 
for though hedoe every day what 
hee can ro-deltroy {inne, - hee ſhall 
fnd new 'montters-ſpring up out 
of-thoſe heades, which! hee hath' 
cat off, which' will 'procure him 


| more labour, Pax taith; - indeed' 


they thatare: Chriſts have cruci- 


| fedthefleſh with the luſts and af- 
| feQions thereof, yet imeanerh* hee! 


nat that the fleſh is utterly dead-in- 
any, but that they keepe'it fo un- 
der-awe, .and maſter it , that it 
dycth in them daily: likewiſe hee 
ſaith, they :that live in the fleſh 
cannot pleaſe God, for in this 
partthe Chriſtian muſt be {till dy- 
ings, that the. ſpirit/ may live-in 
him;though a mandie, yet acon- 
(ant man will be loath.to .deny 

? himſelfe, 
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himfelfe: Ttherefore this kind of 
mortification ſeemeth worſe than 
death, wee mult deny our owne 
will, our owne affeCtions, our 
ownereaſon, we mult be no grea- 
ter adverſaries to any than we are 
to ourſelves, wee mult rebuke our 
| ſelves, wee muſt barre our ſelves; 


of many faire occaſions of much - 


liberty, wemuſt puniſhvur ſelves, 
this crucifying conſfiſteth in a 
ſearch, and knowkdge of | our 
ſinnes ; wee mult not ſmother our 
ſinnes, or ſooth up our ſelves,bat 
call a ſpade a ſpade, we muſt” be 
alſoſorry for our ſinnes, as ſo 

as ever we have beene for fcknefls, 
ſhame, or loſſe that ever lighted 
on us; fo ſorry, that nothing elſe 
be ſo ſorrowtfull unto us,laſtly we 


mult hate finne, and caſt it out as: 


it were a ſerpent crept into our 
boſome, and fpet on it, as wee 
would ſpet on a foule toade. The 
| ſecond 


f 
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ſecond kind of mortification is 
outward, is a ſubmitting of 


. - | ourſelves to dangers, griefes, and 
. | loffes, as poverty, paine, diſgrace, 
, wrong for Chriits ſake, and needs 


much patience, for wee mult have 


| death Kil] before our eyes, and all 


deadly things ; this hath beene the 
portion of the Church at all 
times, Wee are killed all the day 
long, and are comnted but ( 


' for the ſlaughter, ſaith the Pfal- 


miſt : and Saint Pax! tels the Co 


| rimbians that he dies daily, I dje 
| daily, be his owne words ; againe 


| inthe AAts to the brethren, What 
| doe gee weeping, and breaking my 


beart? for I am ready not onely to be 


' bound, bnt alſe to die at Feruſalem 


| 


far the name of the Lord Jeſus, And 

in another place theſame Apoſtle, 

T take pleaſure in infirmities , in re- 

proaches, in neceſſities, in perſecutions, 

is avg»ifþ for Chriſts ſake. Saint 
P 
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Panlis a notable example unto us 
of this kind: and if thus weedye 


dayly as Chriſtians, wee ſhall ne- 


ver be afraid to dye as:men, wee 
ſhall be ever ready for death, and 
ſo farre-from ſhrinking backe,that 
wee.ſhall- boldly meet it, it ſhall be 
no loſſe;but gaineunto us; no end 
- of life, but thebeginning ofa bet« 
ter; while wee fiy death we runne 
into {inne headbong, yet is there 
no death - ſo bad.: 'Oh that wee 
covld; once truely learne: to dye; 
that we might live for ever! Many 
are dead, which-thinke themſelves 
alive, Many to avoid-a temporall 
death, ' doloſe thoſe things with» 
out which-lite is nothing worth; 
the parting of the ſoule from the 
body is no death, but the parting 
of God tromthe ſoule- : if the bo- 
dy withour .breath be: but a car» 
caſſe, what is a Chriſtian without 
grace, bur a painted tombe? yh 
r 
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| frtbirthis the death of that lite 


which the infant drawes from 


- || his mother, and the body. is 


borne into the world for ſenſe and 
growth: by our ſecond birth, 
which is the death of the body, 
the ſoule is borne into the king- 


| dome of heaven to live a new life 


from the body, for there it under- 
tands withoutphantaſie or com- 
mon ſen, it ſeeth without eyes, 


| heareth without eares, maketh it 


| felfe underſtood without ſpeech. 


And as the birth of the body into 
the world is a better life, than 
that which the Infant had in his 
mothers wombe, fo mult thebirth 
of the ſoule into heaven be a bet- 
ter life, than that of the body, 
by how muck the faculties of the 
ſoule are morecxcellent, than the 
bodily ſenſes. In our mothers 
wombe we lived as plants, in the 
world wee lived asmen, it hea- 
Ve 
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yen wee ſhall live as the Angels, 
neither are ſoulc and body parted 
fo as they ſhall never meer againe, 
for the body no doubt doth natu- 
rally long tor the foule, and the 
ſoule beareth a love to the body. 
Therefore by a holy ordinance of 
the Lord,they abide one anothers 
abſence for a while, that they may 
came together againe as man and 
wife, with the greater comfort; 
the body is gone downe into the 
grave, To leave there his ſhame of 
mortality, of weakeneſſe, of cor- 
ton, ncceſſity , without all 
which, after the reſurre&ion ir 
ſhall retarne tothe ſoule, and the 
foule —_—_— and tricked up in 
tory, like a freſhfpouſe, ſhall re- 
Cites the body a, pry glo- 
ry, and both ſhall be received into 
God, and dwell with him for e- 
ver. Death then is called {o,onely 
as i doth -appeare into us, and 
| others 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ethers which live here, but in ve- 
ry deed, and by the benefit of 

Chriſt, the ſtate of the dead is the 
| very true life everlaſting;neither is 
the. birth of the child a preater 
hope of life inche world, than is 


_ | this ofche ſoule, in the death of 


| the body, of thelife both of body 
ind ſouJe, to be glorified in the 
kingdome of heaven: Many think 
on death to be more vicious, as 
| Epicures, Let ns eate and drinke, for 
| tomorrow wee ſball dye: ſome will 
not thinke at all on death, and 
| they live neither the longer, nor 
thebetter,but are ſure to die much 
the worſe. When wee thinke on 
death which .are Chriſtians, it 
{hould make us live very jutly,and 
loherly, becauſe wee looke for a 
Kingdome after death, where 
| none-enter bur the righteous. Oh 
my-ſoule and body, if wee muſt 
| needs part, how ſoone wee know 


net, 
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not, let.us do it willingly,to over- 
come: neceility reliftance is vaine, 
obedience is profitable, let us pro- 
vide for that which elſe will pre- 
vent us; let us.make ule of death, 
as ſome do ot money, which elſe 
lyes dead, let us die in the Lord, 
to the Lord,this is the belt advan- 
tage. 


_—_—_ 


Meditation 44. 
Laſt  Fudgem-nt, 


VV Ee cannot avoide either 
judgment or death,when 


{ickneſſe ſummons us to the one, 


doth. not our conſcience to the 


other? andin this life God hath 

his tryalls, judgements, execurti- 

ons, ſo that. men of times are 

forced to cry out, Fuſtzs es Domine, 

& juſta ſunt judicia tua: but becauſe 

the wicked obſerve them not, _ 
| 0 
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God doth delire to appeare unto 
menrather, as a metcitull father, 
than'a ſevere Judge;therefore the 
Majeity,theAuthority,the ſeverity 
of his judgment is hidunto us' fo 
farrethat wee are bound to beleeve 
that he will come co jadgea thing, 
which elte we would never dreatn 
of, Though then we [ee'no exam- 
ples of this judgement as yet, nej= 
ther can conceive the form therof, 
yet, do wee beleeve it," arid rhac 
chereis a certaine cite appoinred 
for it ; they that Tooke not forit 
with joy, ſhall abide it with' ſor- 
row; that is, that laſt and'final} 
judgement, whetein all cauſes ſhalf 
be opened, all perſons cenſured, 


| all workes rewarded; what hath 


hitherto beene ſuſpended, ſhall 
now beſentenced, and.never more 


altered? Marke the” [<> wa tlon 
es. 


unto it, the heavens (hall palſea- 
way with noyſe, the eleniencs'? 
M ſhall 
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ſhall melc with fervent heat, the | | 
ſea (ball be dried up, and the earth | 
ſhall be burnt, with all her workes; | | 
then a ſummoning trumpet Foe Ul L 
ſound and awake up all thoſe,thafSs _ 
{leepe in the lilence of death, and 
they: i: pan with the living ſhall 
be caught up; then ſhall the Judge 
appeare viſibly above in flamin 
fire, compafſed about with inh- | 
nite thouſands' of Angels, ready | 
to do; his will. A ſtrange judge- 
ment towards, no doubr,whether 
we relpeX the Judge, or the par- 
ties which wy to ow wa 
" RmBE. Of ths Montana Mee: 
He widgineor the Judge. is fuch, 
that hee. cannot be deceived, hee | 
knoweth, aſf cauſes. withour in- | 
formation, things paſt are to him | 
preſent, and things to. come, hee | 
made mans heare, and inderh. out | 
ovry comeſhand mining theteaſy | 


ee Neares Our Words betore wee 


' ſpeakc 
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fpeake them, and  knowes our 
thoughts before wee a them, we. 
do not will without his power, 
though without his allowance, 
nor worke without his privity, 
though withoat his conſent ; nay, 
he knowes our purpoſes, before 
wee are fully reſolved , and our 
thoughts before wee conceive 
them; and our workes without 
producing any witnefle : his ju- 
: ſticeisſach; that he cannor 
yertjudgment for favor or bribes: 
his will is the rule of all righte- 
ouſneſſe, and therefore hee can fa- 
vour no cauſe, bar that which is 
right, and if hee could be unrigh- 
-teous, what bribe might winiic 
him which wanteth nothing? his 
yer i2 ſuch that all muſt abide 
IS decree ; here lyes no appeale, 
no prohibition can be granted a- 
gainſtit,no pardon obrained! his 
;caloulie ſhall take on harndſ, 
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and hee ſhall arme the creature..to 
be avenged of his enemies, hee 
ſhall put on righteouſneſſe for a 
breait-plate, .and. take unfained 
judgement inſtead of an helmet, | 
equity ſhall be his ſhield, and his 
fierce wrath as a ſharpe ſword,and | 
his troop are the whole compaſſe | 
of the world , Now what are the 
parties which are to appeare, and | 
abide tryall ? Adam and his poſte- 
rity from the firſt man to the laſt 
that ſhall be borne, here ſhall they 
be judged which have beene here- 
tofore Judges, and they ſhall re- 
ceive right, which would not doe 
right ; Princes, and Popes which 
none did dareto call, in queſtion, 
ſhall be. here buth examined, and 
cenſured; and the more mighty 
men have beene to do wrong, the / 
more mightily ſhall they becon- 
founded. Laitly, the ſentence is | 
yery ſhort, Come yee bleſſed : Goe yee 
curſed : 
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cirſed : but of the I 4 


and ſtrength that ever was,for this 
doth not paſſe on one man, ora 
family, or a Nation onely, but on 
all mankind at one time : neither 
isit touching goods and lands, or 
credit, or limmie,or lite of the ba- 
dy, but it doth concerne bodies, 
and ſoules too, for ſalvation, or 
damnation , and that not for a 
day or yeare to continue, but for 
ever without"any repealing: And 
are theſe things ſo, what manner 
of perſons ought wee to be then 
in foly converſation, and godli- 
nefſe, leoking for, and halting to: 
the comming of the day of God? 
for theſe things mult ſo come to 
paſſe,not to feare,or trouble Gods 
children, but to take revenge on 
his enemies: As when ſome migh- 
ty Prince commeth towards a 
Caſtle of his beſieged by the ene-: 
my, and bringeth a'igreat army 
M 3 with 
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with him to raiſe the fiege, this 
putteth them in no feare which 
are within,but is to them a great 
comfort, and therefore they looke 
over the-walls, and rejoyce at it 
with ſhouts and cryes, but they 


which are without are perplexed: | 


with feare for the hure which is 
neare unto them : know yee not 
that tothe worlds end the Church 
is befieged- by the devill, the 
world, and the fleſh? then God 


will come to raiſe. this fiege, and 
bring all his enemies under his- | 


feete, and his comming is not to 
put them in feare which are with- 
in his Church, butwhich affaulr 
it, and therefore Chriſt ſaid to his 
owne, Lift »p your heads for your 
ſalvation draweth nigh : and in an- 
other place he ſaith, Beho/d I come 
fhortly, and my reward is with m:e, 
togliveevery man according to his 
worke;Bleſſed are they that do his 
Comman- 
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Commandements,that their right - 
| may be inthe tree of life,arid may 
' enter in through the gates into 
the City ; for withour ſhall be 
dogges, and enchanters, and 
| whoremongers, and murtherers, 
and Idolaters, and whoſoever lo- 
veth or maketh lies.- | 


Meditation-45. .. 
Hell, . | 


A Thought of Hell is fad, not 
ſo fad asto feele the paine, 
and rhey ſhall certainly Ele It 
which thinke not oft on it, and 
that ſadly too; make thy choyce, 
if thou like mine, goe forward 
with mee,it is a puniſhment which 
thuts ns out from the preſence of 
God, that is a loſſe pf all good, it 
is a paine of griefe in all parts of 

M 4 man, 
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manaccurding as, their: diſpoliti. | 


} 


{ 


on is to. take gricte,caſle{e, that's | | 


the. extremity ; ..comfortleſſe, it 
findes no. pity ;  endleſſe, it hath 


no remedy,; itis called the ſecond | 


death, a wornie of the conſcience, 
a bottonnleſſe pit, utter darkneſle, 
fire unquenchable, a river of brint- 


ſtone which 1s kindled by the 


breath of the Lord of Hoaſtes; 


there is no order but confufion, 
weeping, and gnaſhing of tecth , 
Wilt know where it is, how ſpa- 
tious the rage of the tormentors, 


the fury of the torments, the 


diſpaire' of the. tormented ? God 
keepe thee and mee from. this ex- 
perience. But is God ſo intinitely 
angry ? will hee fo unmercifully 
forſake? ſo hardly handle thee? 
which might have knowne and 
loved him, had kee ſo liſted, and 
can never do him hurt, though 
they would. Diſpute not vaine 
cl ay, 
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| clay, thou art in the Potters hand 


todeale with thee as hee pleaſeth, 
his judgements are too high for 


_ thee, beleeve his word, obey thy 


calling, follow him which deſcen- 
ded into hell to fetch thy condem- 


nation thence, and thou ſhalt 


fnd Ged mercifull to thy ſoule, 
yea nothing but-mercy; and in 
this cauſe T put thee over for a 


| concluſion of all to the meditati- 
on of Heaven- 


—_— 
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Heaven, and the heavenly 
znheritance, 


SH is not- meate forall - 
mouthes ; art- thou- truly 
ſecured 


humbled'for thy finnes, 
for the truth , opprefled in'th 
right? doſt thou hate the worl 
and-art thou prepared for 


death, \ | 
as.., then - .. 


. 
| 
. . 
" 
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thenart thoua Gomer fit to keepe 
this Manna without corrupting, 
but thou muſt beleeve, elſe ſhalt 
thounot underitand,for moi? teue 
is that which the Apoſtle ſaith, We 
walke by faith, and not by light, 
the things which are ſeene ate 
temporal], but rhe things which 


arenot ſeene are cternall; and as: 


Saint John faith, Now are wee the 
ſores of God, but yet it doth not ap- 
peare what wee ſhall be,and wee know 
that when hee ſhall. appeare, wee ſhall 
be like him, for we ſhall ſce bim as he 
5. It a King can--do 10 much, 
what trow youwill the King of 
Kings do for that man which hee 
meanes to honor? he hath already 

ven his Son for thee,and by him 


orgiven thy {innes;he hath given- 


unto thee the priviledg of thy cal- 


Img,the honour of thy: portion | 


the liberty ' of thy-conleience;the 
halpes of bis Sacraments, the .uſe 


of 


( 
( 


ea 
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ofhis Word, the commrinion of 
Saints, the. counſel] of the wile, 
the — ot the good, the 
beginnings of regeneration, the 
oceedings of faith; hope, and 
[Fm the Fakes of patience, peace, 
joy , and confcionable dealing ; 
laft of all, that great prerogative, 
the interceſſion of Chriſt inall thy 
prayers ; if he have doneſo nach * 
for thee in this pilgrimage, what 
will hee do for thee in thy coun- 
try ? if thon have had ſuch bene- 
fits in the wilderneſſe, what art -- 
thoa to hope for in Canaan ? The 
eye hath not ſeene, the heart of 
man is not able to conceive, how: 
then can the tongue utter them ? 
bitt beſeeve thou'in thy ſoule,” 
which loves God, the' things 
which he hath provided for ther 
that love kim, this world was + 
made without any | provifion , 
what. a- world. will -that* be: 
| which -- 
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which God doth provide fo long 
before hand ? and hee tels thee hee 
hath provided it,that. thoumightſ 
know thou can{ not be deceived, 
before we have it,we have the ecar- 
neſt of it, and when wee have it, 
nothing can takeit from. us: fo 
that there is preſently an jimmu- 


nity fromevill, and a ſecurity ne- 


ver to returne to evill, and rhe:c 
is alſo plenty, and community; 
weenoy all good, yea God him» 


ſelfe the well of; goodnefle, there-. 


fore wee live ſtil], but. what. wee 
wereis a ſhadow to what we are, 
yea thebeſt we were is almoſt no- 
thing to that weare ; wee Were in 


grace, wee, arein glory , wee live. 


{till, but morein God than-in our 
#elves, we rejoyce as much for 0- 
thers as for our ſelves, we are not 


onely. reformed ,in bodies,.; and. 


ſoules, but alſo transformed into 
a divine;pature, as the Angels free 


from _.. 


— - 
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| from neceflities, as COhritt ighly 


favoured inChritt,asGod eternal- 


. nally bleſſed; ſuch is the heaven- 


ly. inheritance of the Saints,which 
although it be common to many, 
yet every one of the family hath 
his proper.right in it, and though 
it be divided,yet is not the propri- 
ety of any the lefle, or the com- 
n:ynion theweaker,for every one 
is fully content with his part,and 


; doth rejoyce a8 much in the good 


of others, as his owne, and they 
do all drinke of the ſame well of 
eternall life. Landed men defire to 
have perfe& ſurveyes, and true 
plots of their States of inheri- 
tance, willing not onely to fatiſ- 
he their minds touching the va- 
lue, but alſo their eyes, beholding 
under one aſpef, the houſes,cour- 
tclages , wayes, walkes, ponds, 
prapen 4 woods, coppize, hills, 

ottomes, arable grounds, mea-. 

dowes, - 
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dowes, and pafture, and they 
would have nothing lye hid. as 
though they ſhould ſeeme to neg- 
letany one jot of their tranſitory 
happineſſe : Oh vaine men are we 
which take ſo much paine about: 
the world wherein wee live, not 
onely with beaſts which have a 
' berter part in this kind of happi- 

neſſe, vi alſo with wicked men 
worſe than beaſts: whence-come 
unto us, envie, malice, variance, 
deceit, violence, wrong; yea,mur- 
thers, maſſacres, and : olations! 
And this ourinheritance we ſtand 
ſo much on, what ſerveth it, but 
far onr bodily neceſſities, and. 
that fora very fmall ceime,though 
we uſe to ſay to! mee, And to my 
heires for ever, whereas oft-times 
thethird man doth ſcarſe enjoy a 
foot thereof? The fonle is nothing: 
the richer, though thon leave it 
nothing. the- wiſer, - nothing the 

. better, - 
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better, neither can it claime any 
part of it to tollow- her, when it 
| muſt depart hence to another 
world, where ſuch eafthly provi- 


+ fjonſtands in no ſtead. And it the 


earth it lelfe be but a point in re- 
(peCt of the firmament, every leait 
|. ftarre thereof being | eighteene 
times greater than- the whole, 
| whatis thy goodly inheritance in 
cowpariſon- of the higheſt hea- 
vens, but aſhad ow, or dreame. of 
nothing? But this heavenly inhe- 
ritance may be called ſo rightly 
in-deed, and is worth the ſecking 
for, worth the having, though a - 
man ſhould: fell all, and loſe his 
lite too, to which comes nothing: 
that il] is, and: from whickt good-- 
neſſe never departs,- an excellent- 
place: of entertainment , where 

comtfart - hath; an- | everlaſting 
| fpringnos parched with heat, or 
nipped with cold,or beaten with: 
violence . 
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violence of windes, what can be 
ſpoken -more gloriouſly ? here is 
od in the height of his fayour, 
here are thotſands of Angels and 
Saints, like ſo many Starres about 
this infinite light, at whoſe pre- 
ſence the Sunne is darkneſſe, here 
is Chriſt that died for us,” and 
hath lite in his hands to beſtow 
on tis, Come, enter into thy Ma- 
ſters Joy. Canſt thou diſlike this 
company? how ever thou doſt like 
it,thou canſt not cometo it by na« 
ture or art, it is not blood: or 
birth-cthat muſt preferre thee; thou 
canſt not claime it by deſcent;and 
in truth ſo great did our Lord 
eſteeme it,that he ſpared not'one 
drop of his blood, but willingly 
ſhed itzo purchaſe this inhericance 
for thee, and if all thecrofles or 
troubles of the world wereſput 
together and weighed in the bal- 
lance with this maſſe of glory? 
| they. 
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they. weuld riot hold--in. weight 
{0 mucky as onegraine of the inf» 
nite greatneſſe thereof : Holy men 
in times paſt have thought no la- 
bours too hard, no- poverty too 
deepe, no death 'too ſharpe, if fo 
wduring all their daies,they might 
be thought worthy to be made 
partakers of this grace; for true it 
is that no man brings worthi- 
neſſe with him to claime ſuch an- 


' unvaluable-conſfideration, but as 


itis grace, that makes us firſt to 
know our unworthinefſe, and 
then to imbrace Chriſt, who hath 
purchaſed for us this inheritance, 
and hath the right to beſtow it on 
ns, {c is it grace that leaGing us 
by the hands of obedience, & hu- 


mility, doth bring us into the 


polldlion of glory;this is an inhe- 
ritance-. not tor the body onely, 
bur for the ſoule alſo, not while 
wee Eve here a tew yeares , _ ro 
ive 
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live above with God for ever, this 
right is ſuch as neither can be ta 
ken from us, nor exclude us from 
taking benefit with others, which 
have an inheritance as large as 
ours ; What earthly inheritance 
hath ſuch priviledges, to be free 
from finne, and all puniſhment 
following it, as ſhame, and miſe- 
ry: to ſee God face to face? This 
O man, is worthy thy ſurvay, 
by what title it may be poſſeſſed, 
what things they are: which bee 
_ of this heavenly Jeru- 
alem, what manſions, and com- 
modities it hath, what freedome 
the dwellers enjoy which there 
abide: that lightned by faith;. 
and lifted up on the toppe of 
holy meditation, thou maiſt ſo 
clearely , and fully behold the ' 
plot of this bleſſed, as that | 
from henceforth, it may wholly 
withdraw thy love from this 
tranſitory, 
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tranſitory, vaine and vile world 
to an unſatiable defire ofit ſelfe, 


; Beſober, therefore, O my ſoule, 


be thanktfull, and in thy raviſh- 


| ment remember thou haſt not yet 


attained. it, but this do forget 
that which is behind, and endea-- 
vour thy ſelfe unto that which is 
before, and follow hard towards 
the marke, for the high priſe of. 
the calling - _ in Chriſt, _ 
this is a point ſo neceffary, that 
Saint. Jebr faith, Every one that 
h»mb this hope preergeth himſelfe as- bee 
is prre, And here my pen ſtop- 
peth, my meditations never. 


Sohb Deo Laus. 
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CSS SIREREEER, 
Contempt of the world. 
| = worlds vanity which Fobn 


reduceth unto .three heads , 
the Juſt of the fleſh, by which we 
may underſtand all kind of deli- 
cacy and wantonnefle, the luſt of 
the eye, .which may well intend 
covetouſneſſe, and- the pride of 
life, whereby may be meant am- 
bition about honour.,are not from 
God which made the world, but 
from man, who forſaking God 
hath abuſed the world, and made 
both it and himſelfe, both vaine 
miſerable. many out of the great- 
nefſe of their mindes have deſpi- 
ſed-- the world, counting them- 
ſelves too good for it, and the 
world too baſe for their imploy- 
ment, 
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ment, they have rejeted honors, 
as not worth. the travell, or ta- 


, king up, pleaſures .as too beaſtlike 


riches as heavy and idle burthens, 
and all this they did from the e- 
quity of nature, which igconten= 
ted with a little, and offended at 


| exceſſe, which beares neceſlary, 


and common harmes, and is one- 
ly moved to avoid her owne fol- 
lies: :Chriſtians fetch their con- 
tempt from a higher Principle, 
What is time to eternity , a can- 
dleto the Sunne, a droppe to the 
Sea, a molehill toa mountaine, 
this world to the World to come, 
the creature to the Creator? and 
yet how few Chriltians grow to 
that contempt of theworld , -for 
the love of God and godlinefſe, 
which the Philoſophers did in 
time paſt for the love of naturall 
knowledge, or morall vertue? Yee 
may ſee indeed amongſtChriſti- 
Et ans, 
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ans many contemne the World 
out of a carelefſe contempt what 
become of themtelves, whether to 
' finke or \wimme, becauſe they are 
not ſuch as they have beene, nor 
could never yet learne to be the 
-men they ithould, of whom. the 
world is as weary, as they are of 
it;but how tew1ce you contemne 
it out of the true account whicha 
Chriſtian un to have of his 
ownevalue? I am the member of | 
Chritt, . ſhall couple the body of 

Chriftto ſuch a Harlot as pleaſure 
is? IamGods favourite,ſhall I by 
ambition. hunt after that favour, 
which comes from man? I ama 
Cirizen of: Heaven, ſhall I digge 
deepe intothe earth for a treaſure 
there? Many Chrittians do not fo 
much-as the Philoſopher did by 
the eye: of reaſon, but lookeon 
things onely with theeye of the 
ſenſe, how can they then beequall 
judges 
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judges 'of thele matters, which 
: at; it, ſelfe;could never reach 


anto 2. To the-;naturall eye, - this 
worl&doth {o interpoſe ic ſelfe, 
that it ſecmes onely great, and the 
world to come nothingat all; bur 
faith, which litteth.ic felte up,and 
beholdeth God, -is made'partaker 
of ſuch a heavenly vition,that this 
inferiour world ſeemeth unto itto 
haveneither goodneſſe to be deli- 
red, nor greatelſe tobe.admired, 
nor afſurance.to;be truſted unto, 
onely it ſees many ſeeke it which 
perilh by ic,and they which thrive 
in it, to part frm it: mich the 
worſe, for the onely having it. 
Know my ſoule, that this world 
is but a market, "if thou be in it as 
a buyer or a ſeller, thou ſhalt bee 
much diltra&ed', if as a looker 
on, thou ſhalt have content, uſing 
it as thoughth6q didſt not uſe 
it, thou mayſt be acquainted _ 
tne 
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the world, but beware of famili- 
arity, open notthy ſelfe unto her; 
for the day* will 'come that 'you 
two Will be at ods, andit thon 
love her,thou wilt ſay then,T have 
gotten-nothing by her, and per- | 
-_ it will caſt thee in the teeth, 
that it hath beſtowed too' mach 
on © thee.' How happy are they 
which' keepeeven rekning with 
the - world at all crimes, that as 
they call nothing of the world, ſo 
the world can challenge nothing | 
in them, but are ready {till to de- 
part out of it with a ſaving hand, | 
provided for a better. 


$S;t Deo Gloria. 
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